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Let’s start today by going straight to our anchor scripture: 

 

Luke 11:9 And I say to you, Ask and it shall be given you. Seek and you shall find. Knock and it 

shall be opened to you.10 For everyone who asks receives. And he who seeks finds. And to him 

who knocks it shall be opened.  

 

To seek aid in a time of need is an expectation for every living being. When someone is under 

the fear of death, they are forced to seek for help from something more powerful than them; 

that is why people will pay top dollar to get back their health.  

What has been your go to place when you are in dire need – some people look for their friends, 

some look for their parents, some look for their bosses.  

The big question is this; has all that worked for you. These days you have money back 

guarantee products where they tell you that if you are not happy with the product, you can bring 

it back for cash and no questions will be asked. We all need to have a go to place that 

guarantees results. 

 

Today we are continuing with our teaching series titled THE KINGDOM ATMOSPHERE 

PRT 3. I want to indulge you on a matter of critical importance in the life of a kingdom citizen. 

It is one of those aspects that you cannot afford to ignore and that aspect is prayer. The title of 

my sermon is A CALL TO PRAY. 

• Nothing can create kingdom atmosphere like prayer does. You have been after so many 

things, you have paid attention to certain facts and diets but has your heartfelt needs been 

met by all those things. 

• That is why today, the Lord is making a call for you to try prayer. Everyone knows and 

talks about prayer but very few engage real prayer in their lives.  

• That is why it is not time to go to sleep because you have heard so much about prayer. 

Someone needs a new revelation about prayer.  

• No one has sought for prayer in times of trouble like those who shunned it in their times of 

peace and well-being.  

• Boastfulness and skepticism runs out in times of trouble. In their times of trouble, every 

individual cries out to their god – just as it was with Jonah and the fisher man. 

Jonah 1:5 The sailors were afraid, and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the 

ship’s cargo into the sea to lighten the load. But Jonah had gone down to the lowest part of the 
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vessel, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6The captain approached him and said, 

“How can you sleep? Get up and call upon your God. Perhaps this God will consider us, so 

that we may not perish.” 

• God has given to all animals a special ability for survival but to humans, God only gave a 

little strength and yet man was king over everything in Eden. This was so as long as man 

was connected to the source of his life. 

• No matter where you find man, whenever he is in distress, he will look for help from his 

maker.  

• The question is this: why does God prompt man to pray? it is because there is an end goal 

to it.  

• Prayer is the only way to communicate/connect with God  

• Take prayer out of the equation and there is no relationship with your maker – that is why I 

am surprised by God’s children who do not pray more often. 

• We are commanded to pray over and over again in the bible. Does God command you to 

pray when there is nothing to expect after praying. 

• “There is a money back guarantee on prayer” – if you pray you will get results 

 

• Let’s go to our anchor text. In the text we have read, Jesus lays to rest the question of 

whether prayer should be entered into. 

Luke 11:9 And I say to you, Ask and it shall be given you. Seek and you shall find. Knock and it 

shall be opened to you.10 For everyone who asks receives. And he who seeks finds. And to him 

who knocks it shall be opened.  

 

1. The authority of Jesus guarantees the success of prayer 

Luke 11:9 And I say to you, Ask and it shall be given you. 

• In the Kingdom of God, there is God as the presiding King and we are His subjects. In any 

Kingdom, the words of the king or lord is highly revered by the subjects. 

• Every believer should pay attention to what his Lord says. Jesus makes a declaration which 

should spur everyone to pray. 

• Jesus cannot lie, Jesus cannot be wrong – if He says anything to you, it settles the matter. 
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• There is power in every word that comes from the mouth of Jesus and right in front of us 

we have forceful phrase that should change the mind of any reasonable person regarding 

prayer. 

• A lot of people have spoken against prayer in so many ways; what are your reasons for not 

engaging in prayer. 

• Some say it is impossible to alter the cause of nature through prayer  

• The truth of the matter is that it is not mandatory for God to alter the course of nature in 

order to answer the prayers of man. 

• God is able, God is able to fulfill the desires of His people without altering any laws of 

nature. 

• Jesus is the most competent voice you need in order to believe that prayer works. Who is 

this Jesus? 

• This is the one who was in the beginning, this is the sustainer of all things – all the forces of 

nature are sustained by Him.  

Colossians 1: 16 For in Him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities. All things were created 

through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

• When Jesus says ask and it will be given to you, He is speaking from a position of knowing 

and not of presumption. 

• From sustainer and creator of all things, the words “I say to you…”, settles any doubt in 

any mind about the possibility of getting answers to prayer. 

• This has been the case since time immemorial – Moses prayed and water came out of a 

rock, Joshua prayed and the sun stopped, Elijah prayed and it did not rain. 

 

• Some people argue that prayer can’t change anything because the decrees of God have 

settled all events. This is an argument from some quarters of believers – these are people 

who have a fatalistic perspective.  

• Yes, all things were set into motion before they existed – if this is the case why should we 

pray? 

• We pray because even your prayers were predestined by God. Whenever you pray, you tap 

into the chain of events that were destined for you before the foundations of the earth. 

• We pray for the sinners because it was destined for all to be saved.  
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• We pray because God has preordained our prayers – destiny decrees that I should pray and I 

will pray.  

• Jesus declared in this text that we should ask and it will be given to us – who is saying this? 

• Jesus gives you an assurance that there is nothing that can stop your prayers from being 

answered. 

 

• Some people don’t pray because they feel that God is too great to be approached by vile 

man like us – this has stopped many from praying. 

• This seems to be something that can stop your prayers but Jesus answers this by saying “I 

say to you, ask and you shall receive” – who is saying this? Jesus hears your prayers 

because He knows both the greatness of God and the weakness of man. He was both man 

and God. The God Jesus and the man Jesus is speaking to us. 

• When the fear of sin troubles you, all you need is to be reminded that Jesus the man took up 

all your sins on the cross. 

2 Corinthians 5: 21God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that in Him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 

• Jesus spoke from the cross and He is still speaking from the righthand side of God. Jesus is 

still saying this to you in His new position in Heaven. 

• On the cross He declared that our judgment was finished and now He is encouraging you to 

pray about your troubles. 

Romans 8:34Who is there to condemn us? For Christ Jesus, who died, and more than that was 

raised to life, is at the right hand of God— and He is interceding for us. 

• The savior’s troubles were deeper than yours – how can you doubt His ability to carry your 

troubles. 

• Christ prayed whilst carrying your sins and He was answered and was helped till the end. 

• The experience of Christ is the divine proof that asking will be followed by receiving even 

when sin is at your feet.  

• You need to believe in His name – when you present your partitions using His name, a part 

of His authority covers your prayer. If your prayer is rejected, then Christ is dishonored and 

this is not a possibility. 

John 16: 23In that day you will no longer ask Me anything. Truly, truly, I tell you, whatever 

you ask the Father in My name, He will give you. 24Until now you have not asked for anything 

in My name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete. 


