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We thank God for His grace that was fully manifested in His Son Jesus. Jesus is the 

completeness of the grace of God. Talking about Jesus, the word says in John 1: 

 

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us. And we beheld His glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and of truth. 15  John bore witness 

of Him and cried out, saying, This was He of whom I spoke: He who comes after me has been 

before me, for He was preceding me. 16  And out of His fullness we all have received, and 

grace for grace. 17  For the Law came through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Jesus came and fulfilled the redemptive plan of God since the fall of man. What the Law could 

not do, Jesus came and made it possible. 

The New Testament gives us the tail end of this redemptive plan of God, but it was a mission 

that was set into motion from the time Adam and Eve betrayed humanity. 

 

As we conclude this series on grace, I want us to go back into memory lane and explore the 

phenomenon of grace in the Old Testament. God has always been gracious to humanity even 

when it was during the old covenant of Moses. 

The title of my message this morning is GRACE THROUGH THE LENSES OF THE OLD 

COVENANT. 

Did you know that you can’t live with the New Testament only – the Old Testament is the New 

testament hidden and the New testament is the Old Testament revealed. The Old Testament is 

the tale of a nation that walked with God and it gives us the expression of our relationship with 

God through the experiences of people like you and I.  

 

1. Grace preserved Noah’s life 

Genesis 6: 5 And Jehovah saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and every 

imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And Jehovah repented that 

He had made man on the earth, and He was angry to His heart. 7 And Jehovah said, I will 

destroy man whom I have created, from the face of the earth, both man, and beast, and the 

creeping thing, and the fowls of the air. For I repent that I have made them. 8 But Noah found 

grace in the eyes of Jehovah. 
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• In a season where God prepared to start afresh, Noah found grace in the eyes of God and 

his life was spared. 

• Noah was not a perfect man, yet God chose to save his family from destruction. That’s 

grace! 

• God’s grace will preserve you when everything and everyone around you are falling apart – 

it is called grace. 

2. Grace picked Abram to be part of God’s redemptive plan 

• God calls the unqualified and then qualifies them. 

Genesis 12:1  And Jehovah said to Abram, Go out of your country, and from your kindred, and 

from your father's house into a land that I will show you. 2  And I will make you a great nation. 

And I will bless you and make your name great. And you shall be a blessing.  

• We are not told much about Abram before his calling – what we know is that God was so 

gracious to him and picked him among his people. 

• Abraham came from Ur of Chaldees, which is the modern-day Iraq and Joshua 24:2, we are 

told that him and his fathers worshipped idols. 

• God will use you regardless of your name, origin, looks and background. Though we are 

not told that Abram asked to be used by God, but I believe that if you are willing to be used 

by God, He will use you regardless. 

• Grace does not ask where you have been, grace does not ask permission from your friends 

and enemies before you can be used by God. 

3. God remained faithful to His promises despite Abram’s insecurities and failures 

• Abraham’s fear and sense of self-preservation led him to distort the truth by saying Sarah 

was his sister (to save his own skin)? This happened not once but twice. 

• Abraham waned in his faith at some point resulting in him trying plan B 

Genesis 17:4 As for Me, behold! My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many 

nations. 5 Neither shall your name any more be called Abram, but your name shall be 

Abraham. For I have made you a father of many nations. 6 And I will make you exceedingly 

fruitful, greatly so, and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come out of you.   

• Your insecurities and failures cannot stand in the way of your destiny when you are under 

grace. 

 

4. Moses was not ready and afraid to be used by God, yet God graciously used him. 

 



GRACE THROUGH THE LENSES OF THE OLD COVENANT 

 

3 Grace Through the Lenses of the Old Covenant 
Michael Manyuni M][M © 22 November 2020                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 
 

 

Exodus 4:12 And now go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say. 13  

And he said, O my Lord, I pray You, please send someone else. 14  And the anger of Jehovah 

was kindled against Moses. And He said, Do I not know Aaron the Levite, your brother that he 

can speak well? And also, behold, he comes forth to meet you. And when he sees you, he will be 

glad in his heart. 15  And you shall speak to him, and you shall put words in his mouth. And I 

will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and will teach you what you shall do. 

