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Christianity has a number of pillars that make it unique and special as a faith walk. They are so 

pivotal that if you don’t correctly apply them to your life, your walk with God will experience 

shacky moments. 

There are 5 teachings which distinguish true Christianity: 

• Faith 

• Atonement 

• The inspired word 

• The trinity  

• Holiness 

Take away any of these, you will not be left with Christianity as it was meant to be from the 

beginning. 

What you will realise is that there is a lining that runs across all these pillars and that link is 

going to be the subject of our teaching for the coming 6 weeks. 

 

Today I would like to introduce you to our brand new series titled PLANTED IN GRACE. 

 

The issue of grace has created a highly polarised environment in Christiandom resulting in 

extremes in the way people embrace it. 

On one hand you will find people who are so grace driven that in the process, they have 

recreated the heavenly grace into something cheap – a kind of a supernatural "Get Out of Jail 

FREE" ticket-a no-strings-attached, open-ended package of amnesty, beneficence, indulgence, 

forbearance, charity, leniency, immunity, approval, tolerance, and self-awarded privilege 

divorced from any moral demands1. 

• It is an extreme view that has cheapened the grace of our Lord Jesus, resulting in another 

group of people that want to have nothing to do with the message of grace. 

• The fact that there is an extreme view regarding grace, does not mean we should not walk 

in the fullness of the grace of our Lord Jesus. 

 
1 www.christianity.com/bible/bible-study-tips/what-is-grace 
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• I actually believe that grace is what makes us who we are in Jesus – without grace there 

cannot be salvation. 

• Just like a plant, the health of a plant is determined by the ground upon which it is 

planted. 

• Planted in grace 

o A child of God who is planted in grace will flourish, will be fruitful and will be at 

rest. 

o Grace is the difference between thriving and striving 

o A child of God who understands grace knows who they are and whose they are 

o Grace is the bench mark for Christianity, without it you can’t live up to it. 

 

• let's start by laying down a biblical definition of grace with this simple question: What is 

grace? 

• It is almost impossible to properly define grace. Someone has proposed an acronym: 

GRACE is God's Riches At Christ's Expense.  

• One of the best-known definitions of grace is only three words: God's unmerited favor. 

• A. W. Tozer expanded on that: "Grace is the good pleasure of God that inclines him to 

bestow benefits on the undeserving." 

• Grace is getting what you don’t deserve, and not getting what you do deserve 

Having said all this, the definition I am settling on is this: 

Saving grace is the free and unmerited operation of God’s person and presence that initiates the  

spiritual life of God’s people. 

• At the centre of God’s grace, it is His goodness and when His goodness is extended to those 

who deserve evil, His goodness turns into grace. 

• The true measure of grace can only be comprehended by being aware of what you were saved 

from. 
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Genesis 2:17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for in the day 

that you eat of it, you will surely die." 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

• Salvation was not about being saved from some bully at work, or a political oppressor or 

famine, no.  

• Our salvation was about being saved from the well-warranted judgment of an infinitely holy 

and righteous God. 

• Through the actions of our father Adam, we were condemned to die – the original sin 

alienated us from God. 

• You need to understand that your sins were so outrageous and intense that they required the 

death of the son of God. 

• The cross is not an indication of your infinite worth but rather it is a reflection of the infinite 

worth of God’s holiness and a witness to the immensity of your sin. 

2 Corinthians 5: 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation; 19 that Is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

• In the absence of Christ, we are hostile and enemies to the holiness of God and God Himself. 

Romans 5: 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 

much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 

• Through the sin of our father Adam, a curse was pronounced over humanity, a curse that no 

one could break. 

Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 

written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 

Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. 

• This is when we speak of the operation of God’s grace to save 
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Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

• J.I. Parker in his book Knowing God said “The grace of God is love freely shown towards guilty 

sinners, contrary to their merit and indeed in defiance of their demerit. It is God showing 

goodness to persons who deserve only severity and who had no reason to expect anything but 

severity” 

• Grace is only meaningful when you consider yourself as fallen, unworthy of salvation, and 

liable to eternal wrath2. 

• Many people consider grace as a doctrine or teaching but I would like to say grace is a person. 

Jesus brought grace to life. 

John 1: 16 And out of His fullness we all have received, and grace for grace. 17 For the Law came 

through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  

• The coming of Christ was not on the behest of man, it was not in response to the outcry of 

man. It was simply out of the kindness of God towards humanity. 

Romans 5:8 But God proves His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

• Grace ceases to be grace if God is compelled to withdraw it in the presence of human 

shortcomings. 

• Grace cannot be auctioned; no price tag can be put on grace – The biblical response to grace 

received is faith to receive more – John Piper. 

• Grace renders you just as if you have not sinned – grace stands opposed to works. 

Romans 4:4 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And 

to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 

righteousness, 

• It is not through works that you are saved but it is through grace that you able to do good 

works. 

 

 
2 The Grandeur of God: A Theological and Devotional Study of the Divine Attributes, 124–27) 


