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This morning I want to address an important issue in the life of a believer and I have seen many 

people struggling with this matter. I want to address what I call the frustration gap. 

  

 When I look at many people, there seems to be a gap between their expectations and their 

realities. 

 Most of your disappointments come from failing to reconcile your expectations and your 

experiences. 

 It is like getting in a relationship and 1 year down the road none of your expectations have 

been met. 

 I would like to attribute the existence of the frustration gap to two issues – the first one is a 

result of false expectations. Sometimes the expectations are just a pigment of one’s 

imagination without any basis. 

 For example, how do you get angry with a back doctor who failed to heal your stomach 

ulcers? It is a case of misplaced expectations. 

 Secondly it is as a result of you not having fulfilled the side of your bargain. If you buy a 

new dish washer, accompanied with a user manual – instead of reading through the manual, 

you chose to go ahead and use your own knowledge. If it does not work, you should not 

blame the manufacturer when a certain expectation is not met. 

 What am I saying – most of our frustration gaps are as a result of something fundamental 

that will be missing? 

 In the life of a Christian what is that fundamental issue that if we don’t get right, the 

frustration gap will continue to exist?  

 The plan of God is to bring you to your desired haven, He wants to do you good, He wants 

His name to be glorified in your life. 

  There are many things that one needs to get right in their walk with God in order to 

overcome the frustration gap and one of them is how you handle the word of God.  

 So, the title of my message this morning is RADICAL WITH THE WORD. 

 As long as the word of God is a nice to have in your life, the frustration gap will continue to 

grow – it will grow so big until the tension is unbearable. 

 

James 1:22-25 New International Version (NIV) 

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone 

who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a 
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mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 

25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not 

forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. 

 The last portion of that scripture says – they will be blessed in what they do. 

 Being radical with the word will lead to a blessedness in your life – being blessed means 

that you are empowered to prosper. 

 It will produce peace of conscience; it will impart happiness of a high order to your mind; it 

will exert a godly influence over your whole soul 

 A blessed person has capacity to continue producing – it is impossible to keep down a 

blessed person. In other words, it is impossible to keep down a person who is radical with 

the word. 

 Being radical with the word means you are prepared to live and die by the word – the word 

of God becomes the final authority in your life. 

 There are so many authorities asking for your submission and indulgence – media, friends, 

family, the government, pop culture etc.  

Matthew 24: 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away. 

 Everything else is temporary except the word of God 

 We take away power from the word whenever we rationalize the word and try and make it 

fit what culture is saying. 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him 

nothing was made that was made. 

 

4 ways to become radical with the word 

 

1. Get the word into your system 

 For the medication to work, you have to get it into your system – in does not matter by what 

means. The issue is to get the medication into your system. 

James 1: 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

 It is as simple as ABC – for the word to work in you, there has to be some intake of the 

word.  

 The enemy will make you reason yourself out of reading the word or listening to the word. 
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 It will take a whole new outlook to the word in order to take it in – I was talking to 

someone and I told them that in the same way that you have breakfast every morning, it 

should be the same with reading the word. 

o The word is called milk – 1 Peter 2:2 

o The word is the bread of life – John 6:35 

o The word is like water – Ephesians 5:26 

 Many people are disciplined with going to the gym, and committed to their favorite shows 

but the level of discipline seem not to affect the aspect of getting the word into them. 

 It is not a lack of discipline but rather a lack of focus on the issue of the word – misplaced 

priority. 

Acts 18:7 And he departed from there and entered the house of a certain man named Justus, 

one who worshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Then Crispus, the 

ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the 

Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized. 

 

2. Be attentive and consider the word received 

 The enemy is very relentless when it comes to fighting you and I. If he cannot stop you 

from word intake, he will cause you to lightly esteem the word. 

 Its one thing to hear the word but its another to pay attention to it 

James 1: 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 

Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his 

face in a mirror 

 There are two types of hearers – one that hears the word and does nothing about it and 

another who hears and chooses to do something about it. 

 The difference is what happens at the time of taking in the word – the word is described as 

a mirror. 

 A mirror is meant to show you a true reflection of the way you look. A clear mirror will 

show you the minute details of yourself – the rash on the face, the smudged lipstick, the 

vegetable stuck on your front tooth, your tie not seating properly. 

 There are two ways of looking at the word. 

 The first one is a casual look, unengaged and uninterested approach to the word.  

 This is a mere quick observation which results in no impact, there is excitement and so 

much noise but it lacks attention to detail. 
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24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 

 This is a careless listener of the word – he quickly moves on in order to remove his mind 

from what the word is saying. 

 The second way is the same as one stooping down in order to take a closer look at 

something. 

25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom 

 It amounts to scrutinizing the scriptures until the image of Christ evokes a desire for change 

in your life.  

 It is pretty much the attention paid by a lady putting on her make-up whilst looking in the 

mirror. 

 

3. Continue in the word 

 The temptation we all face is to quickly want to move onto the next big thing, people 

generally get bored quickly. 

 The key to getting the word into you, is to stay on it – you have to be diligent to continue in 

the word. 

James 1:25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in 

it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. 

 The word does not work like fast food – in order to be impacted by the word, you need to 

sock yourself in it for long periods of time. 

 Paul admonished his spiritual son not to be side tracked but to remain focused in order to 

continue in the word of truth. 

2 Timothy 3:13-15 while evil men and imposters go from bad to worse, deceiving and being 

deceived. 14But as for you, continue in the things you have learned and firmly believed, since 

you know from whom you learned them. 15From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus 

 Sometimes my wife prepares some ox tail – she normally puts it in a slow cooker which 

will take the whole night. When we wake up in the morning, the whole house will be 

dressed in the delicious smell of the ox tail, which would be ready for consumption. 

 You need to stay in the word until the word can start living though you – the word needs to 

become flesh. 
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 Joshua 1:8 "This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate 

in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then 

you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 

 You continue in the word by thinking upon it, asking questions of the word and searching 

for deeper truths through the help of the Holy Spirit. 

 Staying in the word has a connotation of permanency – it talks about abiding in the word. 

 The word used for meditation is different from the eastern meditation whereby you blank 

out your mind – this meditation speaks of speaking back, uttering and mattering the word. 

 When you permanently stay in the word, you constantly bring it into the conscious realm of 

your life. 

 When you do that, the word becomes an active filter of what goes in and out of your mind. 

 

4. Put the word into action 

 We have become so rich in the word but still poor on the outside.  

 The only reason for this is that we have not done what we know we should do. 

 Doing the word will close the gap of frustration, the word is the material that creates our 

desired results. 

James 1:25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in 

it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. 

 Doing the word amounts to being obedient even when it does not make sense. 

 Our actions will determine whether the word we know will work for us or not. 

 The bible describes those who do the word as a man who builds his house on a rock and 

those who don’t do the word as a man who builds his on sand. 

 

 


