
PASSION RESCUE RELOADED 

1 Jesus The Only Hope Prt 1 

Michael Manyuni M][M © 08 Mar 2020                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

Matthew 9:35-37 (NIV)35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few. 

 

Since the year began, we have been talking about radical living and as I introduce our new 

series, I am getting a sense that this year is a year of living in a radical way. God is calling us to 

love in a radical way, in way that is out of the norm. 

In that regard, I want to introduce our new series which is entitled PASSION RESCUE 

RELOADED. 

• It is reloaded because it is the second year that we will be looking at passion rescue. Passion 

rescue is all about the other person. 

• When you are passionate about something, you will do whatever it takes to meet the 

demand of that passion. 

• Jesus had a passion for the dying world, a world that was living in separation with its 

creator. As a result, His passion brought Him down to earth on a rescue mission – it was 

passion rescue. 

• Today, the church ought to be engaged in passion rescue – this is what we are going to 

embark on.  

• Jesus said if we love Him, we will obey His commands – there are many commands He 

gave but one that is right at the top of the list is this: 

Matthew 28:18 Then Jesus came close to them and said, “All the authority of the universe has 

been given to me. 19 Now go in my authority and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 20 And teach them to faithfully follow 

all that I have commanded you. And never forget that I am with you every day, even to the 

completion of this age.”  

• Passion rescue comes to this – it speaks of a community of people who are consumed by 

the passion of Jesus.  

• The last command, which had a couple promises attached to it should stir up an emotion in 

the heart of every believer.  

• Jesus says; He has given us authority to go and do something about the condition of man. 

He also says, whenever you go and further my cause, my presence is drawn to you. 
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• As a start this morning, I want to talk to you on the subject matter JESUS THE ONLY 

HOPE. 

• One needs to appreciate the state of man without Jesus – this requires you to see people 

through the eyes of Jesus 

1. The state of man without Jesus 

Matthew 9: 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd 

1.1 Without Jesus, the crowd leads the way 

• Jesus looked at the people and he saw a crowd of people walking around 

• There is something about a community without Jesus, that community is led by popular 

culture. 

• There is what we call mob psychology – it describes how people can be influenced by their 

peers to adopt certain behaviors on a largely emotional, rather than rational basis. 

• Today, whatever is popular is good for you – it makes it difficult to stand for a principle.  

• When the crowd is in control, a community is in a state of perpetual confusion. When the 

crowd or pop-culture is in charge, the center does not hold. 

• People leave their jobs because it is popular, people divorce their wives because everyone 

else is doing it. 

• When you talk to young people, you will find that they do certain things because everyone 

else is doing it. 

Exodus 23:2 (NKJV) You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute 

so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice. 

 

1.2 Without Jesus, man is in a state of constant harassment 

Matthew 9: 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd 

• To be harassed is to be subjected to torment by continued persistent attacks and criticism. 

• Anyone who is not in the Lord, is in a place of continuous torture from the devil – the devil 

is not your friend. 

• His intention is to create a piece of hell in your marriage, at your workplace. Some people 

have been sent in your life by the devil in order to harass you. 

• Many people are facing burdens that they don’t know what to do with them.  
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• The devil is like a serial killer on the prow, tormenting a community without end. The devil 

can besiege a family, until the family is drawn to high levels of desperation. 

John 10:10a A thief has only one thing in mind—he wants to steal, slaughter, and destroy.  

• When the children of Israel crossed into the promised land, they had to content with other 

nations such as the Midianites.  The Midianites harassed and tormented the Israelites. 

Judges 6:1 And the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of Jehovah. And Jehovah delivered them 

into the hand of Midian seven years. 2 And the hand of Midian was strong against Israel. 

Before the faces of Midian, the sons of Israel made themselves dens in the mountains, and 

caves and strongholds.  

3 And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and 

the sons of the east, even they came up against them. 4 And they camped against them and 

destroyed the increase of the earth, until you come to Gaza. And they left no food for Israel, 

neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.  

5 For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as locusts for multitude, 

both they and their camels were without number. And they entered into the land to destroy 

it. 6 And Israel was made very poor because of the Midianites. And the sons of Israel cried to 

Jehovah.  

 

1.3 Without Jesus, man is helpless 

Matthew 9: 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd 

• It is one thing to be harassed knowing that help is available, it is another thing to be 

harassed with no possibility of getting help. 

• Man, without Jesus, is totally helpless and alone. When a burden stays for too long, the end 

result is a sense of helplessness. 

• Sheep without a shepherd is lost and is not able to find food, protection and shelter.  

• You need to know that people without Jesus are directionless – that is why they are happy 

today and tomorrow they are not. 

• When you are helpless, you are vulnerable to deception – you become gullible to anything 

that promises to offer you relief. 

• This is how people end up in cults – they would have gone through a season of harassment 

and got to a stage of being prepared to do anything for relief. 

• Cults offer temporary relief, only to further worsen the harassment.  
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2 Corinthians 11:14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 

 

2. The state of man with Jesus 

When humanity encounters divinity, the humanity gives way to divinity – no can remain the 

same when in the presence of God. 

There are many things we can try but everything else falls short over time – the only hope for 

humanity is Jesus Christ. 

Acts 4:12 Salvation exists in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men 

by which we must be saved.” 

 

2.1 The compassion of Jesus changes everything about a man 

Matthew 9: 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them… 

• Christianity is the only religion where God dies for His followers in order for the followers 

to be saved. 

• Every other religion requires the followers to pay a price in order to access their god. 

• As Jesus was walking, He had a deep compassion for the crowd – there is nothing that can 

be compared to the love of Jesus for you. 

• Jesus loves you so much that He chose to come and take your place as a sinner. 

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we 

ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 

• There is no greater love than the love of Jesus towards you – one of the greatest needs for 

humanity is to be loved. 

• The love of Jesus for man made him to be sensitive to the pain of human bondage – it was 

this passion for you and I that brought Him down to earth. 

• His compassion brought tears for the hardness of all hearts that were blinded by their sin 

• Jesus wept over the sins of Jerusalem, how they rejected the savior  

Luke 19:41-42 (NIV) 

41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even 

you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your 

eyes. 

• His compassion does not only deal with the sickness of your spirit man but goes on to touch 

the sickness of your body. 

• His compassion brought tears for the tragedy of mankind’s helplessness to death.  
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John 11:34 And He said, where have you laid him? They said to Him, Lord, come and 

see. 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, behold how He loved him!  

• Jesus is not only interested in saving your spirit but is also concerned by what touches your 

physical being. 

• Many people only believe that Jesus can deal with their sin issue but cannot deal with their 

financial issue or any other issue. 


