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Genesis 15: 4 And behold, the Word of Jehovah came to him saying, This one shall not be your 

heir. But he that shall come forth out of your own bowels shall be your heir. 5 And He brought 

him outside and said, Look now toward the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to 

count them. And He said to him, So shall your seed be. 6 And he believed in Jehovah. And He 

counted it to him for righteousness. 

 

Genesis 17:1 And when Abram was ninety-nine years old, Jehovah appeared to Abram and 

said to him, I am the Almighty God! Walk before Me and be perfect. 2 And I will make My 

covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly. 3 And Abram fell on his face. 

And God talked with him, saying, 4 As for Me, behold! My covenant is with you, and you shall 

be a father of many nations.  

 

Last week we began talking about the need to be anchored in the word during the waiting. We 

discovered that when it comes to the promises of God, there are always 2 parties to them – you 

and God. 

We also spoke briefly about the nature of God which makes His promises sure – God is both 

unchanging and patient.  

You survive the wait when you have your eyes fixed on the nature of the promise giver. 

Having said that, today I want us to explore the aspect of the promise which has to do with you. 

• The promises of God are sure, but are we in a state to receive the promises. This morning I 

want to talk you on the subject matter HOW TO STAY ANCHORED 

• How does one remain anchored in the word whilst being in the waiting? 

• The Bible uses terms like: abide in me, remain in, keep this in mind – when it comes to our 

relationship with God, it is about remining in Him all the time. 

Ephesians 6:13Therefore take up the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 

will be able to stand your ground, and having done everything, to stand. 

• The intention of the devil is to remove you from your position. 

• Where we have read this morning – Genesis 15 and then Genesis 17, you will find that 

between these two chapters, life happened to Abram, Abram was visited by an evil day. 

• God spoke to Abram in chapter 15, when he was 86 years of age and the next time He 

spoke to him was in chapter 17 and he was 99 years old.  

• This means that God did not say anything to Abram in a period of 13 years. It was in those 

13 years that Ishmael was born – Ishmael was never the plan of God for Abram. 
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• This shows you the importance of staying anchored in the waiting. 

• When the anchor is off, Ishmael is the outcome – how many Ishmaels have you conceived 

in the course of waiting? 

Lets explore 3 ways in which you can remain anchored  

1. Maintain a constant exposure to the word 

• God spoke in Genesis 11, Genesis 12, Genesis 15 and Genesis 17 and it was the same word 

that God was saying. 

• The more exposure you have to the word, the more you can believe it. 

• Ignorance is not bliss – there is nothing special with not knowing the content of scripture. 

• When you are ignorant of God’s word, you will hold God to a standard He never 

communicated.  

• Whilst in the waiting, you need to ensure that you hold God to what He said – be weary of 

misquoting scripture, wrongly applying scripture etc. 

• A research outcome by a research Organisation called Barna organization shows that 

Christians know the least about their religion. 

• When you use an accurate tool wrongly, you will get wrong results – when you use the 

word incorrectly you will not get the desired results. 

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I will also reject you from being priest to Me. Since you have forgotten the Law of 

your God, I will also forget your sons, even I.  

• God is not moved by emotions but by what He said in His word  

Isaiah 55:10 For just as rain and snow fall from heaven and do not return without watering the 

earth, making it bud and sprout, and providing seed to sow and food to eat, 11so My word that 

proceeds from My mouth will not return to Me empty, but it will accomplish what I please, and 

it will prosper where I send it. 

• Paul exhorted his spiritual son Timothy to study in order to approve himself before man and 

God. 

2 Timothy 2:15 Study earnestly to present yourself approved to God, a workman that does not 

need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. 

• You need to see the word as a basic necessity whilst in the waiting 

1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn infants, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 

your salvation 
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• Those who carry the word will never get lost – Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my 

feet and a light to my path. 

• Those who drink the word are constantly refreshed in the waiting - John 4:14 but whoever 

drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst, but the water that I shall give him 

shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.  

