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Genesis 18: 1 The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was 

sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three 

men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them 

and bowed low to the ground.  

 

3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a 

little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me 

get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have 

come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”.  

If you are joining us for the first time, you find us at the tail end of a series that has touched 

many lives – IN THE WAITING. Today we are doing Prt 5 of the series. 

Almost 15 years ago, I read a book that had a great impact on my leadership journey. It was a 

book by the leadership guru, John C Maxwell. The title of that book is the Winning attitude. In 

that book John talks about how your attitude is key to the person and leader you will become. 

Maxwell outlines how our attitude can make or break us in our professional and personal lives. 

The title of that book has inspired the title of my message this morning – I want to talk to you 

on the subject matter THE WINNING ATTITUDE in the waiting.  

Right on the first page of the book, there was is this quote: 

“Ability is what you’re capable of doing. Motivation determines what you do. Attitude 

determines how well you do it” – Lou Holtz (Notre Dame Football Coach) 

Many people die during the waiting because of the wrong attitude.  

Your attitude matters during the waiting season – a smelly attitude will make the waiting 

unbearable.  

As we slowly wind down on this series, we are going to expand our focus beyond Abram to 

reach other great people in the Bible who thrived during the waiting. We will glean into their 

conduct in order to identify the winning attitude. 

Let’s start off with the man Abram himself, who has been so faithful to teach us lessons about 

the waiting room. 

• We catch up with Abram having a weird encounter with three man – these were no ordinary 

men but on the outside they looked ordinary. 

• Abram was now going 24 years without receiving the promised child. When you have been 

waiting that long, your attitude can easily become sour. 
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• An ordinary Abram would have been sulking, distant, unapproachable, very impatient but 

we see an unusual behavior from Abram. 

Genesis 18: 1 The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was 

sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three 

men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them 

and bowed low to the ground.  

 

3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a 

little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me 

get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have 

come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”.  

1. Attitude 1 – Maintain a hospitable attitude  

• Abram did not have to consider these three men but his hospitable attitude could not allow 

him to do that. 

• Hospitality is a virtue that is both commanded and commended throughout Scripture. 

• From a distant these men did not look like angels with one of them being the theophany of 

Christ. 

• Abram refused to lose himself in the waiting – he refused to be closed up in his own world. 

Do not close yourself in your own world during the waiting. 

• The waiting can change you into a nasty person – do you like the person you are becoming 

during the waiting. 

• Closing yourself in your world means that you are no longer available to receive people 

into your life. 

• In the waiting be a source of comfort to someone in need. Abram saw these man and his 

heart went out to them. You need to understand that the area was predominantly desert and 

therefore it would get very hot. 

Genesis 18: 3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant 

by. 4 Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 

5 Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that 

you have come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”. 

• The devil wants you to focus on what is not working – you need to lift you head and 

observe many other things that are going well for you. 
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• Abram had no child but he was rich in animals and servants. Though he had no child, 

Abram still had much to offer. 

• In the waiting, you can easily become envious of people who have what you are waiting 

for. It is possible to struggle with married couples if you are single, to struggle with 

working people if you are waiting for a job. 

• You beat the devil at his game by cleaning people’s cars when you don’t have your own 

car, you volunteer to baby sit when you do not have children of your own, you go and pray 

for the sick when you yourself is sick. 

• A hospitable attitude will make your waiting worthwhile – it is in the process of serving 

others that your breakthrough will come. 

• Abram welcomed God into his home – that was the end of his waiting. 

Genesis 18:10 And He said, I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and lo, 

Sarah your wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard in the tent door which was behind Him.  

 

2. Attitude 2: Remain faithful 

• What the devil wants to do is to turn you into an unfaithful and unreliable person during 

your waiting. 

• He reminds you of how God has not answered your prayers, how hard you have served Him 

without getting your way in life. 

• This is a typical thought pattern that is found in the devil – the devil wants you and I to 

doubt the integrity of God. 

• The person that comes to mind is Jacob – he found himself in a 20-year waiting period. 

Genesis 28:13 And behold! Jehovah stood above it, and said, I am Jehovah, the God of 

Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac! The land on which you lie I will give to you and to 

your seed. 14 And your seed shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to 

the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south.  

 

And in you and in your Seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 And, behold, I am 

with you, and will keep you in every place where you go, and will bring you again into this 

land. For I will not leave you until I have done that which I have spoken of to you.  

• God gave him a promise but no time frames were given – I have this as a pattern around 

God’s promises. Whenever God gives you a promise, it is rare that He also gives you the 

timeframe for its fulfilment. 
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• Jacob had a promise to become great nation one day, to be a source of blessing for the 

entire families of the earth. 

• When he woke up from the dream, the next thing he found himself working a laborer for his 

father in law. Now, if you are married you will know that there is nothing as humbling as 

working for your father in law. 

• Jacob served his father in law for 20 yrs though he had the promise to be a great nation. 

What was Jacob’s attitude during the waiting? 

Genesis 31:38 I was with you these twenty years. Your ewes and she-goats have not cast their 

young, and the rams of your flock I have not eaten. 39 That which was mangled I did not bring 

to you; I bore the loss of it. You required it at my hand, whether stolen by day, or stolen by 

night. 40 I was there; in the day the heat consumed me, and the frost by night. And my sleep 

departed from my eyes.  

 

41 And I have been twenty years in your house. I served you fourteen years for your two 

daughters, and six for your flocks. And you have changed my wages ten times. 42 Unless the 

God of my fathers, the God of Abraham, and the Fear of Isaac had been with me, surely you 

would have sent me away now empty. God has seen my affliction and the labor of my hands, 

and rebuked you last night.  

• Jacob was not squeaky clean but here we see a giant in character – he showed a great 

attitude of being faithful and dependable. 

• In your waiting, God will allow you to build some else’s house – will you be faithful? 

• If you are not prepared to build another person’s house, then you are not ready to build your 

own. 

• The attitude of faithfulness is there for all to see: 

o He served for a long time under difficult circumstances  

o What he looked after appreciated in value 

o He repaid any flock that was stolen or lost – was responsible for any losses 

o He endured harsh climatic conditions – heat and frost 

o Remained faithful when being defrauded of his wages – 10 times. 

• God sees and rewards every act of faithfulness  

Genesis 31: 42 Unless the God of my fathers, the God of Abraham, and the Fear of Isaac had 

been with me, surely you would have sent me away now empty. God has seen my affliction and 

the labor of my hands, and rebuked you last night. 


