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Matthew 16:13 And coming into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asked His disciples, 

saying, Who do men say Me to be, the Son of Man? 14 And they said, Some say, John the 

Baptist; some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 15 He said to them, But 

who do you say I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of 

the living God.  

If you are joining us for the first time today, you are finding us in the middle of a series titled 

PLANTED IN GRACE. 

• Grace is a matter of life and death – in the absence of grace there is no life. 

• Every believer ought to be planted in grace in order to experience true life. 

• This morning, I want to address a major question pertaining to how one accesses this 

unmerited grace of God. It is free but one still has to access it for himself. 

• The title of my teaching is THE GATEWAY TO A LIFE OF GRACE 

• At the heart of grace is the father heart of God 

• The way you see someone determines how you respond and receive from them. 

Matthew 10:41 41Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s 

reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a 

righteous man’s reward. 

• Your perception of God determines what you can receive from God. 

• The gateway to a life of grace is the ability to view God aright. 

• Many believers have a skewed view of God – this stems from their upbringing and what 

they have been taught from the pulpit. 

• Jesus wanted to know how people perceived Him – it was not because He was going 

through a moment of insecurity but it was because He wanted them to have the correct view 

in order for them to receive all that He had in store for them. 

• Jesus wants to be known by unbelievers and He wants believers to even know Him in a 

deeper way - 15 He said to them, But who do you say I am? 

• If your God is an angry God, you should expect a lot of shouting from him. 

• The Bible paints God in an awesome way – In order to experience grace, you need to see 

God through the eyes of His word. 

• Today, we are going to explore the aspect of God through the so-called parable of the 

prodigal son. 
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• Looking at the story of the prodigal son, Jesus taught us a great deal of the father heart of 

God. 

Luke 15:11 And He said, A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his 

father, Father, give me the portion of goods that is coming to me. And he divided his living to 

them.  

• Jesus gives us a picture of a father and 2 sons – Jesus was giving us a picture of God and 

His children. 

• That is why this parable is more about what happens between God and His children – yes 

you can preach to the unsaved using this parable but that was not the focus of the parable. 

• We see a beautiful picture of the father heart of God here: It was unheard of in the Hebraic 

culture for a son to demand his inheritance whilst his father was alive and for the father to 

allow it. 

• We see a picture of a Father who is good hearted towards his children – God is full of 

goodness towards His children  

• Someone needs a mind-shift today – you need to see God as a good God. 

• Its one thing to shout that God is good but it is another to be fully convinced that He is that 

good towards me. 

• Stop thinking that this goodness is only reserved for others – the picture in this story is that 

this father was interested in the well-being of his son. He could have turned him down and 

called him names, but no he did not do that. 

Psalm 34:8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

• Many people struggle to believe that God is actually a good God – this stems from a 

number of reasons: 

o They had bad experiences that they have attributed to God 

o They have been taught that God is an angry judge who is out to catch them doing 

the wrong thing and impossible to please. 

o They have been disappointed by authority figures before 

• The grace of God is intertwined with His goodness – if you fail to believe in the goodness 

of God, you will fail to walk in His grace. 

Psalm 100:3-5 Know that the LORD, He is God; it is He who has made us, and not we 

ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates with 

thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the 

LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations. 
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Nahum 1:7 "The LORD is good, A stronghold in the day of trouble, And He knows those who 

take refuge in Him." 

 

Psalm 86:5 "For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in loving kindness to 

all who call upon You." 

• This man gave his young man what he had requested for – God wants to give you good 

things that satisfy. 

• When grace comes through your door, you will realize that it is unfair – the answer will be 

beyond your qualifications and beyond your expectations. 

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 

 

Matthew 7:11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! 

• This is where a lot of trouble comes from – many people do not have good relationships 

with their fathers or father figures and as such they transfer that towards Father God. 

• Some fathers want you to earn their love, they want you to perform in order for you to hear 

them telling you they are proud of you. 

• This is not the picture of our heavenly father. 

• Lets continue reading: 

Luke 15: 13 And not many days afterward, the younger son gathered all together and went 

away into a far country. And there he wasted his property, living dissolutely. 

• What a turn of events – the young man decides, it was time to move on with life. He 

thought the grass is greener on the other side. 

• What I find interesting is that the father did not try to stop him from leaving – we do not 

serve a control freak.  

• Why did he allow his son to leave him – one would think that this man had bad intensions 

but the opposite is true. 

• God has good intentions towards you.  

• There is a misconception that when you are a Christian, you lose your ability to choose and 

to desire things for yourself. 



THE GATEWAY TO A LIFE OF GRACE 

 

4 The Gateway To A Life Of Grace 
Michael Manyuni M][M © 25 October 2020                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

• We choose to remain in fellowship with God or to fall out of fellowship with Him – God 

chose already to be in fellowship with us by sending Jesus to die for us. 

Joshua 24:15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will 

serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

• People think that God does not want them to have what they desire. 

• God wants the best for you, but He will not force you into those things. 

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of 

peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

• Whatever happens to you or whatever is going on in your life right now, God still has good 

thoughts towards you. 

• This father knew that things might go wrong with his son but he knew that at the end things 

will work out for his good. 

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are the called according to His purpose. 

 


