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Last week, we began exploring the concept of how you can face the future with confidence – 

we started looking at Joshua and the Israelites as they were about to enter the promised land. 

We looked at 4 principles:  

1. Acknowledge your current circumstances 

2. Your future is secured by God’s promises 

3. God’s presence guarantees the future for us 

4. God’s word in you sets you up for a bright future 

Today, we are continuing on the same story of the Israelites as they prepared themselves to 

possess the promised land. 

Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage. Do not be afraid, 

neither be dismayed. For Jehovah your God is with you in all places where you go.  

• In life there are things that God cannot do for you, those things are within your control. God 

cannot study for you for your exam, God cannot take the driver’s license test for you, God 

cannot propose to a girl for marriage for you – I am sorry to say, these things depend on 

you. 

5. Approach the future with courage and boldness  

• There is no amount of anointing that will remove a sense of fear when you are facing 

something unfamiliar. 

• Every person who ever did something meaningful, will tell you that they had to confront 

their fears – courage and boldness needed to be harnessed for them to follow through. 

• Courage is not the absence of fear but it is the mastery of it. 

• The future that God has in store for you, requires boldness and courage from you 

• God’s future for you, is bigger than what you can think of. Joshua needed to be of good 

courage. 

• Why was it necessary for God to tell Joshua to be of good courage – it meant that he was 

going to face lots of challenges, that had the potential to take away his courage. 

• The fear of tomorrow will rob you of the future that God has in store for you. 

• In the same way that God told Joshua not to be afraid, neither to be dismayed, God is 

saying the same to you regarding 2021. 

• God has good plans for you, God has good thoughts for you – He will not bring you into a 

future that has nothing to do with you. 

 

6. Preparation sets you up to take advantage of future opportunities 
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• You have heard people saying, life is unfair – I am not sure how true that statement is. 

• You will find two people in the same situation but they have different results – one is doing 

well and another is faltering. 

• One of the main reasons behind these differences is a matter of preparedness. 

• Someone defined preparation as making provision before time – the question is; what are 

you doing to prepare for the coming season. 

• What are you doing to make yourself ready for marriage, what are you doing to make 

yourself ready for ministry, what are you doing to make yourself ready for grade 6 next 

year? 

• Joshua understood the principle of preparation: 

Joshua 1:10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people saying, 11  Pass through the 

host, and command the people, saying, Prepare food for yourselves, for within three days you 

are crossing over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which Jehovah your God is giving 

you to possess it. 

• It was time for them to cross into the promised land – they were not going to wake up and 

they are there, they needed to get ready to enter into the promised land. 

• From where they had camped, they were going to travel a 3 days journey before crossing 

the river Jordan – they needed to be ready physically, mentally and emotionally. 

• Again, how prepared are you for the coming season – are you stocking up enough mental 

food, enough spiritual food, enough relational network for the coming season. 

• A leadership guru and coach Zig Ziglar said “when opportunity meets preparation, success 

is inevitable” 

• The Bible tells us that the success is not a mystery but a factor of how one is ready for it. 

Ecclesiastes 9:11 I saw something else under the sun: The race is not to the swift, nor the battle 

to the strong; neither is the bread to the wise, nor the wealth to the intelligent, nor the favor to 

the skillful. For time and chance happen to all. 

• Many people run into seasons they are not ready for – because they are not prepared, the 

seasons destroy them instead of being the blessing they were meant to be. 

• It does not matter, how fast you are, or how strong you are, or how many powerful people 

you know – if you are not ready, those opportunities will not benefit you. 

• David made preparations for the building of the temple – that preparation enabled Solomon 

to build a glorious house for the Lord and worship was restored in Jerusalem. 
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1 Chronicles 28: 11 David gave to his son Solomon the blueprints for the temple porch, its 

buildings, its treasuries, its upper areas, its inner rooms, and the room for atonement. 12 He 

gave him the blueprints of all he envisioned for the courts of the LORD’s temple, all the 

surrounding rooms, the storehouses of God’s temple, and the storehouses for the holy items. 13 

He gave him the regulations for the divisions of priests and Levites, for all the assigned 

responsibilities within the LORD’s temple, and for all the items used in the service of the 

LORD’s temple. 

