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This morning we are continuing with our teaching on PREVAILING PRAYER (c): 

LESSONS FROM PRAYERS OF THE BIBLE. 

This week, we are continuing from where we left off last week.  

In the previous 2 weeks we looked at 

1. Lessons from Abraham’s prayer for Sodom 

2. Lessons from Moses prayer for an idolatrous Israel  

We are continuing to learn from Moses this morning and let’s start off by reading the word. 

Exodus 32:11 (NIV) But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why 

should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power 

and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians speak and say, He brought them out for 

harm, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from 

Your fierce wrath, and be moved to pity as to this evil against Your people.  

13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self, 

and said to them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens, and all this land that I 

have spoken of will I give to your seed, and they shall inherit it forever. 14 And Jehovah 

repented as to the evil which He spoke of doing to His people.  

2.1 Prevailing prayer is an outcome of being personal with God 

• Lets explore another aspect of prevailing prayer this morning.  

• We discovered that Moses was standing before an angry God – in other words, though 

Moses knew that God was a God of mercy, there was still a possibility that God could have 

still gone ahead with what he had determined to do. 

• Why was Moses prepared to risk his own relationship with God – what was in it for him?  

• He had been given a sweet deal in which he was going to be the father of a new nation – 

God was ready to start all over again with Moses. 

• This brings us to the second lesson from this encounter 

 

2.2 Prevailing prayer happens when you engage in selfless prayers (intercession prayer) 

• When last did you pray for someone other than yourself? When last did you carry another 

person in prayer without publicizing it on Instagram, WhatsApp and Facebook? 

• Moses didn’t have to intercede on behalf of this idolatrous people – he was ok with God 

and seemingly promotion was on his doorstep. 
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Exodus 32:12 Why should the Egyptians speak and say, He brought them out for harm, to kill 

them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from Your fierce 

wrath, and be moved to pity as to this evil against Your people.  

 

• Prayers of intercession are prevailing prayers because they have nothing to do with you but 

with another person. 

• When Moses stood in the gap for the children of God, a whole nation, close to 3 million 

people were saved- well the majority of them. 

Exodus 32: 14 And Jehovah repented as to the evil which He spoke of doing to His people. 

• Intercession is a prayer that pleads with God on behalf of another.  

• Christ is the embodiment of intercession – He is the great mediator; He took your place on 

the cross and presently He stands on the gap for you before the Father. 

Romans 8:34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died more than 

that, who was raised to life is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 

• When you take up the role of an intercessor, you are joining yourself with the core ministry 

of Jesus. 

• The intercessor does not take the place of Jesus but through Him, God hears you. We are 

“hidden in Christ with God,” co-heirs to everything a child of the King receives. 

• A faithful intercessor is like a human chain that links God and needy situations around her. 

• God has chosen intercession as the primary means in which He releases His power now and 

forever.  

• Intercession is warfare – the desire of the enemy is to steal, kill and destroy; when you 

intercede for someone, you are creating a shield around someone who might be weak in that 

moment. 

• In the absence of intercessors, a church is exposed to the attacks of the enemy with no 

ability to fight back and to advance. 

• Had Moses not interceded, the outcome of the situation would have been different. 

• God is looking for a selfless people who can approach Him on behalf of the vulnerable, on 

behalf of weak. 

Isaiah 62:6 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; All day and all night they 

will never keep silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves; 
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Ezekiel 3:17 “Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever 

you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from Me. 

• When Joshua was fighting the Amalekites down in the valley, up in the mountain Moses 

was interceding for victory.  

Exodus 17:11 As long as Moses held up his hands, Israel prevailed; but when he lowered them, 

Amalek prevailed. 12When Moses’ hands grew heavy, they took a stone and put it under him, 

and he sat on it. Then Aaron and Hur held his hands up, one on each side, so that his hands 

remained steady until the sun went down. 13So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his army with 

the sword 

• Something terrible happens to a community (family, church, school, work place, a nation) 

when the watchmen are asleep. 

Isaiah 56:9 All beasts of the field, come to devour, all beasts in the forest. 10 His watchmen are 

blind; they are all ignorant; they are all dumb dogs who cannot bark, dreaming, lying down, 

loving to slumber.  

 

Ezekiel 22:30 I searched for a man among them to repair the wall and stand in the gap before 

Me on behalf of the land, so that I should not destroy it. But I found no one. 

 

• In Exodus 32, Moses prayed for the nation of Israel – the question for you is this; who 

should you be praying for? 

The heart of an intercessor 

a) An intercessor knows the heart of God (carries the Lord’s burden) 

• There are things that God wants to do in your community and in the lives of people around 

you. 

• There are things that grieve the heart of God and there are things that bring joy to the heart 

of the Lord. Every intercessor is sensitive to the burden of the Lord. What is on the heart of 

God for this church, for the people around you? 

• Someone needs to ask the Lord to place on their heart His burden for this season – you can 

start by asking the Lord to show you what He wants to do on earth right now, what He 

wants to do for your family right now. 

• When you pray like that, it opens up prophetic windows into your spirit man – the Lord is 

waiting for you to be a willing to partner with Him. 
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• Moses knew the promise that God had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, His servants – 

that promise had to do with people who had just committed a horrendous sin down in the 

valley. 

b) A sincere love for God’s people 

• You cannot intercede unless you genuinely love the person in front of you.  

• Nehemiah cried, prayed and fasted when he heard about the ruined walls of Jerusalem and 

the suffering of the exiled Israelites (Neh. 1:3-4). 

• True intercessory prayer is always motivated by love for God’s people 

• A true measure of your love for someone is how much you pray for them. 

• The apostle Paul walked in deep love for the people he discipled and that was seen in the 

number of prayers he made for them: 

“I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers…” (Ephesians 1:16) 

 

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all 

making my prayer with joy…” (Philippians 1:3-4) 

 

“I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you 

constantly in my prayers night and day.” (2 Timothy 1:3) 

 

“We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers…” (1 

Thessalonians 1:2-3a) 

• Moses loved the people of God dearly when he had the opportunity to throw them under the 

bus, he chose to pray for their preservation. 

• Will choose to rise up as an intercessor today - Intercession changes the spiritual 

atmosphere of cities and nations. 

 


