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Ephesians 3:1-10 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2 Surely you 

have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the 

mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly.  

 

4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 

which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the 

Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets.  

 

6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members 

together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 7 I became a servant 

of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power.  

 

8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach 

to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the 

administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all 

things.  

 

Who has ever prayed a prayer like this – Lord if you can use me for your glory and honor, I am 

available and willing? 

 

I think it is a profound prayer, exciting and life changing. Whenever I make that prayer, I see 

God doing things in me and through me that I never thought of. 

As we get started today, I want you to know that God has His eye on you – He has been 

looking for someone to use next. Some of you feel like you have been waiting on the way side 

as you see God doing things through other people. 

 

I am excited today because we are just about to embark on a brand-new series – if you have 

been around our church long enough, you would have noticed that we love doing series. We 

love doing systematic teaching in order to ground people in biblical principles. In the past 

month or so, we were dealing with the complete works of Calvary – how Jesus is there to 

utterly save mankind. 
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The title of our next series is GLORY DISPENSERS – this is about a God who is passionate 

about His glory and its manifestation thereof.  

Almost every blessing and breakthrough that came your way, came through a person. God 

loves partnering with frail humans to show forth His glory to mankind. 

You and I have a privilege of representing God where ever we are – the bible calls us his 

ambassadors, the body of Christ.  

We serve a glorious God, a God of great love and goodness. God is good and that is what glory 

is all about. What is the glory of God? 

 

• The glory of God is the invisible qualities of God made visible 

• Glory expresses the worth of God in the material sense (importance, greatness, honor, 

splendor, power) 

• The glory of the Lord lies in his goodness, especially in his pardoning grace and mercy, 

through the blood of Christ. 

 

 

We have been going through a corona season and one of the ways of preventing corona is 

through sanitization of our hands. So, without fail when you walk into a shop, you will 

encounter a friendly staff on the door holding a dispenser containing sanitizer inside. She is 

using a dispenser to push out this sticky liquid over your hands. 

 

So when we talk about glory dispensers, we are talking about a person, a church, a family that 

contains the glory of God and has mastered the technology of passing it on. There are a number 

of implications around the concept of a dispenser: 

 

1. The dispenser is simply a tool and a mechanism of distribution 

2. The dispenser must be filled with the right product 

3. The dispenser needs to have the ability to be refilled  

4. The dispenser is useful as long as it is able to do the job 

5. An empty dispenser is useless to the owner and to the customers 

6. The dispenser is ok with not receiving attention from the customers  
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• Paul was such a glory dispenser – lets go on a journey in exploring the life of this amazing 

dispenser from Ephesians 3. 

a) You are completely devoted to Jesus (A prisoner and servant) 

Ephesians 3:1,7 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles…7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the 

working of his power. 

• At the writing of this letter, Paul was a prisoner in Rome. He was not in prison for stealing 

sugar or something like that, he was in prison for the cause of Jesus. 

• His commitment to Jesus was of such a caliber that he was prepared to suffer harm in the 

process of serving Jesus. This is the level of devotion it will take if you and I are going to 

be dispensers of the glories of God. 

• In verse 7, Paul speaks of how he became a servant of the gospel. Again, Paul shows us his 

level of commitment. Servants do the wishes of their masters; servants have one goal and 

that goal is to please their servants.  

 

b) The glory is through you for someone else 

Ephesians 3:1,8 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles…8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: 

to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ 

• Glory dispensers are simply that; they are instruments and vessels through which God 

works. 

• Paul was an instrument to minister a mystery to the gentiles.  

• You need to understand that your gift is not for you but for others.  

• God is looking for vessels that are ready and usable for the benefit of others. When you are 

still stuck at asking what is in it for you, you are not yet ready to be a glory dispenser. 

• John the Baptist was a dispenser who understood His place. He gave glory to where glory 

was due. 

• He was prepared to step aside when Christ appeared on the scene – look at some of the 

statements he would utter. 

John 1:19 And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, Who are you? 20 And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, I am 

not the Christ.  
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John 3:29  He who has the bride is the bridegroom, but the friend of the bridegroom who 

stands and hears him rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Then my joy is 

fulfilled. 30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 31  He who comes from above is above all; 

he who is from the earth is earthly and speaks from the earth. He who comes from Heaven is 

above all, 

 

c) A dispenser gives what he/she has received from God 

Ephesians 3: 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given 

to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 

briefly. 

• Without getting, a dispenser cannot give out anything.  

• The ability to impart the glory of God, comes from having received from God. 

• You cannot give what you do not have – Peter at the beautiful gate told the lame guy 

“…silver and gold I have none, but what I have I give to you, in the name of Jesus rise up 

and walk” 

1 John 1:1-2 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our own eyes, which we have gazed upon and touched with our own hands— this is the 

Word of life. 2And this is the life that was revealed; we have seen it and testified to it, and we 

proclaim to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us. 

• Paul received the administration of grace of God, God made a mystery known to him. Out 

of what he received, Paul was able to dispense of it. 

• Many people want to dispense from nothing – every ministry ought to happen from the over 

flow.  

• It was said about Jesus in Luke 5:16 Yet He frequently withdrew to the wilderness to pray 

• The best gift you can give to people around you is to spend time with God – invest in your 

relationship with God and people around you will be satisfied. 

 

d) A dispenser is qualified by God 

Ephesians 3: 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given 

me 

• God will never call the qualified – this will be contrary to His personality. 

• A qualified dispenser does not need God, he can go on and do his thing.  

• God will call those people who will bring Him the glory. 



GLORY DISPENSERS 

 

5 Glory Dispensers Prt 1 

Michael Manyuni M][M © 17 May 2020                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

• Paul was the least of all the apostles and yet God saw it fit to use him for his purposes. 

1 Corinthians 1:26 Brothers, consider the time of your calling: Not many of you were wise by 

human standards; not many were powerful; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the 

foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame 

the strong. 

 

e) A dispenser is committed to showing His glory with clarity 

Ephesians 3: …9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for 

ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 

• Paul was committed to communicated an unadulterated mystery to the gentiles.  

• This is so key to any dispenser of the glory of God, God wants to be known in His holiness 

and purity. 

• On his last day with leaders of the church Ephesus, Paul said this 

Acts 20:26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27For I 

did not shrink back from declaring to you the whole will of God. 

 

Acts 14:1 At Iconium, Paul and Barnabas entered the Jewish synagogue as usual, and they 

spoke so well that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 

• Moses failed to show the true image of God and this resulted in him not making it into the 

promised land. 

Numbers 20: 12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust Me to 

show My holiness in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this assembly into the land I 

have given them.” 


