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Every family, every community and every company has a way of doing things. Sometimes you look at a 

young man and you could tell that this young man must have gone to a school like St Albans or one of 

those schools with a strong tradition of good manners. 

Leaders have a way they lead and if you are to flourish under their leadership, you need to appreciate 

how they lead. 

Now, every kingdom has a culture – in other words, there is a way in which things are done around 

there. 

 

Since March, we have been talking about THE ATMOSPHERE FOR KINGDOM MANIFESTATIONS. I am 

excited to introduce to you yet another component of this series. You need to realize that Kingdom 

manifestation happens within a certain cultural context. If you are to enjoy your workplace, you need 

to operate within the culture of the company and the same applies in the kingdom of God. 

 

• This morning, I want to kickstart a series titled KINGDOM NORMS AND VALUES Prt 1. Did you 

know that there is a way that things are done in the kingdom of God? 

o Norms refers to behavior and attitudes which are considered normal, 

o values are those things that people consider important to them 

• When Jesus came on earth, after the 400yrs of silence, He found a different culture, norms and 

values that did not look like what the God head had in mind.  

• The activities of the 400yrs had corrupted the culture of the people of God – what were some 

highlights of these silent years. 

• In those 400yrs, a lot of things happened 

o Jews returned to Israel from the Babylonian captivity 
o God did not speak to the Jewish people. He didn’t introduce anything new but none of his 

commandments and promises had changed. 

o In 333 B.C., Israel fell to the Greeks, and in 323 B.C. it fell to the Egyptians. 

o Jewish law and the priesthood remained more or less intact until Antiochus the Great of 

Syria captured Israel in 204 B.C 

o Romans gained control of Israel in 63 B.C 

o With the Romans in power, the priesthood was politically motivated and not of the line of 

Aaron. 

o Politics also resulted in the development of two major factions, the Sadducees (the 

liberals) and the Pharisees (the conservatives). 
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• When you live outside of kingdom culture, your life can not produce kingdom results. 

• Without realizing it, we have slowly created our own culture, which is not kingdom culture at all. 

This results in us holding Jesus to a conversation He never had with us. 

• There are things that are of high value in the kingdom of God – there are norms that should be in 

place in order for you to function in the kingdom of God. 

• For 3.5yrs, Jesus went about redressing and realigning that culture to what heaven had intended. 

John 2:13 And the Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 And He found in 

the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money-changers sitting. 15 And when 

He had made a scourge of small cords, He drove them all out of the temple, also the sheep and the 

oxen. And He poured out the money-changers' money and overthrew the tables. 16 And He said to 

those who sold doves, Take these things away from here. Do not make My Father's house a house of 

merchandise.  

• A new culture had infiltrated the temple – instead of prayer being the norm, dealings in 

merchandise had taken over. 

• Jesus was aggressive in addressing this terrible culture – he didn’t do it only once, He did it twice. 

The second time was during the passion week, after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  

Matthew 21: 12Then Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling 

there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those selling doves. 13And He 

declared to them, “It is written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer.’ But you are making it ‘a 

den of robbers.’  

•  When the wrong culture has infiltrated a church, the people need to be aggressive in dealing with 

it. 

• The peddling of wrong and inaccurate doctrine has created an anti-kingdom culture among many 

believers. 

• How do we explain the proliferation of the prosperity gospel, how do we explain the hero 

worshipping of pastors and the dependency syndrome among believers?  

• It is possible to be in the Kingdom of God but failing to live in line with the norms and values of the 

kingdom. 

• When you have built your faith on the wrong doctrine, you will struggle to reconcile your faith and 

the activities of your life. 

• If you grew up being taught that a true Christian does not go through difficult times, you must 

have found this season of Covid-19 being full of contradictions. 

• Let me ask you a question; how is your doctrine doing currently?  
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• The tragedies of life will test your doctrine and your resolve in the Lord. It is my strong conviction 

that there has been a realignment of values, a redefinition of success and of expectations for many 

people. 

• I have seen a shift in many people whereby they are now living life with a perspective of eternity.  

Isaiah 8:11 For so Jehovah spoke to me with a strong hand, and warned me against walking in the way 

of this people, saying, 12 Do not say, A conspiracy! To everything of which this people says, A 

conspiracy! And do not fear their fear, nor be afraid. 13 Sanctify Jehovah of Hosts Himself, and let Him 

be your fear, and let Him be your dread.  

• Isaiah found himself within a certain culture and God came out strongly, warning him to be 

different, to be distinct and to be unique.  

• God warned him sternly not to walk in the way of the people around him – the people of Judah 

were in a state of panic because of the attack that was pending. God warned the prophet not to 

panic in the face of the attack, not to call it a conspiracy theory. God was calling him to counter 

pop-culture.  

• We were born within a certain cultural context but the moment you got born again, all things 

became new. 

• Your new nature in Christ changed your identity - You are Christian first and then a person of color, 

you are a Christian first and then Zulu. In other words, kingdom culture has to trump any other 

culture. You should be more proud of being a believer than being English speaking. 

• The scriptures are quite clear regarding your identity: 

2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 

 

John 17: 15 I am not asking that You take them out of the world, but that You keep them from the evil 

one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

 

John 15: 18 If the world hates you, understand that it hated Me first. 19 If you were of the world, it 

would love you as its own. Instead, the world hates you, because you are not of the world, but I have 

chosen you out of the world. 

 

• The world has a way of doing things. The world deals with relationships in a certain way. For 

instance, the world says you have to test drive before you buy in order to ensure compatibility. Do 

you have a kingdom view regarding relationships? 

• The world has a way of raising children – what is the kingdom way of raising children? 
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• The world has a way of doing business – in the world, the end justifies the means. As a Christian 

business person what kingdom values and norms shape your business dealings. 

• You might know about the 7 mountains of society (government, religion, family, 

arts/entertainment, education, media, and economy.) – the world has a way of dealing with each 

of these mountains. The big question is that what are the kingdom norms and values that ought to 

shape the functionality of these domains. 

• The advantages of living in line with kingdom norms and values 

o You become an alternative  

o You can influence the common narrative – light and salt 

o You become a usable and an effective ambassador of the kingdom 

o You become stable and a point of reference. 

 

 

 