• Moses found himself in a compromising situation – God was making a proposition but he 

seemed not to get it.  

o Firstly, he said who am I that I should go – Exodus 3:11 

o Secondly, he asked what if the people question the identity of the God sent him – 

Exodus 3:13 

o Thirdly, he said what if they will not believe me – Exodus 4:1 

o Fourthly, he disputed his ability to speak – Exodus 4:10  

• Have you ever felt like you have messed up big time and that you have blown your chance 

in ministry? 

• Moses blew it over and over in that single conversation with God but still God wanted to 

use him. 

• Moses was as flawed as they come—arrogant, stubborn, doubtful.  Despite his personality 

flows, God kept on working with him.  

• When God’s eyes are on you, grace will give you capacity to start and to finish your race. 

 

5. Grace refused to accuse the Israelites before their enemies 

• The grace of God protects you when your enemies are running after you. God will never 

side with the devil despite your flows and weaknesses. 

Numbers 23:21 “He has not observed iniquity in Jacob, Nor has He seen wickedness in Israel. 

The Lord his God is with him, And the shout of a King is among them. 22 God brings them out 

of Egypt; He has strength like a wild ox. 23 “For there is no sorcery against Jacob, Nor any 

divination against Israel. It now must be said of Jacob And of Israel, ‘Oh, what God has done!’ 

• When you walked in the camp of Israel, you would find that there was iniquity, there was 

ungodliness and yet before their enemies God did not accuse them. 

• God’s grace does not call you in line with your faults but in line with your destiny. 
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6. Grace enabled Gideon to see God and not die 

• It is God’s grace that enables us to explore the multiple dimensions of God. No one can see 

God and live. 

• When His children tarry in His presence, the grace of God will give us access to His glory 

and presence. 

• Gideon saw God and lived – he was supposed to have died but God’s grace spared him 

Judges 6:22  And when Gideon saw that He was the Angel of Jehovah, Gideon said, Alas, O 

Lord God! Because I have seen the Angel of Jehovah face to face. 23  And Jehovah said to him, 

Peace to you. Do not fear. You shall not die.  

• Grace gives us a front seat in the presence of Jehovah 

 

7. Grace prolonged Hezekiah’s life 

• The grace of God will cause you to have a long life – it is not as if we deserve to live a long 

life. 

• I cannot explain why some people die early, but what I know is that we can count on grace 

to give us a long and fulfilling life. 

Isaiah 38:1 In those days Hezekiah was sick to death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, 

came to him and said to him, So says Jehovah, Set your house in order, for you shall die and 

not live. 2 Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to Jehovah, 3 and said, 

Remember now, O Jehovah, I beseech You, how I have walked before You in truth and with a 

whole heart, and have done the good in Your sight. And Hezekiah wept with a great weeping. 4  

Then came the Word of Jehovah to Isaiah, saying, 5  Go and say to Hezekiah: So says Jehovah, 

the God of David your father, I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will 

add to your days fifteen years.  

• God did not have to go back on what He declared but grace stepped in the moment. 

• If you are sick in your body, what is stopping you from taking Hezekiah’s posture and face 

your wall and pray. 

8. David lusted, stole, fornicated, lied, and killed and yet God loved him. 

• The story of grace does not get better than how it was expressed through the life this man 

David. 

• This man did some of the most horrific things in his life time. It is things that if they happen 

in our day, they would make the headlines – this man got caught up in major scandals. 
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• What distinguished this man from his foe, king Saul was the state of his heart. Saul did less 

scandals as compared to David but he did not receive the grace of God 

• The difference between the two is found in Psalm 51 

Psalm 51:1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your loving-kindness; according to the 

multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me completely from my 

iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I confess my transgressions; and my sin is ever 

before me. 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done evil in Your sight; that You might 

be justified when You speak, and be clear when You judge. 

• Despite David’s faults, God still promised that there will always be someone on the throne 

of Israel from his family line. 

• Grace was available to both but the state of their heart’s determined if they can access it or 

not. God’s grace is available to all but the state of your heart will give you access it. 

 


