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This morning we are continuing with our teaching on PREVAILING PRAYER (b): 

LESSONS FROM PRAYERS OF THE BIBLE. 

Last week, we learnt that there are plenty of lessons we can learn by observing some of the 650 

prayers listed in the Bible. This means that in order to learn about how to pray, look no further, 

its all in the Bible. 

We got our first lessons from the setting that surrounded the prayer for Sodom by Abram. 

1. Lessons from Abraham’s prayer for Sodom 

2. Lessons from Moses prayer for an idolatrous Israel  

Exodus 32:1 And the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, and the 

people gathered themselves to Aaron. And they said to him, Up! Make us gods who shall go 

before us. For this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know 

what has become of him. 2 And Aaron said to them, Break off the golden earrings which are in 

the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them to me.  

 

3 And all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them 

to Aaron. 4 And he took them from their hand, and fashioned it with an engraving tool. And he 

made it a molten calf. And they said, These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of 

the land of Egypt. 5 And when Aaron saw, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made 

proclamation and said, Tomorrow is a feast to Jehovah.  

 

6 And they rose up early on the next day and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 

offerings. And the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 7 And Jehovah said 

to Moses, Go! Get down, for your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, are 

corrupted…9 And Jehovah said to Moses, I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-

necked people. 10 And now leave Me alone, so that My wrath may become hot against them 

and so that I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation.  

• We have a situation here where God is very upset with his own people. The people of God 

had greatly dishonored God and in His eyes, they deserved to die. In fact, we find that in 

verse 10, God was ready to start all over again with a new people. 

• There are times when things have gone terribly wrong around us – you could be the cause 

of the situation or someone around you has made a huge blunder. Do you know that there 

are some mistakes and foolish moves we do that live us with nothing except judgement? 



KINGDOM ATMOSPHERE PRT 6 

 

2 The Kingdom Atmosphere Prt 6 – Prevailing Prayers (b) 

Michael Manyuni M][M © 06 June 2021                       www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

• The reality of the matter is that by nature, God is a God of justice - The God of Scripture is 

a God clearly characterized by righteousness, justice, and omnipotence. Therefore, He 

desires to, and is able to, punish evil and reward righteousness. 

• With that in mind, how do you even approach God when you are facing a major scandal in 

your life – there are scandals that makes one to feel as though they are unforgiveable and 

you feel like the world will never forgive you for it. 

• Given the gravity of the matter, how did Moses approach this situation? 

Exodus 32:11 (NIV) But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why 

should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power 

and a mighty hand? 

• Moses knew God, Moses had experienced God first hand and therefore he approached God 

on that basis. What was it? 

2.1 Prevailing prayer is an outcome of being personal with God 

• He sought the favor of the Lord His God – the way you see yourself before God, the way 

you relate with God will determine the effectiveness of your prayers. 

• Moses had such a confidence in talking to God who was at that point seething with anger. 

• The key to Moses being able to talk to God in that moment was that he had a personal 

relationship with God. 

• When you are close to someone, you have confidence to ask for favors. 

• God has to move from being an abstract concept to being real and personal to you in order 

to engage in prevailing prayers. 

• In the face of judgement, in the face of retributive justice, you need to have revelation of 

the other side of God – that side that is called the God of mercy. 

• Mercy is not simply a matter of ignoring evil, but God in Christ crucified takes the just 

deserves of sin upon Himself rather than letting sin go unpunished. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

• Whilst in the Old Testament, sin had to be paid for by the sinner, the story of the New 

Testament is different – we have a high Priest who paid the price you could not pay, the 

crucified savior Jesus Christ. 
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• The prodigal son needed to see himself differently in order to go back home to his father. 

The prodigal son was a son whilst he was at home, he was still a son whilst he was living a 

debauchery life. 

• At the same time, the prodigal son needed to see his father in a different light. 

Luke 15: 17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 

have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father 

and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and 

went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

• Two things needed to align in order for Moses to approach God the way he did; firstly, he 

needed to see himself aright and secondly, he needed to have the right perspective of God. 

• This is the place of a great struggle for many people – a lot of people see themselves as 

slaves and servants. When you see yourself that way, you cannot expect favors from God – 

favors are only reserved for sons and daughters. 

• Moses had just spent 40 days with God, he was aware of his place in the heart of God. He 

knew that God was pleased with him otherwise He would not have entertained him for that 

long. 

• This issue was at the heart of how Jesus expected His disciples to pray 

Luke 11:2 And He said to them, When you pray, say: Our Father, who is in Heaven, hallowed 

be Your name. 

• Prevailing prayer is a conversation between a loving Father and His children 

• In the absence of this type of relationship, it is impossible to engage in any meaningful 

prayers. 

• How do you view God? 

• When you see God as a tyranny, who has no capacity to forgive, you will run away from 

Him instead of running to Him for fear of punishment.  

1 John 4:16  And we have known and believed the love that God has in us. God is love, and he 

who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 17  In this is our love made perfect, that we 

may have boldness in the day of judgment, that as He is, so also we are in this world. 18  There 

is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear, because fear has torment. He who fears has 

not been perfected in love. 19  We love Him because He first loved us. 
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• Moses got this right – yes God was angry but He knew Him as a merciful God, He knew 

Him as a forgiving God. 

Psalms 145: 8The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in 

loving devotion. 9The LORD is good to all; His compassion rests on all He has made. 

• What you know about God determines how you pray and what you expect to receive from 

Him. 

• Because of what he knew about God, Moses expected a different outcome from the 

judgement that God was about to pass down. 

• When Jesus was about to depart from earth, He wanted to make sure that the disciples had 

the correct view of Him. 

Matthew 16:13 And coming into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asked His disciples, 

saying, Who do men say Me to be, the Son of Man? 14 And they said, Some say, John the 

Baptist; some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 15  He said to them, But 

who do you say I am? 16  And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of 

the living God. 17  Jesus answered and said to him, You are blessed, Simon, son of Jonah, for 

flesh and blood did not reveal it to you, but My Father in Heaven.  

• Oh, how we need an accurate view of God – you need the work of the Holy Spirit in order 

to have the correct view of God. 

• Jesus is not like any other prophet, Jesus is full of forgiveness, Jesus wants you to be 

healthy, Jesus wants you to experience peace even in the middle of a storm. 

• Jesus is high priest who is touched by our infirmities, during His earthly days He allowed 

lepers to come near Him, He allowed prostitutes to touch Him, He cried over the death of 

His friend Lazarus. 

• Let this be your motivation to pray to Him.  

 

 