 

2. Its not how much word you know, but how much word you do 

• Every time we hear the word, we are excited, we jump up and down we shout “its mine, I 

take it…” – but that is only the beginning of the journey. 

• God was faithful in giving the word but was Abram always faithful in the waiting. In 

between, Abram ran into multiple problems – this is a wakeup call for everyone, you are 

bound to run into trouble during the waiting. 

• In Chapter 15, the Bible says the following: 

Genesis 15: 6 And he believed in Jehovah. And He counted it to him for righteousness. 

• Abram believed when the word was released but struggled to place the word in his reality. 

• Look at what Abram did when he was facing reality – his reality was the deadness of 

Sarai’s womb; his reality was his lack of strength as an old man.  

• What is your reality today? 

Genesis 16:1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, did not bear. And she had a female slave, an Egyptian, 

and her name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, Behold now, Jehovah has kept me from 

bearing. I pray you, go in to my slave woman. It may be that I may be built by her. And Abram 

listened to the voice of Sarai.  

• Let me ask you a question – what word do you know but find it difficult to live it out. I 

have moments like that when I fail to walk the talk. 

• Many Christians are big talkers but small doers. The bible tells us the following: 

James (TPT) 1:22 Don’t just listen to the Word of Truth and not respond to it, for that is the 

essence of self-deception. So always let his Word become like poetry written and fulfilled by 

your life!  

• Every time you do the word, you become a partaker of the divine nature of God 

• It means that you gain access to the capability and power that resides in God 

Luke 1:38 And Mary said, Behold the servant of the Lord. Let it be to me according to your 

word. And the angel departed from her.  
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Luke 5:4 And as He stopped speaking, He said to Simon, Launch out into the deep and let your 

nets down for a haul. 5 And answering, Simon said to Him, Master, we have toiled all the night 

and have taken nothing. Yet at Your word I will let down the net. 6 And doing this, they 

enclosed a great multitude of fish. And their net was being torn.  

• In the waiting, you sometimes do not sense God – maybe it is just me; there are times when 

I do not sense God. 

• Do you realise that you do not faith when God is doing the speaking, you need faith when 

you feel like you are all by yourself. 

• The perceived silence of God in the waiting does not nullify His word. 

• This is a truth that will cause us to keep on doing the word even there are not imminent 

results.  

• When God seems to be silent, it is time to go back to His word, it is the time to go back to 

those journals you wrote years ago when He spoke. 

 

3. Translate head knowledge into heart knowledge 

• I have discovered that many Christians have plenty of head knowledge but lack heart 

knowledge. 

• In this regard David says the following: 

Psalm 119:11 I have hidden Your Word in my heart, so that I might not sin against You.  

 

Psalm 37:31 The Law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide.  

• Head knowledge puffs you up but heart knowledge transforms you. 

• Heart knowledge is what keeps you anchored in the waiting.  

• The waiting period is a litmus test of whether you only have head knowledge or you have 

heart knowledge. 

• The idea and the concept of heart knowledge is the work of the Holy Spirit upon the word 

we have acquired in our brains. 

• As a born-again child of God, you have been given a heart that is capable of obeying the 

word of God. This work of transformation took place in your heart and not in your brain so 

to speak. 
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• You therefore need to give time to the Holy Spirit to work on the word you receive until it 

goes past your brain and is implanted in your spirit man. 

Hebrews 10:16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord; 

I will put My Laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,"  

• Someone said – do not underestimate the distance between the heart and the head. 

• The time you give to the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth in the promises of God is the 

process called meditation. 

• Meditating is waiting on a scripture, speaking a scripture aloud, asking the Holy Spirit to 

reveal the truth. 

• It is this process that will result in life altering revelation – meditating upon the word of 

God results in faith filled behavior.  

Joshua 1:8 This book of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on 

it by day and by night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For 

then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall act wisely.  

• The trajectory of your life is influenced by what occupies your heart 

• We have a responsibility of filling our hearts with the treasure of the word of God. 

 

 

 

 


