
LIFE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD (e) 

 

1 The Atmosphere For Kingdom Manifestation Prt 6 
Michael Manyuni M][M © 11 April 2021                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

Mark 3:13 And He went up into a mountain and called near those whom He would. And they came to 

Him. 14 And He ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and that He might send them out to 

proclaim, 15 and to have authority to heal sicknesses, and to cast out demons.  

This morning, we are continuing with our teaching series titled THE ATMOSPHERE FOR KINGDOM 

MANIFESTATIONS. We have been exploring life in the kingdom, as a trigger for every believer to desire 

the fullness thereof: 

1. Access to forgiveness  

2. Access to God the Father 

3. Access to kingdom resources – authority  

4. Access to a purposeful life 

One of the societal ills we have is that our contemporary environment is highly connected in a highly 

disconnected manner. There has never been a time in history that the world has become very small in 

terms of distance. Within an hour of an event happening in Washington DC, the whole world will be in 

the know.  

Within an hour of a robbery happening just down the road, all the people who are the Facebook page 

of People who live in Pretoria East will be in the know.  

The paradox is this; whilst technology has closed the physical distance between people, the reality is 

that emotionally, spiritually and socially our communities have become very distant. What do I mean 

by that; you can lose a loved one, bury them and your neighbor will not know about it for a whole 

year. 

We have a problem of dysfunctional societies and that brings me to the subject matter of our talk this 

morning. 

The kingdom of God gives you access to a functional community called the KINGDOM FAMILY. 

• It is a travesty of theology to have a church community that functions below the standards of a 

gold club, a stokvel or a network marketing scheme. 

• God created humans with a high affinity for community and fellowship – an isolated person will 

wilt over time. You were never meant to be alone – you need community in as much as your lungs 

need air to breath. 
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• Where we have read, we find Jesus making a move that speaks to the issue of kingdom family – 

after identifying His inner core, Jesus called them into community. 

Mark 3:14 And He ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and that He might send them out to 

proclaim, 15 and to have authority to heal sicknesses, and to cast out demons. 

• Before He could send them out, Jesus wanted to do life with them, they needed to be healthy first 

before they could impact people around them – Any dysfunctional church1 community has no 

capacity to further the cause of the kingdom. 

• What does it mean to say “that they would be with Him”? 

o He wanted to be constantly with them both in private and in public 

o He took them into his family set up 

o He wanted them to be acquainted with Him  

o He wanted to model kingdom life at close proximity. 

• In the middle of lonely, disconnected, unconcerned and self-centered communities, Kingdom 

family provides an alternative for relief and comfort. 

• Just look at this statement with me for a moment; the bible is very clear regarding kingdom 

community; 

Psalm 68:6 NKJV God sets the solitary in families; He brings out those who are bound into prosperity; 

But the rebellious dwell in a dry land. 

Ephesians 1:5 (NLT) 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself 

through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. 

THE ANATOMY OF KINGDOM FAMILY 

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done 

through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and 

sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing 

daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with 

 
1 A dysfunctional church is a church in which conflict, misbehavior, and often neglect or abuse on the part of 

individual leaders occur continuously and regularly, leading other members to accommodate such actions. 
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gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 

added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

1. Kingdom family is devoted to fundamental spiritual disciplines  

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in prayers 

• What are these fundamental (essential, core, central) disciplines – the word, prayer and fellowship 

• The center holds because these three are regarded highly – they are the three that distinguishes 

kingdom family from any other community.  

• When a community of believers is fully committed to the word of God, to prayer and to fellowship, 

that community heals itself of the common ills surrounding it. 

• When the word of God is the ultimate authority in a church, it is no longer man’s opinion that 

trumps the moment. 

• Prayer connects you with God (the source), fellowship connects you with family and the word 

governs the connections. 

• A church that is built around man’s philosophy is governed by who can speak the loudest or who is 

closest to the leadership 

• The early church did these three habitually and the result was – “And the Lord added to the church 

daily those who were being saved.” 

2. Kingdom family shares a strong bond of love 

• This sounds like cliché but it is the glue that makes a family to be a family 

Acts 2:44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their 

possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 

1 John 4: 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” but hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not 

love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And this 

commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also. 

• There is a statement that says “Love is not love until it is given away” 

• The early church understood love in a practical manner – they shared their very life. No one 

among them felt out of place because all needs were met. 
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• The church needs to reconnect with this way of life –  

Some observations of love in action 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 NIV 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 

where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 

a) Love never gives up 

• Kingdom family has patient people, they are able to bear up with one another. Kingdom family will 

not throw you out in your times of weakness but draws you in. 

Ephesians 4: 1 As a prisoner in the Lord, then, I urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling you 

have received: 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 

• Kingdom family is inspired by the God’s patience towards it and is able to extend the same to each 

other. 

• Kingdom family runs the course with you 

b) Love gives of itself 

Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

1 John 3:16 This is how we have discovered love’s reality: Jesus sacrificed his life for us. Because of this 

great love, we should be willing to lay down our lives for one another.  

• There is nothing that tests ones resolve as having to look beyond self does. Humans are generally 

self-centered and that is what is at the center of societal dysfunction. 

• When last did you think more about the next person, the way they feel, how they are coping with 

their situation? It is this trait of love that should result in no one feeling lonely whilst being part of 

a church community. 

• In order to care for others, you need to pay attention – stop looking past people around you. 

Listen to the conversation beneath the words. 

• Love gets close to the situation – many people in our communities are viewed as numbers. Behind 

every person, there is a story.  
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• When was the last time you sacrificed something for someone who cannot repay you? It is easier 

to sacrifice for someone who has capacity to do the same for you. 

c) Love does not discriminate 

Galatians 3:27For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There 

is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

• Unfortunately, there are things that we find in the kingdom family that are foreign to kingdom 

culture. 

• Where does classism, tribalism, racism and the like fit into a kingdom family? Our communities are 

caught up in a storm of separatism and that has found its way into the kingdom family.  

• This is not a new phenomenon – Peter in the bible battled with it until he had an encounter with 

the Lord. He didn’t think the gentiles were as valuable as the Jews to receive the word of 

salvation2. 

• What’s up with the flight we see in our churches and communities – can I be controversial but very 

serious today; how do you explain the flight of certain groups of people when they feel that their 

space is being infiltrated by a different group? 

• Why does the poor in the kingdom family struggle to mingle with the well to do and the opposite 

being true as well? 

• I still believe that kingdom family is able to go beyond the skin-deep differences – it is the only 

institution that holds hope for a diverse community. 

 
2 Acts 10 - The story of Cornelius 


