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Genesis 12:1 And Jehovah said to Abram, Go out of your country, and from your kindred, and 

from your father's house into a land that I will show you. 2 And I will make you a great nation. 

And I will bless you and make your name great. And you shall be a blessing. 3 And I will bless 

those that bless you and curse the one who curses you. And in you shall all families of the earth 

be blessed. 4 And Abram departed, even as Jehovah had spoken to him. And Lot went with him. 

And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.   

 

 

A number of months ago, I took our 6-year-old for teeth extraction – his new teeth were giving 

him grief and therefore his dentist ordered an extraction of the milk teeth under general 

anesthetics.  

By 6 am we were in the waiting room with a number of other parents with their little ones. It 

was charged with all sorts of emotions as the parents were trying to calm their kids. You know 

that moment where the helper is as nervous as the one being helped. This past week, I was 

brought back to that moment in the waiting room. 

The waiting room is charged with all sorts of emotions: 

• Anxiety and trepidation  

• Fear of the unknown – in the waiting room, you don’t know if you will come out of the 

theatre alive or not. 

• A sense of panic – you are sometimes in the waiting room because your doc called you in to 

talk to you about the results of your blood tests. 

• You become impatient in the waiting room – you could be the one waiting for your loved 

one who has gone in to see the specialist. 

• A sense of anger – you are asking yourself, why me right now 

This analogy is pretty much a picture of what happens to us in real life, when we are waiting or 

for something. 

This brings me to the title of our brand-new series – for the coming 6 or 7 weeks we are going 

to dive into a series titled IN THE WAITING. 

• Raise your hand if you have ever found yourself in the waiting – maybe the last time you 

were in the waiting was when you were waiting to get an answer from your girl after 

proposing to her. 

• A lot of things happen in the waiting – what you do in the waiting determines the outcome 

of your waiting. 
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Psalm 27:13-14 (NKJV)13 I would have lost heart, unless I had believed That I would see the 

goodness of the Lord In the land of the living. 14 Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And 

He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord! 

• If you have been on a journey with God, you understand that there is a thing called in the 

waiting. 

• There is tension that exists in the waiting - You have the promises of God on one side, you 

have the waiting in the middle and your have the reality of the promises on the other side.  

• For some the waiting takes a life time, for some it takes 1 year, for others it takes 6 months.  

o They are asking; when are you getting married 

o When is the first child coming? 

o How many are you now in your church 

o What do you do for a living? 

 

• Lets talk about that moment when you discovered that you are with child - By God’s grace 

you conceived and from the time of conception, till the child comes, you find yourself in 

the waiting. 

• You have someone growing inside of you but you can’t see them properly – from the day 

you fall pregnant, life as you know it changes. 

• Your sleeping pattern changes, your diet is strictly monitored, you can no longer take 

certain medications – all because you are in the waiting. 

• What you do in the waiting can either kill the promise or keep the promise alive in you 

• Many Christians are good at receiving the promise but are bad at waiting – we want it now, 

if it does not happen now then it was not God. 

• You can never be too ready for the waiting because the way you waited last time won’t be 

the same way you are going to wait this time around. 

• The best you can do is to learn the principles that work during any type of waiting – the 

bible teaches us principles we need to live by during the waiting. We learn that by 

observing the lives of those who emerged victorious in their waiting. 

 

• Two people come to mind – David and Abram in the waiting. 

• David waited for almost 15 years from the time of receiving the kingly anointing to 

physically seating on the throne. 
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• Abram waited for 25 years from the time of receiving the promise of a son to when he held 

the son in his hands. 

Abram in the waiting tells us a few lessons. 

• Abram was doing ok until the Lord came and messed up with what seemed to be ok. Until 

you are face to face with the promises of God, you will think life cannot get better. 

• The blessings of God will change your concept of a good life. By human standards, Abram 

was doing ok, until God appeared to him. 

Genesis 12:1 And Jehovah said to Abram, Go out of your country, and from your kindred, and 

from your father's house into a land that I will show you.  

• The blessing of God; the promises of God will take you out of your comfort zone – if you 

are ok with your comfort then you are not ready for the blessing of the Lord. 

• The promises of God are amazing but the first thing they will do is to mess up with your 

routine of life. 

• Abram was told of another land he could possess but in order to possess the land, he needed 

to let go of the familiar, he needed to let go of what was certain and enter into a zone of the 

uncertain called faith. 

• The promises of God are acquired by those who live by faith – remember partaking in the 

goodness of the Lord is a choice you make. 

• Look at what was at stake: 

Genesis 12:2 And I will make you a great nation. And I will bless you and make your name 

great. And you shall be a blessing. 3 And I will bless those that bless you and curse the one who 

curses you. And in you shall all families of the earth be blessed.  

• The blessing of the Lord will make your past look like child’s play – from being an 

unknown family, God was going to make him into a great nation. 

• When God blesses you, He has nations and generations in mind. 

• When God blesses you, everyone around you will know it 

• In just 2 verses, God says I will, 3 times. When God promises you something, it leaves a 

finger print that says God made. 

• He told Abram that He will make him into a great nation, He will bless him, and He will 

make his name great. 

• Every promise demands an appropriate response from you 
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• It is for God to promise but it is for you to respond – how have you responded to God’s 

promises over your life. 

• Your response goes beyond head knowledge, it requires you to act in line with the promise. 

• For Abram, one of the relevant actions was to leave his comfort zone. 

Genesis 12: 4 And Abram departed, even as Jehovah had spoken to him. And Lot went with 

him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.   

• We are not told how long it took before Abram departed, we are told in the next verse that 

he departed as Jehovah had spoken. 

• When God gives you a promise, we do not have the privilege of knowing when the promise 

will be fulfilled unless there is a timeframe attached to the promise. 

• We are told that Abram was 75 years of age when he departed from Haran. 

•  Receiving God’s promises kicks into motion the waiting process 

• The promises of God are sure – He watches over His word 

2 Corinthians 1: 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was proclaimed among you by me 

and Silvanus and Timothy, was not “Yes” and “No,” but in Him it has always been “Yes.” 20 

For all the promises of God are “Yes” in Christ. And so through Him, our “Amen” is spoken to 

the glory of God. 

 

1 Peter 1: 24 For, “All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flowers of the field; the grass 

withers and the flowers fall, 25but the word of the Lord stands forever.” And this is the word 

that was proclaimed to you. 

• Partakers of the promises of God know how to behave in the waiting. 

• Abraham knew how to survive in the waiting – that is why he earned the right to be called 

the father of faith. 

• Today, we are called to have the faith of Abraham. 

• It is a tricky thing to survive in the waiting – anyone who survives in the waiting comes out 

different. 

• Maybe you are in in the waiting and you are out of your depth – its ok, we have father 

Abraham who can teach us how to live through it. 

• As I conclude today’s intro to this series, we have to ask ourselves a number of questions 

around this matter 

o What is the purpose of the waiting? 
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o Is God present in the waiting? 

o What happens in the waiting? 

o What is expected of me in the waiting? 

o Is the waiting for everyone and for every promise?    


