
LIFE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD (c) 

 

1 The Atmosphere For Kingdom Manifestation Prt 5 
Michael Manyuni M][M © 04 April 2021                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

John 20:19 Then the same day at evening, being the first of the sabbaths, when the doors were shut 

where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to 

them, Peace to you! 20 And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the 

disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Then Jesus said to them again, Peace to you. As My 

Father has sent Me, even so I send you. 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to 

them, Receive the Holy Spirit.  

This Sunday is like no other Sunday, it is a Sunday that we take a moment to celebrate the very act that 

makes Christianity to be what it is. Yes, there are debates regarding the exact date of the resurrection 

but there is no amount of debate that takes away the fact that Jesus rose up and is alive. 

The portion of scripture we read, takes us into a moment whereby the event was still fresh in the heart 

and mind of the disciples of Jesus. Their king had been martyred and they were filled with fear and 

apprehension regarding their future. They had just been with Jesus for 3.5yrs and many of them had 

forsaken everything to follow Him and now He was no more – I am sure many questions were racing 

through their minds (had they been lied to, was He for real, were they next in line on the chopping 

block). 

It is within this context that we are going to continue with our teaching series – THE ATMOSPHERE 

FOR KINGDOM MANIFESTATIONS, and we have so far discovered that each kingdom person ought to 

appreciate what life in the kingdom looks like: 

1. Access to forgiveness  

2. Access to God the Father 

3. Access to kingdom resources – authority  

This morning, I want to address you on another aspect of the kingdom – when you enter into the 

kingdom of God, your life stops from being aimless, you are introduced into what I call a purposeful 

life. We are going to about A PURPOSEFUL LIFE. 

• Kingdom people are people on a mission – when you are in the kingdom, your life is bigger than 

what meets the eye. We live for a higher purpose, something that is bigger than us. 

• When the disciples were gripped by fear, not knowing what was going to happen next, their 

master appeared to them and said “…Peace to you. As My Father has sent Me, even so I send you.” 
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• Wait a moment Jesus, how about explaining to us what has just happened to you, where were you 

for the past 36 hours, Jesus are you not angry with us for deserting you in your time of greatest 

need. 

• Jesus was sending a great message to His disciples and to us the church, which was “we have no 

time to waste by deliberating on our past failures and fears, we have a mission to pursue.” 

• On this resurrection Sunday, you ought to be reminded that you have a mission and destiny to 

pursue. 

• The resurrection of Jesus initiated a rescue mission for humanity. What that means is that kingdom 

people are purposeful people. Jesus came on a mission that was commissioned by the Father and 

the first thing that He said to these fear-stricken disciples was – rise up you have a mission to 

pursue.  

• Without a purpose, life is futile and empty – you will only find fulfillment when you start living out 

your purpose. The question is, do you know your purpose. 

• Jesus was so consumed by purpose such that death could not even stop him. For him dying was 

part and parcel of the package that God had offered Him. 

• As we contemplate on the death and the resurrection of Jesus, I want us for the coming few 

minutes to turn our attention on this issue of purpose. 

THE NATURE OF KINGDOM PURPOSE 

Let’s explore 4 aspects regarding purpose: 

1. Every kingdom person has a purpose to live for 

Ephesians 4:7-8 (NIV) 7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is 

why it says: “When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his people.” 

Romans 12: 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 

prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, 

then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is 

to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

• God gave each believer an ability and capacity to fulfill a specific mission here on earth. We have 

many kingdom people who are standing on the bus stop, waiting for Jesus to come back – this is a 

skewed view of kingdom life. 
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1 Corinthians 12: 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 

• There are good works that God prepared you for – those good works can only be seen when you 

rise up and choose to live them out. 

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do. 

• The church will not live up to the expectations of heaven as long as there are believers who choose 

to play the spectator role. 

2. Your purpose is for your discovery and acceptance and not your decision 

John 17:1 This is what Jesus prayed as he looked up into heaven, “Father, the time has come. Unveil the 

glorious splendor of your Son so that I will magnify your glory! 2 You have already given me authority 

over all people so that I may give the gift of eternal life to all those that you have given to me.  

John 8: 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but to do the will of Him who 

sent Me. 

• Your purpose was put in place even before you were born – it is therefore for you to discover it 

and not to choose which one should be your purpose. 

• You were custom made for your purpose – the things that bring joy to you, don’t bring joy to me. 

You were designed to fit the work that God called you to perform. 

Jeremiah 1: 4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying: 5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew 

you, and before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

• Jesus was adamant regarding doing only that which the Father sent Him to do.  

• We have many people not pursuing their calling because through the natural eye, those things 

don’t look glamorous. The Lord is calling you back to the place of your destiny.  

• Jesus would have pulled the plug on the mission and there were plenty of opportunities to do that 

– what got Him through was “Not my will but your will be done”.  

• Resurrection Sunday, is a byproduct of Jesus choosing to live out His purpose to the full  

3.  Purpose always has to do with revealing the love and the glory of God to people 

• The issue of purpose should never be a source of great confusion amongst God’s people. 
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• There are many things we can be excited about but if those things don’t bring glory to God, if 

those things don’t introduce people to God’s love, then it’s not purpose – you can call it something 

else. 

• Your purpose should leave people asking about the God whom you serve – your gift is meant to be 

a tool for people’s conversion.  

John 17:6 I have revealed Your name to the men whom You gave to Me out of the world…8 For I have 

given to them the Words which You gave Me, and they have received them and have known surely that 

I came out from You. And they have believed that You sent Me… 

14 I have given them Your Word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, even 

as I am not of the world… 

22 And I have given them the glory which You have given Me, that they may be one, even as We are 

one 

26 And I made known to them Your name, and will make it known, so that the love with which You 

have loved Me may be in them, and I in them.  

• The litmus test regarding the matter of purpose is whether you are serving people and in the 

process of serving people, is God being revealed, are people experiencing the love of God. 

1 Peter 4:10 As good stewards of the manifold grace of God, each of you should use whatever gift he 

has received to serve one another. 

4. Purpose must be pursued with the intention to finish well 

• Many people are great starters but very few are great finishers – run with the intention to finish 

well.  

• Someone said you should aim to die empty – none of us should have regrets our our death beds. 

• When that day comes, we must be in a position to say “I ran and I finished well”. 

John 17:4 I have glorified You upon the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. 

• Finishing your race will bring the greatest glory to God – the one who initiated the race. 

• On the day of judgement, everyone shall give an account on how well they lived their lives here on 

earth. Please don’t take this lightly. 
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2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive his due for the things done in the body, whether good or bad. 

• The apostle Paul leant from Jesus, the art of finishing well – at a certain point, Paul was ready to 

meet the Lord because he knew he has finished the race.  

2 Timothy 4:6-7 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time of my departure is 

at hand. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

• On such a day as this, where we are celebrating the resurrection of our Lord Jesus – should we not 

ask Him to resurrect the dying passions in our hearts. It is a time to ask Him, to open your spiritual 

eyes to that calling that has been eluding you for a long time.  

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of the One who raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the One who 

raised up Christ from the dead shall also make your mortal bodies alive by His Spirit who dwells in you.  


