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Genesis 15:1 After these things the Word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear 

not, Abram, I am your shield and your exceeding great reward. 2 And Abram said, Lord God, 

what will You give me, since I am going childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of 

Damascus? 3 And Abram said, Behold, You have given no seed to me. And behold, one born in 

my house is my heir.  

 

4 And behold, the Word of Jehovah came to him saying, This one shall not be your heir. But he 

that shall come forth out of your own bowels shall be your heir. 5 And He brought him outside 

and said, Look now toward the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to count them. And 

He said to him, So shall your seed be. 6 And he believed in Jehovah. And He counted it to him 

for righteousness. 

 

Exactly 10 years ago to the month, my family and I relocated from Capetown to Gauteng 

Centurion. I loved the time I spent in Cape Town – they were really the formative years of both 

my career and ministry. We stayed in the Southern suburbs in Tokai and just down the road 

from our place, there was Muizenberg and its beautiful beaches and the like. Along one of the 

main streets of Muizenberg there is this huge anchor on display. Unless you know something 

about ships and the like, you will not appreciate the importance of an anchor. 

An anchor is a fascinating piece of instrument and that is what I want to talk about – the title of 

my message is simply ANCHORED. 

• What is an anchor? 

o An anchor is a device, normally made of metal, used to connect a vessel to the bed 

of a body of water to prevent the craft from drifting due to wind or current. 

o By implication, an anchor therefore be a noun describing someone or something that 

gives support when needed. 

o Anchors can either be permanent or temporary  

o Different anchors are designed for different seabed – sandy, rocky or clay. 

• What is the point – the point is that every person in a state of waiting ought to be anchored. 

• In the absence of anchorage, like a ship out on sea, you will be blown away from your 

position by the winds of life. 

• The stability of a ship anchored is determined by the type of anchor and seafloor on which 

it rests. 

• Your ability to remain steady in the waiting is determined by what you are anchored upon. 
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• In the portion of scriptures we have read, we come across father Abram now 86 years of 

age – 11 years after the promise. 

• God visits him again and gave him another word of assurance. At that time, heaven had 

seen that Abram was not doing well – for after waiting for 11 years for a promise, 

something is bound to give. 

• You can hear from the tone that Abram had made peace with the fact that no child was 

coming his way. 

• During the waiting, it is possible to make peace with the fact that the promise was never 

meant to be. 

Genesis 15:1 After these things the Word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear 

not, Abram, I am your shield and your exceeding great reward. 2 And Abram said, Lord God, 

what will You give me, since I am going childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of 

Damascus? 3 And Abram said, Behold, You have given no seed to me. And behold, one born in 

my house is my heir. 

• In the waiting the devil would want us to rationalize our situation in order to make 

ourselves comfortable with the situation – it is not your calling to settle in the absence of 

the promise. 

• Abram was losing site of the promise – he was losing site of the word of God.  

• In order to survive the waiting, you need to be anchored in the word of God.  

• When Go saw a shaky Abram, He decided to come down and give him another dosage of 

His word. 

• Without being anchored in the word, you will abort the baby during the waiting.  

• Listen to what God said to Abram. 

Genesis 15: 4 And behold, the Word of Jehovah came to him saying, This one shall not be your 

heir. But he that shall come forth out of your own bowels shall be your heir. 5 And He brought 

him outside and said, Look now toward the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to 

count them. And He said to him, So shall your seed be. 6 And he believed in Jehovah. And He 

counted it to him for righteousness. 

• God came and reassured Abram that when a word is released, that word is for sure – Abram 

needed to refocus on the word of God. 

• God has no time to release a word for naught – when He speaks, it settles it. 
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• You can say at this time, the anchor was off and the ship was drifting – a drifting ship is a 

danger to itself and to other vessels around it. 

• When you are not anchored in the word, you are a danger to yourself and to others around 

you. 

• The word of God is the only secure reference point for someone in the waiting 

• The only thing that sustains me, is when I am able to locate myself in the written word and 

in the prophetic word. 

• The devil wants you to practice selective memory – you remember everything else but the 

word. 

• Abram left Haran because he believed the promise – something happened in the course of 

the 11 years. Drift occurred. 

• Many people start well, excited about the promise but they forget to remain anchored in the 

word. 

• God means it when He releases a word to you – God gave Abram a reference point as a 

reminder. 

Genesis 15: 5 And He brought him outside and said, Look now toward the heavens and count 

the stars, if you are able to count them. And He said to him, So shall your seed be. 6 And he 

believed in Jehovah. And He counted it to him for righteousness. 

• God gave Abram a picture and a reference point in the form of the stars of the heaven. Can 

you imagine a picture of Abram walking under the open skies every night and 

contemplating a great nation? 

• When it comes to a promise, it always takes at least 2 people for a promise to be 

implementable.  

• There are at least two parties to every promise in the Bible – God and you 

• In this situation, we have God coming down uninvited to reassert His word to Abram. 

• When it comes to God’s promise – it is not so much the promise that is of importance but it 

is the nature of the promise giver. 

• You survive the wait when you have your eyes are fixed on the nature of the promise giver. 

• Like they say; if God says it, then it settles it. 

• Someone needs to be reminded of the type of God who made the promise. In this vision, we 

see two aspects of God’s nature – the one is that God is unchanging  
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• The unchanging nature of God makes His promises secure - God does not change His mind 

after making a promise. 

Numbers 23:19 God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change 

his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill? 

 

James 1:17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, 

who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow. 

• He is always the same, at all seasons of the year, and in all ages; there is no change in his 

character, his mode of being, his purposes and plans.  

• What he was millions of ages before the worlds were made, he is now; what he is now, he 

will be countless millions of ages hence. 

Malachi 3:6 For I am Jehovah, I change not. Because of this you sons of Jacob are not 

destroyed.  

• This nature of God is unique to God – it this unchanging nature that makes Him God. 

• Change implies imperfection; it changes to that which is either more perfect or less perfect 

• When you are anchored on a stable character, you are secure indeed – an unstable partner to 

a promise will render any promise unattainable.   

• The nature of God makes His promises trustworthy – a testimony to this effect was given 

by people of old in the Bible. 

Joshua 21:44 And the LORD gave them rest on every side, just as He had sworn to their 

fathers. None of their enemies could stand against them, for the LORD delivered all their 

enemies into their hand. 45Not one of all the LORD's good promises to the house of Israel 

failed; everything was fulfilled. 

• When God came to speak to Abram, He found a man that was not in a state to receive the 

promise any longer. 

• Abram was ok with having his servant as an heir to his inheritance, but listen to what God 

said: 

Genesis 15:4 And behold, the Word of Jehovah came to him saying, This one shall not be your 

heir. But he that shall come forth out of your own bowels shall be your heir. 

• God is patient by nature and He is patient with you in the waiting 

• We quickly give up on ourselves, on our ability to receive the promise, on our qualification 

to receive it. 
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2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 

toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

 

Psalm 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger and abundant 

in lovingkindness and truth. 

 

Nehemiah 9:30 “However, You bore with them for many years, And admonished them by Your 

Spirit through Your prophets, Yet they would not give ear. Therefore You gave them into the 

hand of the peoples of the lands 

•  


