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This morning we are continuing with our teaching on PREVAILING PRAYER (d): 

LESSONS FROM PRAYERS OF THE BIBLE. 

In the previous 3 weeks we looked at 

1. Lessons from Abraham’s prayer for Sodom 

2. Lessons from Moses’ prayer for an idolatrous Israel  

Exodus 33: 7 Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, 

calling it the “tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the Lord would go to the tent of meeting 

outside the camp. 8 And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at 

the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent. 9 As Moses went into the 

tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the Lord spoke with 

Moses. 

3. Lessons from Moses’ tent meeting with God 

• This morning we are exploring lessons from one of the many meetings that Moses had with 

God. 

• As we start this morning, I want to draw your attention to two statements out of these 

scriptures we read: tent of meeting and whenever Moses went 

• In your house, there is a place for everything – you have a pantry for your food, you have 

built in cupboards for your clothes, for your plates and the like. People even build rooms for 

their cars – in other words, everything of great importance is allocated a space. 

• Having said that, in all the allocations in your home, is there a place that is allocated for 

prayer. The first lesson we learn from Moses in this context is this: 

3.1 Prevailing prayer requires a dedicated space and time 

• Without trying to be prescriptive, a few things jump out of the fact that Moses had a place 

called the tent of meeting. 

• This was a dedicated place to meet God – it was located away from the hustling and 

bustling of the camp, away from any distractions. 

• People are wired differently and people have different levels of tolerates – you need to find 

a place without distractions in order to concentrate on your time with God. 

•  Not everyone has the privilege of having a dedicated space for prayer – whatever your tent 

of meeting looks like, you need to make it a tent of meeting with the Lord. 

Matthew 6:6 But when you pray, go into your inner room, shut your door, and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. And your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
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• This inner room, this tent of meeting could be your bedroom, your seating area, your car, 

your office – the issue is that prevailing prayer requires space. 

• Prevailing prayer ought to be a personal and private matter – when you do something in 

privacy, it means you are well invested in it, it means a great deal to you such that you 

don’t need public approval to do it. 

• As long as you wait to pray in public set ups, it means that you are not yet ready to engage 

in a meaningful time of prayer with the Lord. 

• I personally have 2 tents of meeting – the one is my study and the other is my car. I use my 

study for more intense times of prayers where I need to go deeper and concentrate on 

talking to God and to hear from Him without any disturbances. My car is the place of the 

overflow, I busk in the presence of God, where I carry on with what would have started in 

the study. 

• Jesus often withdrew from everyone to find a place to commune with God. 

Luke 5: 15 But the news about Jesus spread all the more, and great crowds came to hear Him 

and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16Yet He frequently withdrew to the wilderness to pray. 

 

Mark 1:35 Early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up and slipped out to a 

solitary place to pray. 

 

Luke 6:12 In those days Jesus went out to the mountain to pray, and He spent the night in 

prayer to God. 

• Jesus did not have a home of His own but He found a tent of meeting up in the mountain 

and under the cover of the night. 

• The truth of the matter is that you make room for what is of importance to you. I have seen 

this being practiced in many other religions, in which room and space is created in homes 

for worship purposes. The Hindus have rooms in which their gods are located and without 

failure the people go in there to worship. 

• We serve the living and true God; is it too much to ask to carve out space in your house as a 

meeting place with God. 

• I do not discount the fact that God is omnipresent and that we are the temple of the Holy 

Spirit, but when you want to go deeper in prayer, it is important that you find a conducive 

space for it. 

• For a moment, look again with me on this scripture 
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Matthew 6:6 But when you pray, go into your inner room, shut your door, and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. 

• God wants to have a meeting place with you – you can turn your entire house into a 

meeting place with God. 

• Moses did not only carve out a space to meet with God, he had a dedicated time to meet 

with the Lord. 

• In the same way that you diarize appointments and meetings, you need to block out time to 

talk to God. 

• What you plan for gets done and what you don’t plan for will not get done. 

• Prevailing prayer takes discipline and consistence  

•  Haphazard prayers work but not as much as planned prayer times do.  

o Planned prayer times create a sense of expectation within you,  

o Planned prayer times forces you to actually pray (discipline) 

o Planned prayer times requires you to plan for them i.e long periods of fasting 

o Planned prayer times creates a platform to pray for longer times 

• When you honor your time of prayer, God will honor you with His presence 

Exodus 33:9 And it happened as Moses went into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended 

and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and Jehovah spoke with Moses. 

• The cloud represented the presence of God – though God was omnipresent, His active 

presence was visible only when Moses went into the tent of meeting. 

• Prayer activates the presence of God around you. 

 

3.2 Prevailing prayer emanates from the simplicity of a conversation  

• I don’t know how you were taught about prayer but one of the reasons why people dread 

prayer, it is because prayer has been made to feel and sound complicated. 

• Don’t misunderstand me, prayer is warfare but warfare ought not to be complicated. Look 

at how God and Moses spoke to each other: 

Exodus 33:11 And Jehovah would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. 

• What words come to mind to describe a conversation because two good friends: One would 

say they speak  

o freely, familiarly, plainly, cordially, openly, without any reserve or show of 

authority. 
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• This is the heart of the matter; prayer is an intimate conversation with God – prayer is a safe 

place to be vulnerable and candid with Father God. 

• Friends have heart to heart conversations, friends share secrets – there are things that should 

only be between you and God. 

3.3 Prevailing prayers address matters of great significance 

• Sometimes we waste prayers and time – Moses was not in the business of being wasteful 

with his time with God. 

• Moses made prayers of great significance – these were prayers that if answered, his life was 

never going to be the same. 

• The focus of your prayers will determine the depth of God you will be able to access. 

• Your prayers must go beyond gaining more of the things of this world – the greatest riches 

are those found in God. 

• Your prayers must be relevant to the prevailing circumstances. 

• What did Moses pray for when he had access to God? 

o To know God and His ways 

Exodus 33:13 Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found grace in Your sight, make me 

see now Your ways, that I may know You, that I may find grace in Your sight. 

o God’s presence more than God’s promise 

Exodus 33:15 And he said to Him, If Your presence does not go with me, do not carry 

us up from here. 

o God’s glory 

Exodus 33:18 And he said, I beseech You, let me see Your glory.  

 


