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If you are joining us for the first time, you find us at the tail end of a series that has touched 

many lives – IN THE WAITING. Today we are doing Prt 6 of the series. Last week, we began 

exploring the attitude you need to adopt in order to thrive during your waiting. The title of the 

message was The winning attitude and today I am going to continue with that theme and this 

will be the last message for this series. 

 

I said that the theme was inspired by a book by John C Maxwell titled The winning attitude. 

I want to start off by reading you again a quote found on the first page of that book: 

“Ability is what you’re capable of doing. Motivation determines what you do. Attitude 

determines how well you do it” – Lou Holtz (Notre Dame Football Coach) 

In this regard we found that your attitude in the waiting will either make you or break you. Last 

we covered just 2 attitudes: 

 

1. Attitude 1 – Maintain a hospitable attitude  

2. Attitude 2: Remain faithful 

God willing, today I am going to cover 3 more attitudes and this will spell the end of our series. 

 

3. Attitude 3: Fear God  

• This is such a key attitude to fight for whilst in the waiting. I am not talking about a fear 

that brings about terror in your life, I am talking about an attitude of reverence and respect 

for God. 

• The fear of God is synonymous with  

o having respect for Him and to obey Him.  

o acknowledge Him to be your Creator  

o giving God the right to be your Lord.  

o acting out of respect for Him 

• That is why the bible says the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom  

• The person that comes to mind when we talk about the fear of God is Joseph 

Genesis 39:6 And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand. And he did not know anything that he 

had, except the bread which he ate. And Joseph was beautiful in form and beautiful in 

appearance. 7 And after these things it happened that his master's wife cast her eyes upon 

Joseph. And she said, Lie with me.  
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8 But he refused and said to his master's wife, Behold, my master does not know what is in the 

house with me, and he has given all that he has into my hand. 9 There is none greater in this 

house than I. Neither has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife.  

 

How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? 10 And it happened as she 

spoke to Joseph day by day, that he did not listen to her to lie with her, or to be with her.  

• This is a popular passage of scripture and it is packed with truths – Joseph was tempted by 

something that many men would struggle to deal with. 

• The interesting thing is that Joseph speaks of how his boss had given him charge over 

everything but he brings a completely different reason of why he was not going to entertain 

his master’s wife – “…How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” 

• Joseph had a dream but at this point and time, instead of being what the dream looked, he 

found himself serving someone else. 

• He did not allow himself to take God for granted. Be wary of becoming familiar with God 

whilst in the waiting. 

• When you are familiar with someone, you take them for granted, you disregard their words, 

you do not pay attention to them, you don’t put weight on them – in other words you stop 

honoring them any more. 

• When you are in the waiting, you can mock God by your attitude – Joseph still considered 

God as the Almighty regardless of him having been put in a pit and now serving a pagan 

master. 

• Many people are offended by God whilst in the waiting, resulting in them not taking the 

things of God seriously. 

• Sometimes we ought to be reminded of our place with regards to God. 

Job 38:1 And Jehovah answered Job out of the tempest, and said, 2 Who is this that darkens 

counsel by words without knowledge? 3 Now gird up your loins like a man; for I will ask of 

you, and you teach Me. 4 Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell if you 

have understanding!  

 

5 Who has set its measurements, for you know? Or who has stretched the line on it? 6 On what 

are its bases sunk, or who cast its cornerstone, 7 when the morning stars sang together and all 

the sons of God shouted for joy? 8 Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it broke forth as it 

came from the womb?  
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4. Attitude 4: Your waiting is your training ground 

• For a child of God, nothing is for waste – it’s how you choose to embrace the seasons of 

life. 

• Every season is a building block towards your destiny – we are a summation of all the 

experiences to-date.  

• Every great man and woman of God I the Bible had to go through a training season, a 

season of hiddenness, where no knows about you. 

• Elisha served Elijah, Joshua served Moses, David served Soul and so forth. 

• One of the giants of faith that we can learn from concerning this attitude is Moses. 

