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Last week, we began to look at the question of how one accesses the grace of God. There is a 

way in which things are done in the kingdom. This morning I want to continue on the subject 

matter THE GATEWAY TO A LIFE OF GRACE Prt 2. 

If you do things in a certain way, you will get the intended results. We said that there is a 

gateway to a life of grace and that gateway is by and large your revelation of the father heart of 

God. 

• We started exploring the father heart of God from the parable of the prodigal son and the 

following were some of the observations: 

• In order to experience grace, you need to see God through the eyes of His word. 

• God is full of goodness towards His children  

• If you fail to believe in the goodness of God, you will fail to walk in His grace. 

• God wants to give you good things that satisfy. 

• God has good intentions towards you.  

 

Luke 15: 14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land. And he began 

to be in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country. And he sent him 

into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to fill his belly with the husks that the pigs 

ate, and no one gave to him. 

• This young man found himself in trouble – away from the father. 

• Sometimes life happens and we move away from God for a season. You might not have 

moved away from God, but you go through dry seasons where you cannot sense God. 

• This young man walked out on his father but you have not walked out on God but you don’t 

feel connected with God. 

• Are you feeling spiritually stuck? 

o Your fear of tomorrow has taken away your affection for God. 

o Your experience in corporate worship is empty and distracted. 

o The things of God no longer excite you  

o Repentance is no longer attractive to you  

o The preached word seems boring. 

o Spiritual advice does not bring the answers you are looking for 

• If you are spiritually stuck, you need to know that grace allows you: 

o to be honest about your heart 

o Complain out loud to God 
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o Complain out loud to others 

o Receiving the love of God 

• When he went to a citizen of this land, asking for help, he did not get help at all – instead he 

was sent to look after pigs. 

• Whilst looking after the pigs, his life became that of a pig – he lowered his expectations to 

the level of longing to fill his belly with the husks that the pigs ate. 

• True grace can only be experienced in the presence of a loving God  

• This boy was still his father’s son whilst he was home and he remained his father’s son 

even when he was among the pigs. 

• Grace means that even when you are down and out, God does not give up on you – it was 

not the father who moved on, it was the son who moved on. 

Isaiah 42:3 A bruised reed He will not break and a smoldering wick He will not extinguish; He 

will faithfully bring forth justice. 

• The life of piggery did something to this young man – a moment of realization changed the 

rest of his life. 

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father abound in 

loaves, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, 

Father, I have sinned against Heaven and before you 19 and am no more worthy to be called 

your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.  

• Imagine with me for a moment – the young man considered his current situation and the 

situation back home. 

o At home he had never slept hungry, at home food was given away to the poor. 

o At home, he had a warm bed and had clean clothes all the time. 

o At home, he always had someone asking him how he was feeling 

o His father’s servants had descent accommodation  

o His father would let them celebrate the servant’s birthdays 

o His father never allowed a sick servant to go out in the fields. 

• Having considered all these facts, the young man had one conclusion – his father was too 

good to throw him away. 

• The bible says “He came back to his senses…he came back to himself…” 

• Every child of God needs to come back to their senses regarding their view of God. 

• After Peter had given an accurate answer of who Jesus was, Jesus attributed it to the work 

of God the Holy Spirit. 
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Matthew 16:16 And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.  

• Peter was in his right senses, he rightly positioned Jesus 

Matthew 16:17 Jesus answered and said to him, You are blessed, Simon, son of Jonah, for flesh 

and blood did not reveal it to you, but My Father in Heaven. 

• Seeing God aright is a work of the Holy Spirit on the human spirit.  

• When you see God only through your experiences, you can lose sight of His grace towards 

you. 

• The god of this world is an accuser of brothers, he also stands accusing God of His lack of 

concern for you. 

• The enemy will flood your thoughts with the wrong concept of God – it is a battle of the 

mind. 

Ephesians 1:15  Therefore I also, hearing of your faith in the Lord Jesus and love to all the 

saints, 16  do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers, 17  that 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18  the eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that 

you may know what is the hope of His calling, and what is the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints,  

• Coming back his senses prompted a behavior and action – seeing God aright causes you to 

run towards His grace. 

Luke 15:20 And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his 

father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the 

son said to him, Father, I have sinned against Heaven and before you, and am no more worthy 

to be called your son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring the best robe and put it on 

him. And put a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf here and 

kill it. And let us eat and be merry, 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again, he was lost 

and is found. And they began to be merry.  

• There is no better picture than this, that speaks of the father heart of God. 

• In order to experience this side of his father, the young man had to humble himself and to 

arm himself with a readiness to confess his sin. 

• Humility and a willingness to confess one’s sins paves way to a life of grace. 
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• It appears as if the father had been in the habit of looking out in anticipation of the return of 

his son - But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and 

ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 

• In the Hebraic culture it was a shame and an embarrassment for a man to run because he 

would have had to lift his clock and thereby exposing his legs (nakedness). 

• The father broke the culture of the day in order to express his love and compassion for his 

son. 

• In terms of the law, if you go Deuteronomy 21:18-21, the son had dishonored his fathered 

and was supposed to be put before elders of the city and be stoned to death. 

• Instead of being stoned, the father showed him compassion –  

• There is no better place than home: 

o in the far country there were tears of sorrow but at home there were tears of joy 

o he got kicks in the far country but kisses at home 

o he had rags in the far country but robs at home 

o he had rings of slavery under his eyes and now he has a ring of love on his finger 

o in the far country he went on forced fasting but now he was feasting 

o away from the father, he was a beggar but with the father he was having banquet  

o There was famine in the far country but now there was a fattened calf. 

• What is the moral of the story, grace does not treat you according to what you deserve  

Psalm 103:10  He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to 

our iniquities.  

• When you see God aright, He is the first person you will run to when you have missed the 

mark 

• The agenda of the devil is to poison your view of God in order to keep you away from an 

abundant life of grace. 

• The father did not even allow him to finish his confession before he called in for honor to 

be restored – a rob, a ring, some shoes and a feast were signs of honor. 

• In the presence of grace, your honor and dignity are restored back to you.  

• For every confessed sin, God will not ask you to account for it because it has been 

confessed and forgiven. 

• The father brought back the song in the life of his son – the father affirmed his son’s 

thoughts about him. 
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• God is ready to forgive and to give you another chance – He is not the God of second 

chances, He is the God of countless comebacks.  

• Jesus was called a friend of sinners – it was meant to be a mocking title but it really spoke 

of the nature of our God. 

• Our God will go to the forsaken, He will go to the unlovable, He will go to the rejects in 

order to bring about new life. 

• Grace does not picket against those who fall short, grace embraces them into wholeness and 

brings about real inward transformation for them – Joseph Prince. 

• In other words, grace does not shun the sinner but instead grace pursues the sinner. 

 


