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1 John 5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God. And everyone 

who loves Him who begets also loves him who has been born of Him. 2 By this we know that we 

love the children of God, whenever we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the 

love of God, that we keep His commandments, and His commandments are not 

burdensome. 4 For everything that has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 

victory that overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

 

What a start to the year this has been, it goes without say that whatever started in 2020 has 

continued into 2021.  

As a pastor, you are quite close to the lives of people and you get to share in their grieving and 

rejoicing, you get to smile and cry and sometimes all in the space of one hour. By all accounts, 

the year started on a challenging note for most people. 

• It is important that you are real about where you find yourself, it is crucial that you are 

brutally honest about how you are feeling right now. 

• With every honest analysis of where you are, comes with it the possibilities of a new 

beginning.  

• When you know that you are in pain, you will start looking for something to relieve you of 

that pain. 

• When you have been through a successful season in your life, you start looking for ways of 

sustaining it. You don’t want your success to be seen as a fluke.  

• This brings me to the title of our brand-new series – for the coming 6 weeks, we will be 

talking on the subject matter: DESTINED TO OVERCOME. This is a series that will 

bring hope to many, your faith will rise to another level. 

• It is possible to feel desperate and to lose sight of the future when your current situation is 

somewhat negative. 

• But this morning, the Lord is saying, regardless of your current situation, you are destined 

to overcome. 

• Your situation is not going to have the last say over your life. 

• Let me talk to someone who is grieving the loss of a loved one; your pain will not last 

forever; you will come out on top. 
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• You might not have lost a beloved one but you lost your source of income, and you don’t 

know how you are going to meet the bills at the end of the month – God wants you to know 

that you are destined to win. 

• This is a word for the season for many of you watching from home – your end is going to 

be great. 

Luke 1:45 And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things 

which were told her from the Lord 

 

• What does it mean to be destined?  

o that thing is certain to happen or be done,  

o it is something that is meant to happen. 

o Confined to a predetermined end 

• What does it mean to overcome (conquer, defeat, overthrow, subdue)? 

o To succeed in dealing with a problem 

o To successfully gain control of a difficult situation 

o To get the better of in competition 

• Therefore, destined to overcome means winning is certain and that you are confined to a 

predetermined end called victorious. 

 

• Where we have read in the first letter of John, you and I are told that a believer is destined 

to overcome. 

1 John 5: 4 For everything that has been born of God overcomes the world. 

 

1. You are destined to overcome because Jesus overcame on your behalf 

• This is at the center of Christianity and it is called the doctrine of substitution – it refers to a 

formal method or process that enables mankind to be brought back into good relationship 

with God. It involves making a sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins. 

• God sent Jesus and "made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God" (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 

will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

• Don’t get this matter twisted – it is not your effort that guarantees your victory, it is the 

finished works of calvary. 
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• A picture of this way of life is revealed in the scriptures in order to correct our thinking 

2 Chronicles 20:15 He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and 

Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this 

vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s. 

 

Deuteronomy 20: 1 When you go out to battle against your enemies and see horses and 

chariots, a people more than you, do not be afraid of them. For Jehovah your God is with you, 

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 4"For the LORD your God is the one who goes 

with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory."  

 

Romans 8:31"What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?"  

 

1 John 4:4You, little children, are from God and have overcome them, because greater is He 

who is in you than he who is in the world. 

 

• Going through difficult seasons does not mean your end will be disastrous – you need to 

hold onto the promises of God. 

Proverbs 24: 16 For though a righteous man may fall seven times, he still gets up; but the 

wicked stumble in bad times. 

 

Psalm 37:24 Though he falls, he will not be overwhelmed, for the LORD is holding his hand. 

 

Micah 7:8 Do not gloat over me, my enemy! Though I have fallen, I will arise; though I sit in 

darkness, the LORD will be my light. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the excellence of the 

power may be of God and not of us; 8  in every way having been troubled, but not having been 

hemmed in; having been perplexed, but not utterly at a loss; 9  having been persecuted, but not 

having been forsaken; having been thrown down, but not having been destroyed; 

 

2. Victory is certain because your problems are not unique: 

Ecclesiastes 1:9 What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is 

nothing new under the sun. 
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• If you are facing sickness in your body, Jesus healed many people (more thirty healing 

miracles were recorded).  

o Healed the nobleman’s son who was near death in Capernaum — John 4:46-54 

o Healed a demoniac at the synagogue in Capernaum — Mark 1:21-28, Luke 4:38-39 

o Healed Peter’s mother-in-law who had a high fever — Matt 8:14-17, Mark 1:29-31, 

Luke 4:38-39 

o Healed centurion’s paralyzed servant in Capernaum — Matt 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10 

o Healed a paralytic (let down through the roof) — Matt 9:2-8, Mark 2:1-12, Luke 

5:17-26 

o Healed two blind men — Matt 9:27-31 

o Healed a mute demoniac — Matt 9:32-34 

o Healed a crippled man at the Pool of Bethesda — John 5:2-15 

• Are you facing imminent starvation, Jesus fed over 5 000 people in Matthew 14:13-21. 

Jesus multiplied 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. If He did it before, He will do it again. 

• Are you facing a financial crisis, Jesus paid temple taxes with money that came out of a fish 

in Matthew 17:24-27? 

• Are you in a season of rejection and betrayal, Jesus was betrayed and rejected? 

• There is nothing that will surprise Jesus when you bring it before Him – there is nothing He 

cannot do. He is called the ancient of days, He is the great I am. 

Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot be touched with the feelings of our 

infirmities, but was in all points tempted just as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us 

come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


