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Last week, I introduced the concept of grace and I hope that it appetized you into wanting to 

knowing more about this aspect of your faith journey. 

Allow me to say that even though the grace of God is one, it has several dimensions. It could be 

compared to a cut Dimond – depending on which surface light falls on, you will see a different 

colour coming through.  

You have heard the word grace being used in different circumstances and that might have 

brought about some confusion. 

This morning I want to talk to you on the subject matter THE MULTI-DIMENSIONAL 

GRACE OF GOD. 

Every child of God ought to be planted in all the dimensions of grace that is available to 

believers. Unless you know about the different aspects of grace, you will not partake of them. 

Someone said that ignorance will exclude you from being a participant. 

  

The types of grace 

The common /universal grace 

• God is the author of everything and therefore everything survives because of God – this is 

when we talk about the common grace. 

• Common grace is the grace God has for all human beings; everyone benefits from it 

Acts 17:24 The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of Heaven and 

earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands, 25 nor is served with men's hands, as though 

He needed anything, since He gives life and breath and all things to all.  

• Since God is the originator of life, whether someone acknowledges him or not, they still 

have life in them. 

Matthew 5:44  But I say to you, Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those 

who hate you, and pray for those who despitefully use you and persecute you, 45 so that you 

may become sons of your Father in Heaven. For He makes His sun to rise on the evil and on 

the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  

• After the fall of man, God could have wiped out the entirety of humanity, but He spared our 

lives, expecting us to embrace His saving grace. 

• Common grace is what is referred to when the Bible says  

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
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repentance.  

 

1. Christian Grace 

• Christian grace is a subset of grace which is conditional – very important to understand this. 

It is conditional in the sense that it is only available to those who meet a certain criterion.   

• Christian grace is available to those who have come to realise that they need salvation – it is 

therefore not common. 

• Within the subset of Christian grace, we find a number of variations of grace. 

 

1.1 The saving grace 

• This is the grace we spoke about at length last week.  

• The saving grace is what distinguishes between a Christian and a non-Christian 

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you are saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 

of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.  

• When most people talk about grace, what comes to mind is saving grace - the saving grace 

is the first of the Christian graces. 

• Let’s explore the rest of grace:  

 

1.2 The Sanctifying grace 

• Being born again is only the beginning – it is the start of a journey whose end is the day that 

we will all appear in glory. 

• Between being born again and your appearance in glory, there is a process and that process 

requires what is called the sanctifying1 grace of God. 

• You would understand that there are three stages of salvation – we were saved, we are 

being saved and we will be saved. 

• Sanctifying grace results in a life of sanctification for a believer. 

• Saving grace changes our relationship with God whilst sanctifying grace changes us on the 

inside. 

• God performs this work of sanctification once for all time: “And by that will, we have been 

made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10).  

 
1 The term for 'sanctification' as used in the New Covenant is HAGIOSMOS and means basically 'set apart', in the 

sense of being set apart from all else and dedicated for Yahweh God's use. ... This work of grace at salvation sets 

the believer apart as separate from and holy unto Yahweh God. 
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• This amounts to positional sanctification – you don’t work for this, there is nothing you can 

do to earn this. 

• However, there is a continuation of sanctification that requires your input and effort.  

• This is called “progressive” or “experiential” sanctification – this occurs with increase in 

knowledge, discipline, and obedience to God’s Word.   

Philippians 2: 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my 

presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling, 13For it is God who works in you to will and to act on behalf of His good purpose. 

 

Hebrews 10:14 “For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made 

holy.” 

• Sanctifying grace gives you the ability to say no to sin, to certain ungodly habits in your 

life. 

• Sanctifying grace works from within you in order to enable you to produce the fruit of the 

spirit. 

• It is not automatic that the sanctifying grace works within a Christian but we must allow it. 

1 Corinthians 9:27 I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. 

Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray God your 

whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

• Saving grace is God’s grace coming toward you and sanctifying grace is God’s grace 

working in you. 

 

1.3 The serving grace 

• At the moment of saving grace, every child of God received a supernatural enablement – to 

serve the body of Christ. 

• This is what is referred to as serving grace 

1 Peter 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even so, minister the same one to another, as 

good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
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• When a grace to serve is upon you, you will do certain things with greater ease – you 

cannot copy this. 

• There are different gifts operating through people – it is important that you remain planted 

in your grace. 

Romans 12:3  For I say, through the grace given to me, to every one who is among you, not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think. But set your mind to be right-minded, even 

as God has dealt to every man the measure of faith. 4  For even as we have many members in 

one body, and all members do not have the same function, 5  so we the many are one body in 

Christ, and each one members of one another. 6  Then having gifts differing according to the 

grace that is given to us, if prophecy, according to the proportion of faith; 7  or ministry, in the 

ministry; or he who teaches, in the teaching; 8  or he who exhorts, in the encouragement; or he 

who shares, in simplicity; or he who takes the lead, in diligence; or he who shows mercy, in 

cheerfulness.  

• Saving grace comes to you, sanctifying grace works in you and serving grace flows through 

you to make Jesus real to the world. 

 

1.4 Sustaining grace  

• Just before Jesus left His disciples, He told them the following: 

John 16:33 I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you 

will have tribulation. But take courage; I have overcome the world! 

• Trouble in this life is not an if, it is a when – every believer needs to be sustained during 

those seasons.  

• The sustaining grace helps Christians in times of need, trials, and afflictions.  

• God does not leave you at the point of saving grace, He continues to sustain you all the way 

till the end. 

• All those who are Kingdom citizens have access to the King; they can, therefore, approach 

Him in times of need by prayer through faith and God would supply all their needs.  

Hebrews 4: 16 “let us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 

mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”  

• The apostle Paul had an encounter with sustaining grace after the thorn had not been 

removed. 
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2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 

made perfect in weakness. Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, 

that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  

 

Psalm 55:22 Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you; he will never permit 

the righteous to be moved. 

 

Psalm 73:26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 

portion forever. 

 

1.5 The Eternal grace 

• The ultimate consolation for believers is life in glory 

• After running your race, the Lord promises a new Jerusalem, where there will be no more 

tears and sorrows. 

John 10:27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give to 

them eternal life, and they shall never ever perish, and not anyone shall pluck them out of My 

hand. 29 My Father who gave them to me is greater than all, and no one is able to pluck them 

out of My Father's hand.  

• Our bodies might waste away, but we in the process we are being ready for the ultimate 

glory. 

2 Corinthians 4:17 For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they 

produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 

 

1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it is not yet revealed what we will be. But 

we know that, when he is revealed, we will be like him; for we will see him just as he is. 

 


