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We have been on a series titled DESTINED TO OVERCOME. Today, we are doing the last 

installment of a series that took us 6 weeks to get to where we are today. In the last 2 weeks, we 

have been looking at 9 habits of an overcomer. For all but 1 of the 9 habits, we are being 

guided by the writings of Paul in Romans 12. The following are the 6 habits we have covered 

so far: 

Habit 1: An overcomer has a habit of walking by faith 

Habit 2: An overcomer voluntarily submits to God 

Habit 3: An overcomer constantly renews his/her mind 

Habit 4: An overcomer maintains a healthy view of self 

Habit 5: An overcomer has a genuine love for people 

Habit 6: An overcomer is spiritually disciplined  

 

• Let’s go straight into the word 

Romans 12:16 (NIV)16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 

associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 

• Sometimes the way you live among your peers will either open doors or close them in front 

of you. 

• You have heard of the statement that says “it’s not what you know, but who you know that 

matters”. What are you known for in your community? I know people who got married 

because of recommendations, people who got jobs because of a good name. 

• The Bible says a good name is more desirable than great riches; favor is better than silver 

and gold1. Whenever you interact with people, you need think about what you leave in your 

wake. 

• The apostle Paul was exhorting the church folk to consider their attitude towards the people 

they lived among – are you the kind of person who has a sense of self-importance, proud, 

vain and arrogant in nature? 

Habit 7: An overcomer is humble at heart 

• A major trait of a humble person is that they are at peace with themselves and with people 

around them.  

• How does a humble person become an overcomer?2 

 
1 Proverbs 22:21 
2 www. http://craigfinnestad.com/ - Ten characteristics of a humble person - C Finnestad (2018) 

http://craigfinnestad.com/
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o Humility places more value on relationships than on being right. Humility enjoys 

balance and harmony. 

o Humility easily extends grace to others – it is aware of the grace it has received. 

o Humility sees help as a chance to develop and not as a sign of weakness – it asks for 

help. 

o Humility believes that all people have great value, and all people deserve to be 

treated as such. 

o Humility gives you access to the resources found in God – by admitting that you 

cannot, it allows God to step into your situation. 

James 4: 6 But He gives us more grace. This is why it says: “God opposes the proud, but gives 

grace to the humble.” 

 

Proverbs 29:23 A man's pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit will obtain honor. 

 

Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 

Habit 8: An overcomer is a peace maker 

• The truth of the matter is that we are in a troubled world and we need more peace makers in 

our environment. 

• The calling upon every child of God is to be a peace maker – we have been adopted into a 

family of peace by the prince of peace. 

Romans 12:17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Carefully consider what is right in the eyes of 

everybody. 18 If it is possible on your part, live at peace with everyone 

• If it is in your power, be at peace with everyone – this means that you choose how you want 

to respond to your environment. 

• One of the most powerful and yet not so easy way of responding to people is to respond 

with forgiveness in the face of provocation. 

• At the center of peace, is the ability to forgive the unforgivable  

• Forgiveness is a journey, you can never forgive someone enough, you keep forgiving for 

the sake of your emotional and spiritual well-being:   
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"Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith 

unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven." (Matthew 

18:21-22). 

• Forgiveness is not excusing and approving of inappropriate behavior or saying that an 

offense isn’t important, but it is letting go of the negative emotions within you towards that 

person. 

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32). 

• A person of peace: 

o Confronts hostility with peace and calmness  

o Seeks for the good opinion of those around them (In the same way, let your light 

shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 

heaven3.) 

o Is a joy and a pleasure to be around – it is unchristian to have a repulsive, 

complicated and harsh character. 

o Chooses to walk in forgiveness  

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 

 

Habit 9: An overcomer does not seek for revenge 

• We are in a world that is riddled with high levels of injustices – the question is this, what do 

you do when facing injustice? 

Romans 12:19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 

written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy 

is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap 

burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

• One of the things I have observed is that many Christians confuse revenge with justice.  

• In a moment of conflict, an overcomer is motivated by justice and not by revenge. 

• An overcomer refuses to play God by taking matters in his own hands. 

• Many people live defeated lives by failing to deal with injustices incorrectly. 

• The Lord Jesus did not surrender his rights 

 
3 Matthew 5:16 
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John 18:23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I 

spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” 

• Paul demanded that he himself should be treated according to the rights and privileges of a 

Roman citizen. 

Acts 16:37 But Paul said to the officers: “They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we 

are Roman citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of us quietly? 

No! Let them come themselves and escort us out.” 

• How do you know if you are being motivated by revenge and not justice? 

o Revenge is about retaliation; justice is about restoring balance.  

o Revenge is predominantly emotional; justice primarily rational - Revenge is mostly 

about “acting out”, more often in a violent manner. 

o Revenge is, by nature, personal; justice is impersonal and impartial  

 

• What does the bible say about justice? 

Proverbs 21:15 When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers. 

 

Amos 5:24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! 

 

Isaiah 30:18 Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show you 

compassion. For the LORD is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him! 19 People of 

Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. How gracious he will be when you cry for 

help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you. 


