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Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches 

us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 

godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the 

glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from 

all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is 

good. 

 

When you are under the influence of something, that something prompts you to behave in a 

certain manner. A lot of people are prone to the influence of their peers and you can see the 

influence through their behavior. 

 

More often than not the recipient of the influence allows the influence to have an impact on 

them – you are an active participant in the process of being influenced. As I get started today, 

what or who has the greatest influence in your life. 

At some point, your life starts taking the shape of that which influences you. 

 If you are joining us for the first time, you are catching us on the 5th installment of our teaching 

series titled PLANTED IN GRACE. This morning we are going to explore an aspect of grace 

that has not been readily accepted because it sounds like it is counter grace.  

 

The title of my message this morning is UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF GRACE. Listen to 

me, when you are under the influence of alcohol, your behavior changes, when you are under 

the influence of friends, your preference changes, when you are under the influence of power, 

your decisions change. What happens when you are under the influence of grace? 

 

There are many things that happen when you are under the influence of grace but for the sake 

of our subject matter, my starting point is this: A person who is under the influence of grace 

wins the battle for godliness. 

• Opposed to the false teachings or assumptions that says grace is a license for a sinful life, 

grace creates in you the capacity to overcome your sinful tendencies. 

• A person that has fully embraced grace, will not live like the world lives. 

• We have a problem today whereby we find a lot of worldliness in the church such that there 

is no distinction between a sinner and a believer any more. 
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• When you live a godly live, a life full of God, a life that is punctuated by the character and 

nature of God, you are then rightly positioned to influence and impact the world around 

you. 

• A lot of non-believers are victims of the lifestyle lived by believers. The sinners have been 

made to feel comfortable in their sin because the so-called believer lives exactly the same 

way as the sinner. 

• It is sickening to the stomach when believers still have to debate things like is it ok for me 

drink alcohol, is it sinful for me smoke, is it sinful for me to go to a night club. 

Matthew 18:6 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, 

it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned 

in the depths of the sea.” 

• Anyone who has truly encountered grace cannot remain comfortable with being worldly in 

their way of conduct. 

Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin so that grace may abound? 2 Let 

it not be! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 

 

Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under Law, but under 

grace.  

• The law empowered sin but the system of grace removes and destroys sin 

• Paul, the writer and preacher of grace could not think of Christian truth and conduct apart 

from God’s grace1 

• Many professing Christians wrongly think that God’s grace means that He gives out free 

passes that allow us to sin, with no consequences for disobedience.  

• If you emphasize the need to obey God’s commandments or do good works, they call you a 

legalist.  

• No one wants to hear about God’s discipline as a consequence of sin.  

• Let’s look again at the scriptures we read earlier on: 

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches 

us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 

godly lives in this present age…(NIV) 

 
1 D. Edmond Hiebert, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. by Frank Gaebelein [Zondervan], 11:439 
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• The grace of God has 2 objectives when it comes upon you – The two objectives of the 

grace of God are to save and to train humanity for godliness and good deeds. 

• Salvation should lead you to put on the sweet aroma of Jesus Christ so that through your 

aroma many may be drawn to the saving grace of Jesus. 

• In verse 12, we hear Paul saying that after grace has saved you, a new work begins – that 

work is to train, to instruct you in order to do certain things correctly. 

• That word “instructing” means, “child-training.” It includes teaching, but also, correcting 

and disciplining.  

• Grace trains, disciplines, and instructs us in godly living.  

 

How does grace train us? 

 

Titus 2:12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions… 

1. Grace teaches us to reject ungodliness and worldly desires  

• Your spirit man is saved but your body and fleshly tendencies will never get born again – 

now you know why you have been struggling with controlling yourself. 

• When you allow yourself to be under the influence of grace, grace will train you to say NO! 

• The grace of God brings salvation and salvation is deliverance from the love of sin, rescue 

from the habit of sin, setting free from the desire to sin. 

• When you get into the word, you will realize that there is a lot in you that displeases Jesus – 

the one who gave up His life for you. 

• A realization of what hurts Jesus, the one who died for you, motivates you to walk the 

straight and narrow path. 

Colossians 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 

Christ is sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Be mindful of things above, not on things on the 

earth. 3 For you died, and your life has been hidden with Christ in God.  

• An ungodly life refers to a person who lives their live with no regard to God – this can 

mean a person who is outrightly immoral. 

• It can also mean a believer who has no place for God in his life – decisions are made 

without considering God, preferences are taken without thinking of the hurt it brings on 

Jesus. 
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• More and more, people are reading the bible to affirm their dogma and not so much to read 

that word to inform and shape their dogma. 

• What do I mean – you are reading the word to support your view of taking on a second 

wife, you are reading the word to affirm your love and desire for strong drink. 

• Do you know that you can read that word and force a meaning onto it? 

• The person who has tasted God’s grace will say no to godless living 

 

• Not only does the grace of God train us to say no to ungodliness, grace also teaches us to 

say no to worldly passions. 

• Worldly passions are desires that are aligned to the system of this world that is opposed to 

God. 

• John describes worldly passions as “the lust of the flesh,” “the lust of the eyes and the 

boastful pride of life”  

1John 2:15 Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him, 16 because all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  

• There is a lot that can be said around the issues of being worldly – one of the major reasons 

why so many Christians are devoid of power is that they are worldly Christians. 

• You are a Christian but your thinking is worldly, you are a Christian but your worldview is 

worldly, you are a Christian but your conduct is worldly. 

• In other words when your life is full of the world, the work of the spirit is crowded out 

• When you have plenty of reasons of why you can’t be in church or in a prayer meeting. It 

simply means something else is influencing you. 

• I want you to think about certain things that you have been doing but knowing very well 

that they are taking you further away from Jesus. 

• President Ramaphosa was addressing the nation when he announced the removal of 

restrictions under Level 2 and this is what he said “Just because you can, doesn't mean you 

should' - Ramaphosa  

• He was echoing the teaching of Paul the apostle: 

1Corinthians 10:21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot be 

partakers of the Lord's table and of a table of demons. 22 Or do we provoke the Lord to 

jealousy? Are we stronger than He? 23 All things are lawful to me, but not all things profit. All 

things are lawful to me, but not all things build up.  
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• Grace introduces you to the one who loves you dearly and your love for Him compels you 

to say no to worldliness. 

Psalm 116:12 What can I offer the Lord for all he has done for me? 13 I will lift up the cup of 

salvation and praise the Lord’s name for saving me. 14 I will keep my promises to the Lord in 

the presence of all his people. 

 

 


