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This morning, we are going to explore something of great value in the eyes of God. In other 

words, if you take that value and norm out of your life, your walk with God will not reach its 

potential. 

 

This morning I want to talk to you on the subject matter EVERYONE NEEDS 

COMMUNITY. 

 

Human beings were created with a high affinity for community and if you take community 

away, human beings will wilt. That is speaking on a general note but today I want to speak 

particularly on the community called church.  

 

• So, what I am saying is that every believer needs a church community – church is valuable 

to Jesus. Jesus died for the church – when we love Jesus, we also love what He loves. 

• There is a lot of misunderstanding around church and I believe God wants to speak to you 

regarding His church.  

• Every believer needs to understand the importance of the Church as it relates to God’s 

overall purpose and how he intends to use it. 

Matthew 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  

 

1. What is the church 

• The word “church” literally means, “the called out ones”. The church is not a building but it 

consists of all those people who have been called out from the world. 

• It is God’s present instrument or vehicle in the earth through which God desires to extend 

His kingdom and fulfill His purpose 

Ephesians 3:9-11, NLT I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the 

Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning. God’s purpose in all this was to use 

the church to display His wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in 

the heavenly places. This was His eternal plan, which He carried out through Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  



KINGDOM NORMS AND VALUES Prt 2 

 

2 EVERYONE NEEDS COMMUNITY 
Michael Manyuni M][M © 26 September 2021                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 
 

 

• The Church has two main aspects—the universal church and the local church. 

• The universal church consists of that company of believers in Christ in all ages, living and 

dead 

• The local church consists of groups of believers in given localities which are marked out 

by: 

o confession of faith, 

o discipline of life, 

o obedience in baptism, 

o gathering to the person of Jesus Christ, 

o having gifted ministries from Christ, 

o and keeping the memorial of the Lord. 

 

2. The importance of a local church 

The Bible uses the word “church” some 114 times, and 96 references are clearly to the local 

church. We must put the emphasis where God puts it for the following reasons: 

• We practice our doctrine in the local church (Matthew 18:15-20) 

• The local church environment brings us to maturity 

Ephesians 4:11 And truly He gave some to be apostles, and some to be prophets, and some to 

be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 for the perfecting of the saints, for the 

work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. 13 And this until we all come into 

the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a full-grown man, to the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 so that we no longer may be infants, tossed 

to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine, in the dishonesty of men, in cunning 

craftiness, to the wiles of deceit. 15 But that you, speaking the truth in love, may in all things 

grow up to Him who is the Head, even Christ;  

• The local church provides a platform for your ministry to function (Romans 12:3-8) 

• The local church provides protection from deception. 

Acts 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church… Act 

20:28 Therefore take heed to yourselves, and to all the flock in which the Holy Spirit has made 

you overseers, to feed the church of God which He has purchased with His own blood. 29 For I 

know this, that after my departure grievous wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the 

flock.  
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• The Church is the final or ultimate instrument of God in the earth and will continue to 

function as such right up to the return of the Lord 

 

3. The importance of becoming a member of a local church 

• Membership in a specific local church is not to be feared but something that is beneficial to 

you.  

Matthew 18:19-20 Again, I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything 

that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are 

gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.  

 

3.1 Is knowing who is part of a local church a biblical concept? 

• It is very clear in the Gospels and the Book of Acts that the disciples and the early believers 

were actually numbered and accounted for. 

o Jesus chose 12 apostles who were named and numbered (Luke 9:1, 12). 

o Jesus later chose 70 others as His ambassadors (Luke 10:1-2). 

o Over 500 brethren saw Jesus in His ascension (1 Corinthians 15:3-8). 

o Before Pentecost, 120 disciples gathered in the upper room (Acts 1:15). 

• It is also scriptural to have some kind of church record regarding membership  

o The Israelites had their names in the Books of Genealogy of the Nation. They were 

numbered before the Lord (Numbers 1-2). 

o The remnant from Babylon had to be registered in the book in order to minister in 

the priesthood (Ezra 2:62-63; Nehemiah 7). 

o The Church of the Firstborn have their names written in heaven (Hebrews 12:22-

24). 

• God keeps the records! God keeps the names and numbers of the saints in His roll! If God 

Himself does this, then there should be no problem if man does likewise! God knows who 

is in His book and who is not. 

 

3.2 How does one become a member of Christ’s church? 

There are two aspects to Church membership in the book of Acts. 

a) Spiritual membership. 
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• You do not become a member by signing up, taking a pledge or subscribing to a particular 

set of doctrines. 

• You become a member by coming into right relationship with and under the lordship of 

Jesus Christ as personal Savior. 

• Spiritual membership is foundational to all other experiences in God 

 

b) Practical membership 

• In the New Testament and in particular the book Acts, there was a visible and practical 

expression of church membership. 

• This is seen in belonging to “the church local.” 

• Believers that were added to the Lord were also added to the local church 

Act 2:41,47 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there 

were added unto them about three thousand souls… 47 Praising God, and having favour with 

all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.  

 

Romans 16:5, NIV: "Greet also the church that meets at their house. Greet my dear friend 

Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia." 

 

Colossians 4:15 Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha and 

the church in her house. 

 

Titus 1:5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left 

unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 

 

• In the New Testament, all members of the universal church were also members of the local 

church.  

• Any idea of enjoying salvation or being a Christian in isolation is foreign to the New 

Testament. Fellowship with Christ includes fellowship with His Body 

1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 

fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.  
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3.3 Why do some people have problems with church membership 

a) Some have a fear of being hurt 

• Because they have been hurt in the past by a misuse or abuse of membership, they are now 

very cautious about such commitments. 

b) Some do not want to be tied down.  

• Because they want the freedom to move and operate without accountability to human 

authority, they do not see church membership fitting into their plan for life. 

c) Some do not believe it is scriptural.  

• Because there are no direct commands concerning membership, they feel that God must be 

opposed to official membership. 

 

3.4 What are some advantages of practical church membership? 

a) Fellowship 

• Deeper levels of fellowship and family relationship are able to be developed. 

b) Fulfillment  

• A greater sense of belonging and worth can develop among members. 

c) Fruitfulness  

• We have a greater productivity and impact in the lives of other members. 

Ephesians 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which 

every joint supplies, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, makes 

increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.  

 

d) Accountability  

• There is a greater sense of accountability and responsibility among members. 

Galatians 6:1 Brothers, if a man is overtaken in a fault, you the spiritual ones restore such a 

one in the spirit of meekness, considering yourself, lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one 

another's burdens, and so you will fulfill the Law of Christ.  

 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey those who have the rule over you and submit yourselves, for they keep 

watch over your souls as ones who must give an account, that they may do it with joy and not 

with grief, for that is unprofitable for you. 
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e) Growth through active pastoral care 

1Peter 5:1 I exhort the elders who are among you, I being also an elder and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed. 2  Feed the flock of 

God among you, taking the oversight, not by compulsion, but willingly; nor for base gain, but 

readily; 3  nor as lording it over those allotted to you by God, but becoming examples to the 

flock. 

 

James 5:14-15 (KJV) - Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let 

them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith 

shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be 

forgiven him. 

 

3.5 Questions that every believer should consider regarding church membership 

• Anyone who is a Christian and claims to be part of Christ needs to face the following 

questions realistically. 

o Who is over me in the Lord (Hebrews 13:17)? 

o When I was added to the Lord, in what way was I added to the Church (Acts 2:41-

42)? 

o When I gather together with the disciples, with whom do I gather (Acts 20:7)? 

o With whom am I allowing God to perfectly join me (1 Corinthians 1:10)? 

 

 

 


