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Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2  And the earth was 

without form and empty. And darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 

moved on the face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. 4 And 

God saw the light that it was good…26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after 

Our likeness… 

 

Matthew 5:13 You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its savor, with what shall it be 

salted? It is no longer good for anything, but to be thrown out and to be trodden underfoot by 

men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do 

men light a lamp and put it under the grain-measure, but on a lampstand. And it gives light to 

all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father who is in Heaven.   

 

As we continue on our series titled KINGDOM NORMS AND VALUES, this morning we 

are going to explore an yet another kingdom value. The title of my sermon this morning is A 

CALL TO SHAPE. 

• Lets define that term “shape” - This refers to gradually molding or training an organism to 

behave in a specific manner by modeling and encouraging the behaviour.   

• Where you find a Christian, you should find change – in the presence of a child of God, 

things cannot remain the same. You move things that are stationary, you shape things 

around you. You behave like a thermostat and not a thermometer. 

• Every child of God, carries the DNA of God and where you find God, you will find life.  

• In Genesis, God comes across an undesirable situation in which things were without form 

and darkness was all over the place.  

• Out of His nature, God brought about change – “…. 3 And God said, Let there be light. And 

there was light. 4 And God saw the light that it was good.” 

• Kingdom culture dictates that kingdom people shape and influence their environment.  

• After Jesus spoke of what it takes to live a blessed life, He immediately jumped into talking 

about the identity of the children of God. 

• In other words, you are blessed in order to be a blessing. Your blessing is not just for you 

but for the manifestation of God’s glory to the nations. 

• This is the life of every believer and this morning; the Lord wants to awaken the treasure 

that lies deep down within you. 
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• This is not about education or class in life, this is not about being an extrovert or an 

introvert, rather it is about who is inside of you. 

• In today’s teaching, you are not being told what to do but you are simply being reminded of 

who you are. 

• Jesus identified His disciples using 4 symbols – lets briefly look at them 

1. The three identities of a kingdom shaper 

1.1 Salt - Preservative, disinfectant and flavor enhancer  

• Salt has been used as a preservative and disinfectant for ages, and works in two ways: Salt 

dries food or the wound. Salt draws water out of food and dehydrates it. All living things 

require water and cannot grow in the absence of water, including the bacteria which can 

cause food poisoning. 

• When salt is applied in the right amount, it brings out the flavor of food. In other words, it 

is impossible to be in the presence of salt and not know that salt is around.  

• When Jesus said you are the salt of the earth, He was simply saying the world is prone to 

rot and to lose its flavor in the absence of any intervention.  

• A child of God acts as a disinfectant to the rot that goes on around the community – it is not 

so much about you, but it is about the Jesus you carry deep within you. 

• The presence of a child of God in a family should enable peace to be realized, it should 

enable joy to be a reality.  

• Kingdom shapers carry the ministry of reconciliation, kingdom shapers are peace makers, 

kingdom shapers carry the power of the Holy Spirit that enables them to perform miracles. 

• Kingdom shapers have the mind of Jesus and therefore they carry wisdom required to bring 

about solutions to problems of this world. 

• The scriptures are full of examples of kingdom shapers – Joseph shaped the politics of 

Egypt, David shaped the political landscape, Daniel shaped the Babylonian empire, the 

disciples of Jesus walked with power and it was evident for all to see. The early church 

turned the world upside down with the teaching of the way. 

1.2 Light  

• Darkness is simply the absence of light and when we talk about light, we are referring to 

everything that is good, we are referring to the ability to bring guidance and to expose that 

which is hidden. 
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• A lot of the wickedness has perpetuated because of the absence of light, as a result of the 

absence of the light bearers. 

• When you have a light beam in front of you, you are clear about where you are going and 

children of God have got that impact on their environment. 

Isaiah 60:1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of Jehovah has risen on 

you. 2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples; but 

Jehovah shall rise on you, and His glory shall be seen on you. 3 And the nations shall come to 

your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 

1.3 A city on a hill 

• A city on a hill is so imposing that it is impossible to ignore it. A city on a hill symbolizes 

authority and a point of reference. 

• A city on a hill is used to orientate people when they are lost – you are usually told that as 

long as the city on the hill is on your left handside, then you are still on the right direction. 

• A city on hill is built in order to showcase its power and authority – there is authority in the 

voice of a believer because of delegate authority from Jesus. 

Matthew 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

• Having outlined this amazing identity of a shaper, it is important to understand that shapers 

face major challenges in trying to live out this identity..   

2. Pitfalls of a kingdom shaper  

Matthew 5:13 You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its savor, with what shall it be 

salted? It is no longer good for anything, but to be thrown out and to be trodden underfoot by 

men.  

2.1 The loss of his/her saltiness  

• Life happens and as you go about doing what God has called you to do, you will experience 

leakages. 

• Without realizing it, you lose your saltiness, you become bitter, you become easily agitated 

and you become an enemy to the very people you are meant to serve. 

• Anyone that has jumped out of the salt shaker, has experienced pushbacks and pushbacks 

can cause you to lose your saltiness. 

• What this mean is that every shaper needs to know how to replenish his savor. 
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John 4:13 Jesus answered and said to her, Whoever drinks of this water shall thirst 

again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst, but the water 

that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

• Spending time with Jesus will keep your salt fresh – you cannot give what you don’t have 

and you cannot have unless you receive 

John 15:5 I am the Vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, the same 

brings forth much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.  

 

2.2 Loss of interest and being disengaged  

• Everyone that works gets tired at some point. Many shapers are tired and fatigued and 

because of that they are hiding their light. 

Matthew 5: 15 Nor do men light a lamp and put it under the grain-measure, but on a 

lampstand. And it gives light to all who are in the house. 

• Many shapers are hiding their light under a basket – what is going on here? You know that 

you are supposed to speak but you keep quiet. More and more, believers are playing it safe 

– they are afraid of rocking the boat, they are afraid of losing friends and to put in danger 

their chances of promotion at work. 

• After experiencing a few setbacks, many people forget who they are and they go into a lull. 

When you hang around a certain caliber of people, you will eventually become like them. 

Like they say, show me your friends and I will show you your future. 

• Heaven is looking at you and I and is waiting for action – it is time we come out of our 

comfort zones and start standing for what we believe in.  

• Some shapers are disengaged because they are spiritually weak – they are afraid of steering 

things in the spirit. 

• Jesus challenged the disciples in this manner 

Matthew 5: 16 Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father who is in Heaven.   

• You have a responsibility of letting your light shine. Nature is waiting for the manifestation 

of the sons of God. 

• Shapers don’t shape things for themselves but for the glory of God. 


