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John 15:1 I am the True Vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that 

does not bear fruit, He takes away. And every one that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may 

bring forth more fruit. 3 Now you are clean through the Word which I have spoken to 

you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it remains in 

the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  

 

God designed us as social human beings and outside of relationships, human life fades away 

quickly. You will agree with me that its not every union or relationship that is worth your 

while. There are relationships that are doing more harm than good to you – that is why from 

time to time you need to assess the nature and quality of your relationships. When it comes to 

relationships, you need to ask yourself the following questions: 

• Which relationship needs to be terminated 

• Which relationships need to be nurtured 

• Which relationships need to be pursued and reignited  

When you are not deliberate with your relationships, you can find your life in a mess. This 

morning I want to talk to you on a subject matter INTIMACY THAT PRODUCES FRUIT. 

• There is no relationship that can come close to a relationship with Jesus and yet for the 

most part, it is one relationship that is not given attention. 

• When you are into someone, you open yourself to them. Intimacy is what we call the 

experience of really knowing and being known by another person. 

Jeremiah 9:24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I 

am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these 

things I delight, declares the LORD.”  

• It is one thing to speak about Jesus but it is another to be consumed by Him, to be obsessed 

by Him. 

• The way you relate with Jesus determines what you will become. 

• Where we have read in John 15, we see Jesus talking to His disciples regarding the way 

they aught to relate to Him. They were probably on their way from Bethany to Gethsemane 

when they came across some different types of vines and Jesus thought of putting a spiritual 

spin to what they were observing along the way. 

• There is a way that Jesus wants you to relate to Him – the more we relate with Him, the 

more intimate we are and the better our chances of becoming fruitful. 
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• Many people are fixated with becoming fruitful but there are conditions that need to be in 

place in order for fruit to come through. Any form of fruit is preceded by relationship. 

• An orange tree does not groan whilst producing fruit, it simply produces if the conditions 

are right. 

• Let’s consider conditions that enable you to become fruitful: 

1. Your perception of Jesus shapes your intimacy with Him. Jesus is the true and only 

source of life 

• When Jesus started His discourse, He sought to dispel any thought of any other entity being 

the source of life. 

John 15:1 I am the True Vine 

• The word “true,” here, is used in the sense of real, genuine. A vine yields proper juice and 

nourishment to all the branches, whether these are large or small. 

• Everything that is required by the branches in found in the vine. 

Colossians 1: 15The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 

For in Him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities. All things were created through Him 

and for Him. 

• So, Jesus is the source of all real strength and grace to his disciples – Jesus has the capacity 

to meet all your needs. 

• The fruitfulness and growth of any branch on that vine is a factor of seamless union that 

exists between the two. 

• The implication is that there are many other vines that purport to supply to your needs, but 

they are only false and unreal. In John 4:23, Jesus talk about the water that will quench your 

thirst. 

• Jesus says His sheep hears His voice – there is an ability that is in every true child of God to 

identity the true from the counterfeit vine, true doctrine from false doctrine.  

• After Jesus has rightly positioned Himself, He brings the Father into the picture.  

John 15:1 I am the True Vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. 

• The Father is the sender, He is the one who commissioned the son as the source. He is 

positioned as the vinedresser – this is an important role of the Father. 

• A vine dresser is one who has the care of a vineyard; whose office it is to nurture, trim, and 

defend the vine, and one who feels a deep interest in its growth and welfare 
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2.  Submission produces intimacy with Jesus   

• For intimacy to happen, there is a need to submit oneself to Jesus - " submission is the 

action or fact of accepting or yielding to a superior force or to the will or authority of 

another person." 

• The branch submits to the vine, the vine submits to the vine dresser – as long as the branch 

wants to live on its terms, the relationship becomes dysfunctional.  

• Jesus introduces us to a strange situation around the vine – He says there are two types of 

branches - one that bears fruit and those that don’t bear fruit. 

John 15:2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away. And every one that 

bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bring forth more fruit. 

• What is the make up of the branches which do not bear fruit. You will agree with me that as 

long as branch is part of the stem, it will produce fruit (though at varying degrees). 

• It is virtually impossible to have a branch that is part of a tree but never have fruit on it. 

• Any branch that does not bear fruit is a picture of professing Christians who give no 

evidence by their lives that they are truly united to the Lord Jesus. 

• It is impossible to be a true Christian who struggles to bear Christ like fruit. This is what 

Paul referred to in Galatians 5:19-21 – the works of darkness. 

• Jesus says every branch in me - this speaks of a mechanism through which a branch is 

connected to the vine. 

• It is a union formed by believing on him; resulting from your feeling of dependence on him 

and your need of him; from embracing him as your Saviour, Redeemer, and Friend. 

• When you are in Christ, you become united to him: (Its no longer I that lives. For me to live 

is Christ). 

o His interests are your interests 

o you have common feelings, common desires, and a common destiny with him.  

o You seek the same objects, are willing to encounter the same trials and persecution. 

 

• Every fruit bearing Christian goes through a process of upgrading and capacity building 

called pruning. 

• The desire of the vine dresser is to increase your capacity to love, operate in joy, peace, 

long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, meekness and self-control 
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• God purifies all true Christians so that they may be more useful.  

o He takes away that which hinders your usefulness;  

o teaches you; quickens you and revives you by making you purer in motive and in 

life. 

• He does it by taking away what opposes your usefulness 

• He removes the objects which bind your affections – the spirit of idolatry. 

• He takes away the things around man, as he did the valued tree of Jonah – Jonah 4:5-11 

 

3. Remain permanently connected  

• One would thing that once you are in Christ, it is automatic to become fruitful – I wish that 

was the case. 

• The on and off type of relationship will never deepen its intimacy levels. 

John 15:4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it remains 

in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  

• As long as the branch is connected to the stock of the tree, the branch will continue 

receiving life. 

• It is easy to observe, that when believers depart partially from Christ, they become poor, 

withered and fruitless. 

• We do not work for our salvation but we are called to work on our salvation. 

Philippians 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my 

presence, but now even more in my absence, continue to work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling. 

• Union with Christ is the condition of all fruitfulness. There may be plenty of activity and 

yet barrenness.  

• There is a difference between works and fruit. Fruit is possible only on condition of union 

with Him. He is the productive source of it all. 

• We are called to relationship and not religion – religion kills but relationship brings life. 

• There is a point of responsibility that requires your effort to remain connected, that requires 

you to abide – this talk of permanence. 

• The point is this: Do you take care that you abide in Christ, and that Christ abides in you 

• What is the practical exhortation on the matter of abiding in Christ? 
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Mark 12:29 (TPT) Jesus answered him, “The most important of all the commandments is this: 

‘The Lord Yahweh, our God, is one!’ 30 You are to love the Lord Yahweh, your God, with 

every passion of your heart, with all the energy of your being, with every thought that is within 

you, and with all your strength. This is the great and supreme commandment. 

 

Psalm 103:1 (TPT) With my whole heart, with my whole life, and with my innermost being, I 

bow in wonder and love before you, the holy God! Yahweh, you are my soul’s celebration. How 

could I ever forget the miracles of kindness you’ve done for me? 

o Suppress yourselves, and empty your lives of self, that the life of Christ may come 

in. 

o Continue directing your thoughts, love and desire to Him 

o Continued submission of your will to His 

• Our only opportunity of bearing any fruit worthy of God’s purpose concerning us is by 

maintaining a vital union with Jesus Christ. 


