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There are so many ways of showing our faith in God. You can show your faith in God by: 

• Taking action in line with His spoken word 

• Speaking out loud what you believe  

• Waiting on God until He comes through for you; in other words you are convinced that 

He will come through for you. 

As you can see there are various ways in which we can express our faith in God. On this special 

day, I want to briefly speak to you on another way in which you can express your faith in God. 

The subject of our talk is GRATITUDE – A TRUE SIGN OF FAITH. 

1Thessalonians 5:18 In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you.  

This is one of those scriptures we should not just read through quickly and quote without 

applying our hearts and minds to it. 

Paul was giving his last remarks to the church at Thessalonica and found it important to bring 

to their attention this one truth; to give thanks in everything. 

• This is such a relevant truth given our current circumstances of the covid plague. The big 

question we need to explore is this; is it actually possible to give thanks to the Lord in 

everything. 

• The implication of this verse is that you look at your most difficult circumstances and you 

choose to say thank you Jesus. 

o You give thanks when you receive a letter of retrenchment.  

o You give thanks when your health is ailing  

o You give thanks after having a conflict with your spouse 

o You give thanks at the death of a loved one 

o You give thanks for the prayers that have not been answered. 

• This sounds insane and crazy – no person in their rightful state of mind should be giving 

thanks in all these circumstances. 

• Now you understand the title of my message – Gratitude is a true measure of faith. 

• In the absence of true faith, it is impossible to live a life full of gratitude. 

• Paul lived and breathed gratitude and yet he was the most persecuted man outside of Jesus. 

• By coming to Christ, Paul lost everything that could be considered as precious on this earth 

Philippians 3:8 "Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake, I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 

rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ..."  
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• Paul lists his tribulations in 2 Corinthians 11:23-33 

o in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently 

o faced death often, from the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one 

o three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned 

• It does not make of a great reading and yet that was the man who kept telling others to 

rejoice in the Lord all the time. 

• There must have been something deeper that drove Paul to have an attitude of gratitude in 

the midst of all this suffering.  

• When we started to speak about a thanksgiving service, many of you might have found it 

difficult to understand because life might have been close to hell for you in this past year. 

• Sacrificial thanksgiving comes out of extraordinarily Harsh Situations 

• Your thanksgiving should seize from being ordinary to being a precious sacrifice before the 

Lord. 

• David refused to give God what cost him nothing. 

 

• Everyone can give thanks with food in front of them, everyone can give thanks after paying 

their bills, but very few can give thanks not knowing when their child will come back 

home. 

• In the book of Romans, Paul gives us a glimpse of what drove him to be full of gratitude 

regardless of his situations. 

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are called according to His purpose.  

• I know that you all know this scripture and let me remind you of what Paul is alluding to: 

o There is a purpose of God upon your life and God called you into it. 

o God’s purpose will be fulfilled even in hardships and suffering 

o God’s purpose will be fulfilled regardless of your circumstances - in betrayal, when 

you are wrongly treated and even in sickness. 

o Even if your situation remains negative, God promises to have the final say and His 

final say is always good. 

• Give thanks in every situation because its end is always for your good. 

• This takes another dimension of faith – many believers crumble when they go through 

adversity because their faith would not have allowed them to look beyond the now. 
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• When you live with a perspective of eternity, you can afford to be grateful in every 

situation. 

• Let’s go deeper into Paul’s mindset; the mindset that gave him the faith to celebrate in the 

middle of persecutions. 

Romans 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of 

His Son, for Him to be the First-born among many brothers. 30 But whom He predestinated, 

these He also called; and whom He called, those He also justified. And whom He justified, 

these He also glorified.  

• If you did English in grade 6, you will know about conjunctions – these are joining words.  

• Paul uses the conjunction for, to explain the assurance of verse 18.  

• Paul looks to eternity past and sees that God's purpose for his people has only been good: 

o God knew you before your born  

o He determined before then for believers to be like Christ 

o God followed through and brought salvation into your life 

o God will follow through and bring you into glory  

• It is clear that right through from the past to current and into the future, God's purposes for 

his people have only been good. 

• Paul then concludes that his purposes at the present time, even in hardship, must also be 

only good for his people.  

• Your faith in the goodness of God will cause you to give thanks in all situations 

• It is easy to give thanks when you are walking in the goodness of God but it takes faith to 

give thanks before the manifestation of His goodness. 

• Today we will give thanks for the good we have seen but we will also give thanks for the 

good that is still stored up in the future or in eternity. 


