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Revelation 2:1 Write the following to the messenger of the congregation in Ephesus. For these 

are the words of the one who holds the seven stars firmly in his right hand, who walks among 

the seven golden lampstands: 2 I know all that you’ve done for me—you have worked hard and 

persevered. I know that you don’t tolerate evil. You have tested those who claimed to be 

apostles and proved they are not, for they were imposters. 3 I also know how you have bravely 

endured trials and persecutions because of my name, yet you have not become 

discouraged. 4 But I have this against you: you have abandoned the passionate love you had 

for me at the beginning. 5 Think about how far you have fallen! Repent and do the works of 

love you did at first. I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place of influence if 

you do not repent.  

 

This morning, I want to talk to you to you on a subject matter THE POWER OF RE-

VISIONING. I want to talk about the importance of seeing again, regaining your correct 

perspective. 

• Your vision determines your passions and your pursuits – The lose of vision leads to a 

directionless life. 

Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint (NIV) 

Proverbs 29:18 Without guidance from God law and order disappear... (CEV) 

Proverbs 29:18 When there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint (NET) 

• The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision. – Helen Keller1 

• When you started the year, you had a vision for 2020 and I am sure you wrote it down. 

• For some of you, vision 2020 was part and parcel of the vision that God gave you for your 

life. 

• Every child of God has a vision and destiny that needs to be unleashed and realised whilst 

you are here on earth. 

• Unfortunately, some believers are just waiting for the coming of the Lord – that is great but 

Jesus placed you here on earth to occupy until He comes. 

• Our occupation is not complete until the kingdom of God is realised through us. 

 
1 Helen Adams Keller was an American author, political activist, and lecturer. She was the first deaf-blind person 

to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree 
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• From time to time every person needs to go through a moment of revisioning – take time to 

look at where you are and where you ought to be (socially, financially, physically and 

spiritually). 

• Most people are good at re-evaluating their natural visions and goals but not so with their 

spiritual vision and goals. 

• The ability to achieve your natural vision and goals is determined by the vibrancy of your 

spiritual vision. 

 

• We read from Revelation 2, where Jesus did an assessment of the church of Ephesus – This 

was a powerful change of its time. It was probably planted by the Apostle Paul and was 

being pastored probably by Timothy. 

• Jesus cared about this church a lot and hence He decided to communicate with its 

congregates – Jesus loves you so much that He wants to talk to you about your private 

affairs. 

• The church had a lot of things going on for it – if you look at the list, one would think that it 

was doing ok: 

o He commends them for their patience 

o They were opposed to those who are evil,  

o They carefully examined the character of those ones who claimed to be apostles 

o They persevered in bearing up under trial 

o They were opposed to what Jesus was opposed to - the Nicolaitanes 

• One would think that with this list, the church passed the assessment that they were going 

through, until one gets to verse 4 and 5: 

Revelation 2:4 But I have this against you: you have abandoned the passionate love you had 

for me at the beginning. 5 Think about how far you have fallen! Repent and do the works of 

love you did at first. I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place of influence if 

you do not repent.  

• The issue was not that the church was not doing good things, the issue is that they were not 

what was on the heart of Jesus for them. 

• Be careful of being consumed by the work of the Redeemer whilst forgetting to be 

consumed by the Redeemer Himself. 

• That was what disqualified the church at Ephesus  
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• When you are only consumed by outward activity for the cause of the Redeemer – you can 

fall on the side of Matthew 7: 

Matthew 7:22 On the day of judgment many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, don’t you remember 

us? Didn’t we prophesy in your name? Didn’t we cast out demons and do many miracles for 

the sake of your name?’ 23 But I will have to say to them, ‘Go away from me, you lawless 

rebels! I’ve never been joined to you!’  

• This is a sobering thought for someone today – are you a servant of God or you are a child 

of God. 

• Yes, there is a place to called servants of God but the main thing to remember is that you 

are a child of God who happens to serve His Father. 

• Someone needs to understand that God is more interested in fellowship than He is in your 

service. 

John 15:15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master 

does. But I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have 

made known to you.  

• Friendship is deeper than servanthood – the reward of a friend is better than the reward of a 

servant. 

• In church, we have two types of people – you have Martha types and Mary types – you 

remember the visit that was down by Jesus to these two sister’s place? 

Luke 10:38-42 - 38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a 

woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that 

had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to 

do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you 

are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only 

one.[a] Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

 

• Every vision will experience leakage and drift over time – that is why we are talking about 

the power of re-visioning. 

• For a moment; ask yourself about how you are doing in your walk with the Lord. 

• When Jesus was finished with the assessment – this was the outcome: 
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Revelation 2:4 But I have this against you: you have abandoned the passionate love you had 

for me at the beginning.  

• Everyone of us needs to take stock of their love for Jesus – do you still have a vision for 

Jesus? 

• Jesus was candid with them and if we allow Jesus to be candid with us, He will reveal to us 

the state of our hearts today. 

• We experience levels of backsliding in different dimensions of our life. 

• Jesus did not just leave it there by calling them out – He challenged them to do something 

about their condition: 

Revelation 2:5 Think about how far you have fallen! Repent and do the works of love you did at 

first. I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place of influence if you do not 

repent.  

• Jesus was calling the church to re-vision its relationship with Him – He asked them 

reconsider, to remember, to relook at their love for Him. 

• Allow me to ask you the following questions: 

o What was your vision of walking with God when you were younger in the Lord? 

o What was your vision of your walk with God before COVID19? 

o What was your vision of your walk with Jesus before you got married? 

o What was your vision of your walk with Jesus before you got your first child? 

• Many people start well but they forget to continue growing and getting better in knowing 

Jesus 

Galatians 3:1,3 O foolish Galatians, who bewitched you not to obey the truth, to whom before 

your eyes Jesus Christ was written among you crucified? …3 Are you so foolish? Having begun 

in the Spirit, do you now perfect yourself in the flesh?  

• Your vision for your walk with Jesus is a threat to the Devil – that is why it is always 

attacked. 

• In order to Re-vision your walk with God, consider the following: 

o Consider the happiness, love, and joy which you felt when you lived a life of honour 

o Think about the zeal you had for God’s glory and the salvation of mankind 

o Remember your willing and obedient spirit that once flooded you 

o Consider your cheerful self-denial and fervency in private prayer 

o Think about your former detachment from the world. 
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• Jesus told the church that if you fail to go back to your former vision – the church was 

going to lose its place of influence in society. 

Revelation 2:5 Think about how far you have fallen! Repent and do the works of love you did at 

first. I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place of influence if you do not 

repent. 

• Your level of influence is determined by the amount of Jesus you carry within you. 

 


