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Lets start again by reading our anchor scripture from last week:  

Luke 11:9 And I say to you, Ask and it shall be given you. Seek and you shall find. Knock and it 

shall be opened to you.10 For everyone who asks receives. And he who seeks finds. And to him 

who knocks it shall be opened. 

This morning, we are continuing on our matter concerning prayer under the theme A CALL 

TO PRAY (b). Last week we discovered that prayer shapes the atmosphere in the life of a 

believer. This morning, I want to start off by posing a question that I asked last week in my 

teaching:  why does God prompt man to pray? 

To answer the question; last week we leant that God prompts us to pray because:  

1. The authority of Jesus guarantees the success of prayer 

Luke 11:9 And I say to you, Ask and it shall be given you. 

• This morning, I want to give you the second reason why God prompts you and I to pray. 

Luke 11:9 And I say to you, Ask and it shall be given you. Seek and you shall find. Knock and it 

shall be opened to you.10 For everyone who asks receives. And he who seeks finds. And to him 

who knocks it shall be opened. 

• After asserting His authority, after giving us an assurance to engage prayer, Jesus gives a 

promise. 

• That promise settles the question of whether your prayers will have an impact or not.  

• The value/weight of a promise is determined by the character of the person giving the 

promise. 

2. The Character of God guarantees the success of prayer 

• It does not matter how powerful a promise looks like, if the person making the promise has 

no capacity to deliver, that promise is good for nothing. 

• Before us we have an assurance to receive an answer to every type of prayer.  

• Jesus gives us a line up of different types of prayers:  

o there is an asking type of prayer – simple and direct to the point 

o There is a seeking type of prayer – persistent and thorough  

o There is a knocking type of prayer – desperate and demanding 

• Whenever you engage in prayer, regardless of what type of prayer, there is a promise at the 

end of the prayer. Each type of prayer will be answered. 

• When you engage all types of prayers, you will receive a combined answer to the prayers. 

Ephesians 6:18 (NIV)18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 

requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 
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• A believer ought to pray always and for all situations – when facing any situation, prayer 

ought to be a natural default for a believer. 

Proverbs 21:31 A horse is prepared for the day of battle, but victory is of the LORD. 

• If you think about it, it is easier to worry and be anxious about stuff than it is to pray about 

the situation. 

• The truth of the matter is that when you worry about something, you will be wasting an 

opportunity to pray about the thing. Worry gets you sick but praying gets you peace and 

answers. 

Philippians 4:6 (TPT) Don’t be pulled in different directions or worried about a thing. Be 

saturated in prayer throughout each day, offering your faith-filled requests before God with 

overflowing gratitude. Tell him every detail of your life, 

• Prayer places a demand on the character and nature of God to be revealed in your situation.  

• When you think of prayer, what character of God comes to mind? God is faithful in keeping 

His promises to man. 

Numbers 23:19 God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change 

his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?  

• One of the reasons why people have stopped praying, is because they have faced numerous 

disappointments in their lives. 

• Look, I understand the pain you have been through, the frustration, the agony and 

everything else. 

• It is a list that can easily draw you to a place of doubting the character and the nature of 

God the father. 

• But right in front of us, we have a portion of scriptures that speak of the nature of God:   

God’s Word sings of His promise-keeping character over and over again. 

• There is something about the God we pray to – He is not a man and He does not play to the 

gallery. 

• We can trust the Lord because there is no evil in him - God is incapable of lying, deceiving, 

and selfishness 

James 1: 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 

heavenly lights, with whom there is no change or shifting shadow. 

• After praying for something for a long time, it is possible to think that God is not listening 

to you – someone needs a shift in perspective. 
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• Prayer is more about fellowship with God than it is receiving immediate answers  

• The faithful character of God is printed right across the pages of scripture: 

John 16: 23In that day you will no longer ask Me anything. Truly, truly, I tell you, whatever 

you ask the Father in My name, He will give you. 24Until now you have not asked for anything 

in My name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete. 

• I like this scripture because everything that I need is covered here – whatever you ask, 

whatever means whatever! Now, it is up to you to take the character of Jesus with some 

reservations or to fully trust in His faithfulness and goodness towards men. 

• The key to engaging prevailing prayer is to regain your trust in the character of God 

Psalm 84:11For the LORD God is a sun and a shield; the LORD gives grace and glory; He 

withholds no good thing from those who walk with integrity. 12O LORD of Hosts, how blessed 

is the man who trusts in You! 

• Every men and women who ever did wonders in the kingdom of God, were people of 

prayer. God was faithful to answer their prayers then and He will continue doing it for you. 

• Let’s go into memory lane regarding the power of prayer and how God has shown Himself 

to be faithful to answer whenever people choose to engage prayer: 

1. Abraham was a man of prayer and angels came down to converse with him and God 

was among them (Genesis 18). 

2. Jacob’s prayer was answered when he wrestled with God at a place he called Peniel 

which means face of God. His meeting with God resulted in a changed man and 

impacted his encounter with his brother Esau (Genesis 32:22 – 32). 

3. The Lord answered the prayer of Hannah and gave her a son by the name of Samuel – 

when you pray, your spiritual or even your physical barrenness is broken (1 Samuel 

1:15-20) 

4. Elijah prayed and the heavens were shut for 3.5yrs and when he prayed again the 

heavens gave rain (1 Kings 17:1). The apostle James calls Elijah a man with a nature 

like ours – you can pray for rain of God to fall on his people and you will see a great 

awakening in your day. 

5. Elijah prayed for fire on mount Carmel and fire came down (1 Kings 18:36-40) – the 

God of Elijah still lives and you can pray for fire to come down and consume your 

fleshly tendencies. 
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6. Elisha prayed and the dead child came back to life (2 Kings 4:32-36)  – we still have the 

God of Elisha whom we can pray to in order for the spiritually dead to be raised to life 

in the spirit. 

7. Cornelius prayed to God regularly and God answered him by bringing about true 

salvation (Acts 10). 

8. The church prayed for Peter who had been imprisoned and in a miraculous way, Peter 

was freed from prison by angelic activity (Acts 12:5 – 16). 

9. Jesus, our greatest example of prayer was constantly in prayer. Jesus prayed before 

every major event in His life. At His baptism, Jesus was praying (Luke 3:21-22). At His 

transfiguration, He was praying (Luke 9:28-29). Before choosing His disciples, Jesus 

spent the whole night in prayer (Luke 6:12-16). Before raising Lazarus from the dead, 

Jesus prayed to God (John 11) – before we speak to the dead, we need to have spoken to 

God about the dead in order to receive power. Before the crucifixion, Jesus spent a 

considerable amount of time in prayer in the garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-

45).  

• God does nothing except in response to prayer. 

James 4:2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, 

so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you 

do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 

pleasures. 

• These scriptures give us a true picture of what is happening in our lives. The root of the 

majority of our sins is the lack of kingdom results; people kill in order to get what they 

don’t have; people quarrel and fight for what is not theirs. 

• You ask why the family is in a chaotic state, the answer is that you have not prayed 

• You ask why things are forever tough at work, the answer is that you have not prayed 

• You ask why the power of God is absent in the church, the answer is that you have not 

prayed 

• You ask why you feel lonely and defeated, the answer is that you have not prayed 

• You ask why money seems to fly away from you, the answer is that you have not prayed 


