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Let’s jump straight into the word: 

2 Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of 

wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some to dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone purges 

himself from these, he shall be a vessel to honor, sanctified and useful to the Master, prepared 

for every good work. 22 But flee youthful lusts, and follow righteousness, faith, love, peace, 

with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  

A couple of years ago, I was about to take a trip to one of the African countries and it is one of 

those countries where electricity is very scarce. There you experience 24hrs if not days of load 

shading. I had an idea of buying a solar powered battery pack – I went on line and I managed to 

buy one. Thank God, it was delivered on time – when I had it in my hands, that is when all the 

trouble started. The battery pack could not charge up, meaning that I could not use it for its 

intended purpose. 

When it comes to becoming a glory dispenser, the vehicle is of paramount importance. 

The state of the instrument determines its usability. A glory dispenser ought to be both 

available and usable. 

We have a new breed of Christians who want to be used but do not worry about whether they 

are usable or not. 

The bible calls you ambassadors of the Kingdom of God. Every ambassador ought to be in the 

right standing with the sending country otherwise, that person will be recalled. 

The kingdom of God is ablaze with grace but is also governed by principles. 

 

Having said that, this morning, I want to deal with the fifth dimension of Glory dispensers – the 

title of my message is FIT FOR PURPOSE. 

• The purpose is to dispense the glory of God, the purpose is showcasing the person of Jesus 

around you. The big question is; are you fit for purpose. 

• Something that is fit for purpose is good enough to do the job it was designed to do. 

• We can see from the Old Testament that there was a standard required for the priests to live 

by.  

• Whenever the ark, which represented the presence of God was being transported, it had to 

be carried by priests who were fit for purpose. The priests needed to sanctify themselves 

before carrying the ark. 

• Dispensing the glory of God puts you in a place of the priests – the glory of God is the 

presence of God in our lives.  
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• What are some of the things that will make you fit for purpose – again being a glory 

dispenser is not for everyone. 

• Lets go to the scriptures we read from the onset  

  

2 Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of 

wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some to dishonor. 

• Three things are mentioned in this verse 

o Paul uses the analogy of a great house to refer to the church – we are part of a 

glorious church. The church of Jesus is not week but great and highly influential. 

o There is work that happens in this great house and this work is done by vessels and 

instruments. Every child of God is an instrument in the house of God – the question 

is; what type of an instrument are you?  

o There are always 2 groups of people or of vessels in the church of God 

o The one group is classified as gold, silver and honorable 

o The second group is classified as wood, earth and dishonorable 

• The distinction between these two groups is not on the basis of divine election, no. It is 

based on how these vessels carry themselves. 

• In other words, your conduct determines your usability  

• There is a lie that has entered the church that says you can live your life anyhow and God 

will still use you because we in the dispensation of grace. 

• God is determined to keep His name Holy and He says whoever comes to Him must 

consider Him as Holy. 

1Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you yourselves are God’s temple, and that God’s 

Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s 

temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

• Jesus did an assessment of seven churches located in Asia Minor, present-day Turkey and 

He wrote letters to them. In a letter to the church of Laodicea Jesus said the following; 

Revelation 3:14 And to the angel of the church of the Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful 

and true Witness, the Head of the creation of God, says these things: 15 I know your works, 

that you are neither cold nor hot. I would that you were cold or hot. 16 So because you are 

lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.  

• This is a strong worded letter from the head of the church – He expresses utter disgust over 

the state of this church. 
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• He says, choose which side you want to be and be committed to that – it cannot be partly in 

and partly out. This is the question; are fully devoted into the Kingdom of God or not. 

• Luke warmness will result in being spewed out of the mouth of Jesus – it means a 

lukewarm church is not fit for purpose.  

• Paul tells his young son in the ministry how to become fit for purpose 

1. Refuse ungodly influences in your live 

• Paul was telling Timothy that the company you keep will either make you fit for purpose of 

will defile you. 

2 Timothy 2:21 Therefore if anyone purges himself from these, he shall be a vessel to honor, 

sanctified and useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. 

• The context here was in reference to two preachers in the days of Paul that had gone off the 

rails – these were Hymenaeus and Philetus (verse 17). They had started preaching heresies. 

• This is not just company in terms of people, but this speaks to the books you read, the 

thought patterns you entertain, the choices you make. 

• Glory dispensers must shun away from defiling company and polluting principles. 

• What has happened to the fear of God, to honoring God with our bodies, to forgiving those 

who have wronged you? 

• When you refuse to be influenced by the leaven of religion, you become a vessel of honor. 

• Choosing your company carefully results in sanctification and setting yourself apart makes 

you fit for purpose. 

• The choices you make on the outside are a reflection of the condition of your heart.  

• Many people start off with great excitement about the things of God but with time, they 

become familiar with God and the church.  

• It is sad to observe that some of the most difficult people to lead in church are the veterans 

in church.  

• Again, Jesus addresses a church that had become familiar with the things of God and this is 

what He said: 

Revelation 2:4 But I have this against you: you have abandoned the passionate love you had 

for me at the beginning. 5 Think about how far you have fallen! Repent and do the works of 

love you did at first. I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place of influence if 

you do not repent.  
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2. Run away from youthful lusts and pursue uprightness  

• What you are able to outrun and what you are able to catch will determine your usefulness 

as a glory dispenser. 

• This is not about working for your salvation, but it is about working on your salvation. 

2 Timothy 2: 22 Run as fast as you can from all the ambitions and lusts of youth; and chase 

after all that is pure. Whatever builds up your faith and deepens your love must become your 

holy pursuit. And live in peace with all those who worship our Lord Jesus with pure hearts. 

• Though Timothy is referred to as a young pastor, you will be surprised to realize that in 

terms of age, he was not that young. 

• Timothy was now between thirty and forty years of age, the very age in which ambition and 

the love of power most generally prevail. 

• The youthful lust that Paul was talking about was not only in reference to youthful passions 

but also to unhealthy ambitions, the pursuit of power and control, the accumulation of 

wealth. 

• By and large, the sin that plagues the middle-aged people is ambition and the love of power 

• Glory dispensers out to watch out for vain glory, popular applause and seeking to have the 

pre-eminence 

• Paul goes on to tell Timothy what is obsession should be and this should be the obsession 

for every glory dispenser. 

2 Timothy 2: 22… and chase after all that is pure. Whatever builds up your faith and deepens 

your love must become your holy pursuit 

• The devil will not allow you to chase after what really matters – the intention of the devil is 

to slow you down spiritually so that you get caught up in youthful lusts. It sounds 

reasonable to spend the whole night working on your business proposal but does not sound 

reasonable to spent the whole night praying. 

• Let me bring it closer to our situation, it is makes sense spend your bandwidth on Netflix 

but is a challenge to spend the same data on a zoom prayer meeting. 

• Paul says pursue after whatever builds up your faith and deepens your love for God. 

•   

 


