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Matthew 9:35-37 (NIV)35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few. 

 

• Last week we started with our new series entitled Passion Rescue Reloaded. This is a series 

that focuses on us living out the passion of Jesus. 

• Jesus came down to rescue humanity – it was because He passionately loved us. 

• We then embarked on talking about JESUS THE ONLY HOPE and this morning I want 

to continue on that same topic. 

• We said that in order to live out passion rescue and reach people for Jesus, one needs to 

appreciate the state of man without Jesus: 

1. The state of man without Jesus 

1.1 Without Jesus, the crowd leads the way 

1.2 Without Jesus, man is in a state of constant harassment 

1.3 Without Jesus, man is helpless 

 

2. The state of man with Jesus 

2.1 The compassion of Jesus changes everything about a man 

• You will agree with me that as things stand, we are starved of good news.  

• You will find that good news does not sell, it does not make great headlines – what makes 

headlines is things like; 

o Now there are 34 cases of the corona virus in South Africa 

o 25 people perish in an Eastern Cape bus accident  

o The worst stock market crush since 1991 

o Another child died in our Gauteng schools – now the total is 24 pupils since the new 

year 

• You cannot help it but feel sad every time you switch on your news channel. 

• In the middle of all the gloom and doom, good news can only be found in Jesus. 

2.2 Jesus brings good news to humanity 

Matthew 9:35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 
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• The good news that Jesus brings to you causes you to have the correct perspective to your 

many challenges. 

• That is why South Africa needs Jesus now more than ever. 

• The good news that Jesus brings to man is at the centre of the story of the bible – good 

news to a poor man is that he is no longer going to be poor, good news to a prisoner is that 

he is being freed, good news to a sick person is that they are healed. 

• Lets talk about the good news that Jesus was proclaiming: 

 

a) The Bible declares a principle of death  

For the wages of sin is death… (Romans 6:23) 

• At death, there is a separation of spirit and body; in the presence of sin, there is a separation 

between man and God. That separation resulted in a spiritual death 

• It means the pay of the Roman soldier, because formerly it was the custom to pay the 

soldier in these things. It means hence, what a man earns or deserves; what is his proper 

pay, or what he merits. As applied to sin, it means that death is what sin deserves 

Romans 5: 12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, 

so also death was passed on to all men, because all sinned. 

• This can be pictured with two cliffs with God on the opposite side from us separated by a 

large gap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The existence of the gap between us and God creates a sense of guilt and shame – it 

prompts us to try and close the gap by human effort. 
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• We do this in many different ways: going to church, temple or mosque, being religious, 

being good, helping the poor, meditation, trying to be more helpful, praying more, etc 

• All of these are acts of religion which will always fall short 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Though there is nothing wrong with all our religious efforts, but they are never sufficient.  

Isaiah 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; 

and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  

 

Isaiah 57:12  I will declare your righteousness, and your works; for they shall not do you any 

good.  

• The problem to the death in our spirit man, cannot be resolved by good merit – you need 

the correct solution for the problem you are facing. You don’t go to a sangoma to resolve 

economic problems; you look for economists who have the know-how. 

 

b) The cure to the judgment of death 

God provides a cure to the death trap – if you continue with the scripture we read, you will 

discover that there is a conjunction used, which heralds a change of direction 

For the wages of sin is death but… (Romans 6:23) 

• The focus moves away from the problem to the solution – the focus of the church should be 

on the solution and not hammering on the problem. 

For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord 

(Romans 6:23) 
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• The good news of the gospel is that the sacrifice of Jesus’ death is sufficient to bridge this 

separation between us and God. 

• Jesus comes as the bridge that can touch both the sinful man and the holy God – Jesus is 

both God and man. 

“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I AM!” (John 8:58) 

• I am was the Old Testament name of God – he was declaring His divinity by making this 

statement 

• Jesus became man as well 

Philippians 2:5  For let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6  who, being in the 

form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God, 7  but made Himself of no reputation, 

and took upon Himself the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. 8 And being 

found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the 

death of the cross.  

• Because he was both human and Divine, he is a mediator between God and mankind.  

Therefore he can ‘touch’ both sides of the chasm and span the gap separating God and 

people 

For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus. (1 

Timothy 2:5) 
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• The sacrifice of Jesus is given to us as a gift – a gift can only be a gift if it is freely given.  

• When you work for a gift, it is no longer a gift but a wage of merit. 

• The gift you receive is called eternal life – the sin that had closed you up in a state of death 

no longer has a hold on you because Jesus paid the price. 

• When a gift is given, there can only be two responses – either the gift is refused (“No thank 

you”) or it is received (“Thank you for your gift.  I will take it”). 

• The condition for you to experience the gift of eternal life is that you actively receive it – it 

cannot be a mental thing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romns 5:18 Therefore as by one offense sentence came on all men to condemnation, even so by 

the righteousness of One the free gift came to all men to justification of life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


