
THE MAN IN YOUR CORNER 

1 The Man In Your Corner 

Michael Manyuni M][M © 12 April 2020                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

I am generally not a fan of boxing and I know a number of people who struggle with boxing 

being categorized as a sporting code. But as I was contemplating on the season in which we are 

as a body of Christ, I could not help it but to glean into boxing in order to drive home what I 

believe the Lord wants to speak to us on this morning. 

 

One of the greatest boxers of all time was Muhammad Ali, he is the one known for being the 

Ali who flies like a butterfly and stings like a bee. For over 20 years, Ali rode the high wave in 

boxing. 

• Turned professional after winning gold at the 1960 Olympics, Ali turned professional.  

• At the age of 22, he become the youngest boxer to unseat a reigning heavyweight 

champion.  

• In 1978, Muhammad Ali became the first man to win the heavyweight title three times 

• Dubbed probably the best athlete in the 20th century 

However, what many people don’t know was the man who was behind Ali’s success over those 

two decades. 

The man was Angelo Dundee, he was Ali’s cornerman – he is the one who made Ali to fly like 

a butterfly and to sting like a bee. 

In general, a corner man is a person who is permitted to be present in a fighter's corner during a 

boxing match in order to provide advice or assistance to the fighter. 

In an interview, Angelo Dundee described his job as a cornerman in this way: “When you’re 

working with a fighter, you’re a surgeon, an engineer and a psychologist”. 

 

Today, as I stand before you, I cannot think of a better cornerman than the one who rose from 

the grave on the third day. So, I want to talk to you this morning on a message titled THE 

MAN IN YOUR CORNER. 

 

• Every fighter needs a cornerman and the caliber of your cornerman will determine how 

many fights you are going to win or lose. 

• Paul says in 1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith. Lay hold on eternal life, to which 

you are also called and have professed a good profession before many witnesses.  

• Your cornerman has to be someone who knows how to fight and how to win – who is your 

cornerman? 
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• We have a cornerman who has been in the fight, the one who got knocked down on the 

cross and the devil thought it was a complete knock out. 

• But Jesus got up on the third day and in the process overcame death and sin. – whenever I 

imagine this, I see scene in an action movie where the good guy comes out of a burning 

building to finish his enemy 

• This is the most significant aspect that differentiate Christianity from any other religion – 

Jesus rose from the dead. 

• Our cornerman overcame the two greatest enemies – death and sin. 

• With such a cornerman, there is no battle that you can face that He has not faced. 

• At His resurrection, the Bible tells us that He went to heaven. 

Luke 24:50 And He led them out as far as Bethany. And lifting up His hands, He blessed 

them. 51 And it happened as He blessed them, He withdrew from them and was carried up into 

Heaven. 52 And worshiping Him, they returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they were 

continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.  

• Going up to heaven positioned Jesus in a place where He can be the greatest cornerman for 

you. 

Hebrews 7:23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not allowed to continue 

because of death; 24 but He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable 

priesthood. 25 Therefore He is able also to save to the uttermost those who come unto God by 

Him, since He ever lives to make intercession for them. 26  For such a high priest became us, 

who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners and made higher than the heavens, 

• Jesus is seated on the right hand of God making intercession for you – I want to deal with 

this aspect because this makes Jesus the greatest cornerman. 

• That word to intercede, is quite packed – many believers have seen it in our ordinary sense 

of intercession, when we pray and plead for and on behalf of others. 

• The Greek word used in this instance speaks more of a mediator than it is for praying for 

you, the go between two parties, a representative for both parties. 

• As Jesus is seated on the right hand of God, He is for ever playing the role of the High 

priest. 

• You will remember that the High Priest in the Old Testament went into the Holy of Holies 

once every year with the atoning blood in order for sins of man to be covered.  

• The atoning blood allowed people to have a temporary access to God through the covering 

of their sins. 
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• Our cornerman is forever interceding for the fighters, not by vocal prayer and supplication 

but by the presentation of his sacrifice, blood, and righteousness. 

• His presence on the throne of God is a constant reminder to the God-Head that the price 

was paid. 

• He is best described as your advocate and mediator 

1Timothy 2:5 For God is one, and there is one Mediator of God and of men, the Man Christ 

Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.  

 

• Lets look a bit closer at the role of the cornerman during the fight 

Under the rules of boxing, the fighter's corner is a one-minute sanctuary between the physical 

battles of each round. During each interval, the corner man may provide the fighter with water 

or approved electrolyte replacement fluids, dressing up of cuts sustained etc. 

 

• Your cornerman (Jesus) gives you access to the fullness of God whilst you go through each 

round of your fights. 

Hebrews 4:14 Since then we have a great High Priest who has passed into the heavens, Jesus 

the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot 

be touched with the feelings of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted just as we are, yet 

without sin. 16 Therefore let us come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy 

and find grace to help in time of need.  

• Consider the benefits of having Jesus in your corner 

o He recommends your prayers before God 

John 16:24  Before now you have asked nothing in My name; ask and you shall receive, 

that your joy may be full… 26  At that day you will ask in My name; and I do not say to 

you that I will pray to the Father for you, 27  for the Father Himself loves you, because 

you have loved Me and have believed that I came out from God.  

o He removes your charges and accusations of Satan 

Roman 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 

who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  

 

o He ensures your consolation in times of distress 

Matthew 11:28Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest. 
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o He renews your strength to oppose sin 

o He bears you up whilst under temptations and deliverance out of them 

1 Cor 10:13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God 

is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you 

are tempted, He will also provide an escape, so that you can stand up under it. 

• In a boxing match, the corner man only has access to his fighter in between rounds – whilst 

the round is ongoing, the fighter is on his own.  

• In that moment he depends on his on will power to keep going. 

• Jesus knew how weak we are and Him and the Father came up with a plan – the plan was 

that not only will Jesus be your cornerman but Jesus will be inside you through the presence 

of the Holy Spirit. 

• The ascension of Jesus gave you access to the Holy Spirit 

John 16:7 But I tell you the truth, it is expedient for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, 

the Comforter will not come to you. But if I depart, I will send Him to you.  

• Jesus thought that it was not good enough for Him to be stuck in heaven mediating for 

them, I wanted to be within them to ensure their victory. 

• His disciples were not to leave Jerusalem without the Holy Spirit 

Acts 1:4 And having met with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 

await the promise of the Father which you heard from Me.  

• The Holy Spirit gives you power to outmuscle your enemy. He will add the super to your 

natural abilities. To get through your fights, you need dunamis, you need power 

Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power, the Holy Spirit coming upon you. And you shall be 

witnesses to Me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth.  

• The Holy Spirit helps you to fight according to the instructions of your cornerman (Jesus). 

John 14:26 (NASB) But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 

will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 

 

• The Holy Spirit will expose the tactics of the enemy against you 

John 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth. 

For He shall not speak of Himself, but whatever He hears, He shall speak. And He will 

announce to you things to come.  

 


