
DESTINED TO OVERCOME (Prt 2) – KNOW YOUR ENEMY 

 

1 Destined to Overcome (Prt 2) – Know Your Enemy 
Michael Manyuni M][M © 17 January 2021                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

1 John 5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God. And everyone 

who loves Him who begets also loves him who has been born of Him. 2 By this we know that we 

love the children of God, whenever we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the 

love of God, that we keep His commandments, and His commandments are not 

burdensome. 4 For everything that has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 

victory that overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

 

Last week, we began a journey in which we set out to explore a profound truth which says you 

are destined to overcome. We introduced this thesis and the following were the points we drew 

out in our introduction: 

 

1. You are destined to overcome because Jesus overcame on your behalf 

2. Victory is certain because your problems are not unique: 

Today we are going to peal another layer around this matter of overcoming. In order for you to 

win a fight, you need to know your enemy. 

If you don’t know what you are fighting, you will end up fighting the wrong battles 

When John was talking about overcoming, what was he talking about and that is the essence of 

our talk today? This morning I want to teach DESTINED TO OVERCOME Prt 2 – KNOW 

YOUR ENEMY. 

1 John 5: 4 For everything that has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 

victory that overcomes the world, our faith 

• I believe that when John wrote this verse, at the back of his mind, he had a picture of an 

occasion in which Jesus, his master had spoken the same words. 

• It was on that night, whilst having the evening meal, just before Christ was crucified that 

Jesus said “I have overcome the world”. 

• In the human eye, Jesus was far from being triumphant – there was nothing victorious about 

Jesus, He lived the life of a poor man and at thirty-three years of age, He was about to be 

murdered. 

•  So, what did Jesus mean when He declared His conquest? This backdrop and the context of 

Verse 4, gives us a picture of the kind of the enemy we are destined to overcome. 

• Our notion of being victorious in life is when you sit on the head of the table, it is when you 

outrun and outwit everyone around you, it is when you are on top of the pack – you can 
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name it. There is absolutely nothing wrong with these achievements but if these are the only 

indicators of your victory then the people in the world are more victorious than us. 

• So what is your enemy? The answer is found in what Jesus described as having conquered 

John 16:33 I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you 

will have tribulation. But take courage; I have overcome the world!” 

• The greatest enemy that every believer faces is called the WORLD – in other words, before 

any victory is possible, you need to have overcome the world.  

• What is the world? – It is the sum total of all outward things that are considered to be 

hostile to God. 

• So, you are destined to overcome every system that is hostile towards God. 

• The world is cunning by nature – it woos you to trust it, to love it; it absorbs your attention 

until it consumes you entirely. 

• The context of 1 John 5:4 is that our love for God is measured by keeping His 

commandments, and His commandments are not burdensome.  

• It is in this context of keeping the commandments of God that John says what is born of 

God overcomes the world. 

• The world does not want you to keep God’s commandments, the world does not want you 

to walk in the law of love. 

• You are conquered by the world when it succeeds in hindering you from seeing, loving and 

fellowshipping with Jesus. 

• Your extent of victory against the system of the world, determines the level of victory in 

other aspects of your life. 

• Let’s dig deeper into the scriptures 

1 John 2:15-17 (NIV) 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, 

the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The 

world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 

 

1 John 2:15-17 (The Message) 15-17 Don’t love the world’s ways. Don’t love the world’s 

goods. Love of the world squeezes out love for the Father. Practically everything that goes on 

in the world—wanting your own way, wanting everything for yourself, wanting to appear 

important—has nothing to do with the Father. It just isolates you from him. The world and all 
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its wanting, wanting, wanting is on the way out—but whoever does what God wants is set for 

eternity. 

• This is what Jesus came to enable us to overcome – Jesus empowered us to rule over the 

world. 

• The ultimate calling upon man is to love and to know God personally. 

• Anything that stops us from this pursuit, causes us to miss our ultimate purpose on this 

earth.  

 

The system of this world is controlled by the god of the world called diabolos – from the 

beginning, his aim was to mess up with everything that has God’s name on it. 

• Your hand-to-hand combat is not with human beings but is with spiritual powers 

Ephesians 6:12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers 

and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil 

spirits in the heavenly places. 

• We fight against evil rulers with various ranks in the spirit – these influence the outcome of 

events around us. 

• This changes the way you fight and the type of weaponry you use. When your marriage is 

struggling, your husband is not your enemy, when your children are struggling with drugs, 

your enemy is not the drug mule – take the battle to the real enemy called principalities and 

powers 

• Paul told the Corinthian church that their weapons are different, sound different and feel 

different from any conventional weapon. 

2 Corinthians 10: 3 For though we live in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh. 

4 The weapons of our warfare are not the weapons of the world. Instead, they have divine 

power to demolish strongholds. 

• Whilst we were born in a system that is hostile to God, Jesus came to enable us to outwit 

and to outmaneuver that system (that which is born of God overcomes the system).   

• Let’s look again at what Jesus said before He died 

John 16:33 I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you 

will have tribulation. But take courage; I have overcome the world!” 

• He says the world has trouble, has tribulation, has suffering and then He says that he has 

overcome the world. 
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• By implication, by overcoming the world, Jesus meant that He had defeated the root cause 

of trouble, tribulation and suffering! 

• When Jesus died on the cross, He took power away from the god of this world and handed 

it over to you. 

Colossians 2:14 having canceled the debt ascribed to us in the decrees that stood against us. 

He took it away, nailing it to the cross! 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He 

made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

 

• God uses the church as an instrument to showcase His power and glory and you are the 

church. 

Ephesians 3:10 NLT God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in 

its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