• The life of Moses can be divided into 3 stages of 40 years each -when he was born, his 

parents knew that there was something special about the boy. 

Exodus 2:1 And a man went from the house of Levi and took a daughter of Levi as his wife. 2 

And the woman conceived and bore a son. And when she saw him, that he was beautiful, she 

hid him three months. 3 But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of papyrus for 

him, and daubed it with bitumen and with pitch, and put the child in it. And she laid it in the 

reeds by the river's edge. 

• Nothing special happened with Moses until he was eighty years of age – when you know 

that there is something special about you, you will not settle until you lay hold of it. 

• The mother was prepared to risk the special child – she thought to herself, I will not sit back 

and just allow Pharaoh to decide the future of this boy. 

• When she stepped out in faith – God met up with her and took over. 

• The first two stages of Moses’ life were spent in two different worlds – worlds that were 

totally divorced from the calling of God over his life. 

• The first stage was spent in Pharaoh’s palace  

Exodus 2:9 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Take this child away and nurse it for me, and I 

will give your wages. And the woman took the child and nursed it. 10 And the child grew, and 

she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name 

Moses. And she said, Because I took him out of the water. 

• This was quite tricky - It was a case of so near but so far away. How do you deliver people 

from a system that you are part of? 
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• God was preparing him – being part of the system meant that Moses learnt how to 

overcome the system, he learnt how to deal with the system. 

• The second half of Moses’ life was spent in a completely different environment as 

compared to the palace – he found himself looking after his father in law’s sheep in the 

median desert. 

Exodus 2:15 And when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from 

the face of Pharaoh, and lived in the land of Midian...  

 

Exodus 3:1 And Moses kept the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian… 

• For forty years, Moses was roaming the desert, he got acquainted with the conditions of the 

desert. 

• When he came back with children of Israel to the same conditions, he was not surprised – 

he was better prepared to lead the nation of Israel. 

 

5. Attitude 5: A prayerful attitude 

• One of the areas that will be attacked during the season of waiting is your prayer life. 

• One would reason by saying what is the point of praying when no answer has come for the 

past 10 years. 

• Prayerfulness is a key attitude for those in the waiting – this not going to be an exhaustive 

teaching on prayer but it suffice to say don’t quit prayer during the waiting. 

• Prayer will keep you connected to the promise keeper, prayer is what will bring down the 

answer.  

• God only does things in response to your prayers 

• The person that comes to mind is a lady by the name of Hannah – oh what a prayer warrior. 

Learn to push during the waiting - Pray Until Something Happens 

• In her barren state, Hannah prayed with fervency, Hannah was found in the house of God 

with everyone else at the time of sacrifice. 

• Hannah was sad about not having a child - listen to what her husband said: 

1Samual 1:6 And her foe also provoked her grievously, in order to make her tremble, because 

Jehovah had shut up her womb. 7 And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the house 

of Jehovah, so she provoked her. And she wept and did not eat.  
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8 And Elkanah her husband said to her, Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not eat? 

And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?  

• The waiting time can be very emotional and painful – the devil will work on your emotions 

in order to leave you wounded. 

• Though Hannah was sorrowful, she did not allow her emotions to stop her from being 

prayerful. 

1 Samuel 1:10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to Jehovah, and wept sorely. 11  

And she vowed a vow and said, O, Lord of Hosts, if You will indeed look upon the affliction of 

Your handmaid and remember me, and not forget Your handmaid, but will give to Your 

handmaid a man-child, then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall 

no razor come upon his head.  

 

12 And it happened as she continued praying before Jehovah, Eli noticed her mouth. 13 Now 

Hannah spoke in her heart, only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard. And Eli thought 

she had become drunk.  

• The end result of her prayerfulness was the birth of a boy went on to become one of the 

greatest prophets of the old testament. 

• Never allow the sorrows in the waiting to rob you of a prayerful attitude. 

• Prayer does not change God, it changes you 

• The attitude of prayer will keep you in tune with what God is doing in the waiting.  

 