 

7. The Lord’s testimony will secure the future for you 

• Has God done anything in your life this year, has the name of the Lord been manifested in 

your life? 

• If He has done it before, He will do it again – it is in His nature to come through again. 

Joshua 2:9 And she said to the men, I know that Jehovah has given you the land, and that your 

terror has fallen on us, and that all those who live in the land faint because of you. 10 For we 

have heard how Jehovah dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of 

Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites that were on the other side Jordan, 

Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11 And we had heard, and our hearts melted, nor 

did any more spirit remain in any man, because of you. For Jehovah your God, He is God in 

Heaven above and in earth beneath.  

• Rehab heard about the acts of God in the life of Joshua and his people, she knew that 

nothing was going to stop them from walking into their future. 

• The past acts of God in your life will speak into the future and the future will comply. 

• What am I talking about; when you consider all that God has done for you in the past, you 

will walk into the future with confidence? 

• David ran into his future with confidence when he told Goliath of what God has done with 

the lion and the bear.  

• This was the second time that spies were sent out to observe the land. The first mission 

failed because 10 of the 12 spies failed to raise a testimony to speak into the situation. Only 

Caleb and Joshua were able to remind the people that the same God who had delivered 

them Pharaoh was well capable of giving them the land. 

Revelation 12:11 And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the 

word of their testimony. And they did not love their soul until death.  
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8. Divine guidance will secure the future for you 

• Back in the days, one needed a city map in order to move from one point to the other, 

further back, one needed a compass in order to get his orientation right. 

• In our contemporary society, very few people are able to drive in a new place with their 

GPS. 

• It is impossible to walk in the future without divine guidance – who has gone ahead of you? 

Joshua 3:2 And it happened after three days the officers went through the host. 3 And they 

commanded the people saying, When you see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and 

the priests the Levites bearing it, then you shall move from your place and go after it. 4 Yet 

keep a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Do not come near it, 

so that you may know the way by which you must go. For you have not passed this way before 

now.   

• None of the people had been through this location – it was an unfamiliar territory. 

• Divine guidance gives you access and confidence to face an unfamiliar future. 

• God did not leave Joshua to figure it out by himself – God provided divine guidance in the 

form of the ark. 

• The ark was a symbol of the presence of God – the priests had to be in front, the priests had 

to get guidance from the ark in order to know where Joshua and God’s people had to walk. 

• The Lord will lead you into the future: 

Psalm 37:23The steps of a man are ordered by the LORD who takes delight in his journey. 

 

Isaiah 30:21 And whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear this command 

behind you: “This is the way. Walk in it 

 

• Paul experienced divine guidance numerous times – the guidance was sometimes strange 

but it was still divine: 

Acts 16: 6 After the Holy Spirit had prevented them from speaking the word in the province of 

Asia, they traveled through the region of Phrygia and Galatia. 7And when they came to the 

border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not permit them. 

• God has gone ahead of you, He has marked out the way for you – The question is; will you 

trust God’s guidance in this coming season. 

 

9. Your co-operation will bring you into the future 
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• God has a great future for you but are you willing to co-operate with Him.  

• One way of cooperating with God is taking steps of faith. 

• The promised land was not going to move towards them – Joshua and the nation of God 

needed to walk towards the promised land. 

• One major stumbling between them and the promised land was the river Jordan – they 

happened to come to it when it was wild and flooded. It was known that in its wild state, the 

river was known for drowning its victims. 

• It was in that context that Joshua made the following demand: 

Joshua 3:7 And Jehovah said to Joshua, Today, I will begin to magnify you in the sight of all 

Israel so that they may know that I will be with you, as I was with Moses. 8 And you shall 

command the priests that carry the ark of the covenant, saying, When you have come to the 

brink of the water of Jordan, you shall stand still in Jordan.  

• The priests needed to step up to the moment and step out into danger – its either they co-

operated or not. 

• What was at stake here – it was the future of God’s people. Someone needed to co-operate 

with God in order to secure the future. 

• No one had ever stepped into a flooded Jordan without risking their lives 

• Taking risks with God will give you access to the future He has in store for you. 

•  

 


