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Genesis 12:6 And Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, unto the Oak of 

Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 7 And Jehovah appeared to Abram and said, I 

will give this land to your seed. And he built an altar there to Jehovah who appeared to him.  

 

Today we are doing part 2 of the series titled IN THE WAITING which we began last week. If 

you missed last week’s message, I want to encourage you to go onto our website or youtube 

channel and catch up. We received very encouraging feedback of how people were greatly 

blessed by that message.  

• One of the big questions you need to deal with is this; how do I remain connected to the 

God of the promise whilst in the waiting. 

• Your level of connectivity with God, determines your emotional state in the waiting. 

• When your network is bad, you get frustrated because you can’t hear what the other person 

is saying – even though they might be giving you vital information.  

• Where we have just read, we have our first encounter with Abram after entering the 

promised land. 

• When Abram entered into the promised land, he did something significant, which later 

became a habit of his. 

• After God appeared to Him, Abram built an alter to the Lord – this brings me to the title of 

my message: ALTERS OF WORSHIP 

• Abram teaches us that whilst you are in the waiting, you need to be in the habit of building 

altars of worship. 

• In total, Abram built at least four altars in his lifetime – this was a habit that enabled him to 

remain connected with God whilst in the waiting. 

Genesis 12:6 And Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, unto the Oak of 

Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 7 And Jehovah appeared to Abram and said, I 

will give this land to your seed. And he built an altar there to Jehovah who appeared to him. 

• Whilst in the waiting God desires to appear to you – many people do not see God in the 

waiting. 

• When you do not expect to see God in the waiting, you will not see Him – not because He 

has not shown up but because you are fixated with the wait. 

Genesis 13:8 And he moved from there to a mountain on the east of Bethel. And he pitched his 

tent with Bethel toward the sea and Hai on the east. And he built an altar there to Jehovah, and 

called upon the name of Jehovah.  



ALTARS OF WORSHIP 

 

2 In The Waiting Prt 2 
Michael Manyuni M][M © 12 July 2020                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

 

Genesis 13:18 And Abram moved his tent and came and lived in the oaks of Mamre, which is in 

Hebron. And he built an altar to Jehovah there.  

 

Genesis 22:9 

And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and 

laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar on the wood. 

 

What is the significance of altars and why do you need to build altars of worship in the 

waiting? 

• Altars were structures on which offerings were made to a deity - Thus, an altar is a place 

where sacrifice is offered, even if it is not an event involving slaughter. 

• Whenever an altar was erected, an animal had to die – altars thus signified a place of death. 

• It was not just any animal that could be sacrificed - Altars required proper sacrificial 

procedure. 

• An altar of worship represents a genuine desire to magnify the Lord, regardless of ones 

circumstances. 

• True worship will cause you to magnify God instead of the pain that comes with the 

waiting. 

• Worship places God at the center of your life and not the storm. 

• Every time that Abram worshiped God by sacrificing one of his chosen animals, he was 

reminded of who God is. 

• That is why you need to understand the need to be in mode of worship during the waiting. 

• True worship is an adoration of the person and nature of God in all seasons. 

• What makes altars of worship significant is that they are erected in times of trouble – we 

talk about offering sacrifices of worship. 

• David learnt to worship in his difficult times – David found himself lonely and gasping for 

life as Saul was pursuing after him (1 Samuel: 21 – 26).  

• He had a promise and yet at that time, the promise was turning into a nightmare that he 

would wish away. 

• David needed to make sure that his heart was still with God even in the bad times. Worship 

will preserve your heart from straying during the waiting 
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Psalm 34:1 A Psalm of David, when he changed his behavior before Abimelech; who drove him 

away, and he departed.  

I will bless Jehovah at all times; His praise always shall be in my mouth. 2 My soul shall make 

its boast in Jehovah; the humble shall hear and be glad. 3 O magnify Jehovah with me, and let 

us exalt His name together.  

 

4 I sought Jehovah, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 5 They looked to 

Him, and were filled with light; and their faces were not ashamed. 6 This poor man cried, and 

Jehovah heard, and saved him out of all his troubles.  

• David kept his heart aright and this qualified him to take over from Saul – there are things 

that we do that will delay the fulfilment of the promise. 

• In your time of waiting, the temptation is to focus on the now and not on eternity 

o You build altars of worship when you give away what you are in need of for the 

glory of God. 

o You build altars of worship by serving with excellence when you have nothing to 

show for it. 

o You will raise a halleluiah when there is nothing to celebrate – altars of worship will 

make you fall in love with the God of the promise and not the promise. This is when 

the person of God becomes more important than the deeds of God.  

 

• Altars were places where the divine and human worlds interacted.  

• Altars were places of exchange, communication, and influence. 

• Altar times are times of intimacy with God – when you offer your all to the God of heaven, 

the God of heaven will pour Himself into you. 

• David had an experience where he needed to offer a sacrifice in order to thank God for 

stopping the plague that had killed many people. He needed a place to build the altar and 

one of his subjects Araunah was ready to give him the threshing floor for free, but look at 

what David said 

2 Samuel 24:24 And the king said to Araunah, No, but I will surely buy from you at a price. 

And I will not offer burnt offerings to Jehovah my God of that which costs me nothing. And 

David bought the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.  
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25 And David built there an altar to Jehovah, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 

And Jehovah was entreated for the land, and the plague was stayed from Israel.  

 

• During the waiting, the motivation is not there to go out of your way to serve God and His 

people. 

• Whilst Abram was in the waiting, his brother Lot got into trouble leading to him being 

captured. Before his capture, Lot had parted ways with Abram. 

• The king of Sodom, the city in which Lot was staying was attacked and defeated by five 

other kings.  

• Abram could have been in a state of sulking because nothing was working for him – but 

instead he rose to the occasion and rescued his brother. 

Genesis 14:14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he led forth his 

trained servants, born in his own house (three hundred and eighteen) and pursued them to 

Dan.  

 

15 And he divided himself against them by night, he and his servants. And he struck them, and 

pursued them to Hobah, which is on the left of Damascus. 16 And he brought back all the 

goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his goods, and the women also, and the 

people.  

• There is nothing that will test your heart as worshipping God whilst you are going through 

your storms. 

• This is the only way you and I can break the spirit of idolatry and false worship – you 

worship Him in the storm. 

• Altars require proper sacrificial procedure, and need the appropriate sacrifices in various 

circumstances. 

• Like David, we need to ask whether what we are doing is worth of the great God.  

• The spiritual world response to altar activities – God response to altars 

• God honors altars of worship – whenever an altar was properly constructed and the sacrifice 

was acceptable, God would respond with fire. 

1 Chronicles 21:26 And David built an altar there to Jehovah, and offered burnt offerings and 

peace offerings, and called on Jehovah. And He answered him from Heaven by fire on the altar 

of burnt offering.  
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Genesis 22:10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 And 

the Angel of Jehovah called to him from the heavens and said, Abraham! Abraham! And he 

said, Here am I.  

 

12 And He said, Do not lay your hand on the lad, nor do anything to him. For now I know that 

you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only one, from Me.  

• When you build altars of worship, you become attractive to God 

• Yahweh did not need sacrifices to survive. The Israelites, however, needed to perform the 

act of sacrifice in order to survive 


